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«EXTRA SESSION OF CONGRESS. 


By the president of the United States of America. 


A PROCLAMATION. 
Whereas, great and weighty matters clairain 
the consideration of the congress of the Unite 


States, form an extraordinary occasion for eonven- 
' I do, by these presents, appoint the first 
Monday of September next, for their meeting at the 


ing them, 


city of Washington; hereby requiring the respec- 


ivy 


assemble in congress, in order to receive such com- 


munications as may then be made to them, and to| 
consult and deternine on such measures as in their 


wisdom may be deemed meet for the welfare of the 
United States. 
In testimony whereof, I have caused the seal 
[u. s.] of the United States to be hereunto affix- 
ed, and signed the same with my hand. 


Done at the city of Washington, the 
fifteenth day of May, in the year of 


our Lord one thousand eight hundred 
and thirty-seven, and of the indepen- 
dence of the United States the sixty- 
first. M. VAN BUREN. 

By the president: 

John Forsyth, secretary of slate. 

Our readers are not ignorant that the “great and 
weighty matters,” which have induced the president 
of the United States to issue the above proclama- 
tion, are the embarrassments which the govern- 
ment experiences in consequence of the general 
suspension of specie payments, but especially by 
the deposite banks, whereby it is rendered incapa- 
ble of discharging its obligations to the country 
But we much fear that the re- 
medial measures which may be adopted by con- 
gress, will come too late to save the nation from 
great loss and prevent its dishonor. For its re- 


Bvenues are now beyond its control, and its faith 
at the mercy of those who will regard it only as far 


asitis in accordance with their interest. This is 
apparent from the manner in which the depoz*.e 
banks have violated their engagements, and the ad- 


mitted inability of the g 


ee tulfil them: a condition of things that is not more 


monstrous as a governmental paradox, than demon- 
sirative of the folly of human wisdom—for the 
world has now an evidence that a government may 
have revenues without the power to use them! 


@ lor the truth of this, look at the notice of the se- 


cretary of the treasury in the next column, in which 
that funetionary relies on “‘hope!”’ alone for the pay- 


ment of governinent drafts upon the custodiaries of 


the public money, not in specie, as they were bound 
todo by their contracts wiih the government, but 
“Ina manner satisfactory to the holders!” This 
point alone in this most. embarrassing question, 
calls for many reflections oa the past, and will be 
rendered useful in the future—but we have not 


etime, if we had room, to present our views fully 


upon it. Suffice it for the present to say, that 
amidst all the madness and folly which have hur- 
ried the country to the present crisis, we have seen 
hothing which transcends the infatuation which 
prompted the order of the secretary of the treasury 
excluding the notes of his own financial agents in 
payment for duties and bonds due to the govern- 
lnent—by which he virtually proclaimed his doubt 
of their solvency and confirmed the distrust which 
Was seizing upon the public mind. It is justified, 
ve know, upon the imperative nature of the law 
roviding for the collection of the public revenues— 
vit with what show of justice it was presisted 
1, ailer the government refused through its own 
sents, to liquidate its debts in specie, as explained 
Ba the paragranhs below, we are at a loss to de- 
‘mine. There must be adicretionary power some- 
ares notwithstanding the expressed regard for the 
gal injunction; or on what principle was it that 
id much complained of treasury order of July 11, 
1336, Which established a currency for the land offices, 
Was issued, } 


he deposite banks, we are free to admit, have 


Te } a - 
ncered themselves obnoxious to the censure of 


'e government—but it must not be forgotten that 

rd duties to it were not paramount to those 

ch they owed to the respective communities in 

hich they are located; and the government could 

ot expect them to make great sacrifices for the 

Neidsntal advantazes which they enjoyed from its 
OL. LI[—Sre. 12. 


‘ senators and representatives then and there to 


rovernment to force them to 


'fused. The checks would be paid in notes of the 
banks, but the bonds must be paid in gold or silver. 


specie payment, you will, yourself, collect and keep 


duties at your port, until further directions are giver 





favor. They may be railed at for not being endowed 
with the psychological attribute, but they are ad- 
mitted to possess one instinctive principle, and 
true philosophy would not have been at a loss to 
discern the course it would direct them, in an 
emergency like the present. But we must con- 
clude these hasty remarks, and refer our readers to 
the circulars, orders, &c. which follow, for an ex- 
hibit of the actual condition of things. 





We are authorised (says the Pennsylvanian) to 
state explicitly, that all debenture certificates are 
paid in specie at the custom house, and that any 
rumor or report to the contrary is erroneous. 

It is stated in the New York Enquirer, that the 
crew of the John Adams was pai: oif on Thursday 
last, and when they refused to take any thing but 
specie, they were shown the order of the secretary 
of the navy to pay them in bank notes. 

A meeting has been held in. Boston at which a 
resolution was passed requesting the governor to 
call an extra session of the legislature, in order that 
measures may be adopted to protect the banks from 
the operation of existing laws, which renders them 
liable to 2 per cent.a month damages so long as 
they withhold payment of their bills in specie. 

An order has been issued, by Thomas G. Haight, 
esq. speaker of the house of assembly of N. Jer- 
sey, to convene the legislature of that state on 
Monday, the 22d inst. to adopt such measures as 
may be necessary in the existing exigency of pub- 
lic affairs. 


The governor of Virginia has convened the legis- | 
lature of the state, to meet at Richmond on the | 
12th of June next to adopt such measures as the | 


times may appear to them to require. 


It will be seen by reference to page 180, that the 
legislature of New York has passed an act legaliz- 
ing the suspension of specie payments by the banks 
of that state for one year. 

In Mississippi we learn that one of the houses 
has passed a biil, authorising the banks to issue 
post notes, payable in twelve months, at five per 
cent. interest. The bill also takes oif the damages 
on protested bills of exchange, and imposes five 
per cent. damages on domestic bills and promis- 
sory notes. 

The manufacture of new banks seems to be go- 
ing on bravely. Three new bank charters have 
already passed with a capital of seven millions, and 
nore are to follow. 

In the house a report was made, inviting the U. 
States bank to establish a branch in Mississippi. 
In the senate the proposition was voted down. 


Many cases of aggravated hardships have arisen 
under the late treasury order. The New York 
Cominercial Advertiser, relates the following: 

“We saw a merchant this morning, who was 
obliged to pay ten per cent. premium for 5 pede to 
meet a custom house engagement. He did so, and 
paid his duties. Being entitled fo debentures, he 
was obliged to take a check upon one of the depo- 
site banks. He presented the check, demanded 
the specie—and itt was refused! We saw the 
check, and had the statement from his own lips!” 





The Baltimore ‘Transcript’? says—We under- | 


stand that a gentleman of this city, entitled to $480) 
debenture, received checks for the amount on two | 
of the deposite banks here; being indebted to the | 
covernment for about the same amount for customs, 
he offered the checks in payment, which were re- | 


| 

“a 

~* 

TREASURY ORDERS, &c. | 

On Thursday last the following notice was pub- | 
lished inthe Baltimore papers, based on the cireular | 
from the treasury department inserted below. 








fer or pay it. You must, of course, adhere to the 
kind of money receivable for customs, and by which 
itis understood to be your duty to require pay- 
ments to be made in specie, and the notes of specie 
paying banks that are at par. 
Levit Wooppsury, 
‘Secretary of the treasury. 
‘Treasury departmemt, May 12, 1837. 


To the above succeeded the following 
NOTICE. 

Information is hereby given that, during the con- 
tinuance of the present unfortunate suspension of 
specie payments by many of the banks, the trea- 
sury department will continue to issue warrants, 
for the payment of which drafts or checks will be 
given by the treasurer on banks or officers in the 
neighborhood where the creditor resides, or the debt 
was incurred. The checks will, according to former 
practice, be issued separately from the warrants, 
and in such amounts as may be convenient. 

The treasurer will draw these checks only on 
such banks or officers as have heretofore received 
ample funds to meet them, and it is therefore hoped 
that they will be promptly paid in a manner satis- 
factory to the holders; but if they shall not be paid 
when presented, the collectors of customs, and the 
receivers of the public lands, will be instructed to 
redeem them in behalf of the treasury, by receiving 
them for duties and lands. 

If they are not paid in either of these modes, and 
notice of the fact is communicated to the depart- 
ment, no reasonable efforts will be spared to pre- 
serve the public faith inviolate, and to cause them 
to be otherwise discharged as soon as possible in 
specie or its equivalent, as the existing laws require; 
and if returned to the department. and remaining 
unpaid till the next session of congress, it will feel 
bound earnestly to request authority for early means 
to satisfy them in a manner acceptable to the hold- 
ers. 


Circulars to the proper officers, containing parti- 
cular instructions on this subject, will be prepared 


'and published in a few days. 


Levi Woopsury, sec’y treasury. 
Treasury deparimert, May 15, 1837. 


CIRCULAR 
To collectors of the cusioms and receivers of public 
moneys. 
Treasury depariment, May, 1837. 
Sir: You will receive enclosed the blank form 
in which the Treasurer of the United States will, 


| hereafter, issue his drafts in convenient sums for 


payments to the creditors of the government, and 
for advances made, in pursuance of law, to disburs- 
ing officers, with the signature of the treasurer and 
register written on its face for information as to 
their hand writing. 

The warrants on which these drafts may be issu- 
ed, will be retained in the possession of the treasur- 
er, and the drafts will be directed for payment, either 
to a cashier of a bank, a collector of the customns, or 
a receiver of public moneys, as the convenience of 
the service may require. For greater safety, notice 
will be given by the treasurer, to the bank, collec- 
tor, or receiver on whom they shall be drawn, sta- 
ting the date, number and amount of each - draft 
drawn on them respectively, and also the name of 
the person or persons in whose favor they issue. 

If the drafts on the banks be not seasonably dis- 
charged on presentment, the collectors and recei- 


_ vers are requested to redeem them by receiving them 


in payment for duties on public lands; provided, 
that before they shall be received by any such col- 
leetor or receiver, a certificate that they have been 
properly presented to the bank and not paid shall 
be furnished. This certificate will be given on the 
back of them by the cashier of the bank on which 
they are drawn; or, on his failure to give such cer- 


{G-The collector of this port has received from | tificate, or his signature not being known or verifi- 
the treasury department a cireular requiring the | ed to the collector, and the receiver, the treasurer 
payments of monvy accruing on bonds and customs} of the United States, on a return of the checks to 
to be made in specie and the notes of specie paying | him, and his being convinced by any evidence that 


banks, that are at par at the custom louse. 
To the collector of the customs. 
If the bank where you deposite should suspend 


safely in your own hands, the public money for all 





to you from this department how to dispose, trans- 


the bank deelines to pay them in a manner satislac- 
tory to the holder, will, himself, make a certificate 


‘thereon, which will justify the above named officers 


in taking them up in the manner before described. 
The drafts so received by you, will immediately 

be cancelled by a cross with ink on their face, and 

a hole cut through the centre of them. Retaining 
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HOUSE BONDS, &c. 








a schedule of the numbers and amount of each, you 
will then transmit them, weekly, to the treasurer of 
the United States; and the officers by whom they 
were taken up will, on their receipt by the treasur- 
er, obtain credits in their accounts with the United 
States, for the amount of such as are correct. You 
will also return to him, weekly, a statement of the 
gross amount of cheeks taken up, and of the gross 
amount of money on hand. 

The banks on which these checks are drawn, if 
paying them, will be expected to act in a similar 
manner as to cancelling and returning them weekly 
to the treasurer. Levit Wooppury, 

Secretary of the treasury. 
CIRCULAR 
From the solicitor of the treasury to the United States 
attorneys. 
Office of the solicitor of the treasury, May 15. 

Sir: You will perceive, by the letter of the secre- 
tary of the treasury to the collector of the port of N. 
York, [see page 181] under date of the 8th inst. that 
the treasury department desiring, in concurrence 
with the views of the president, to give all the re- 
lief to the mercantile community under its present 
state of general embarrassment, which is autho- 
rised by law, and permitted by official obligation, 
has determined, in certain cases, to suspend for a 
short time the collection of duty bonds. 

The fifth section of the act of May 29, 1830, en- 
titled ‘‘an act to provide for the appointment of a 
solicitor of the treasury,” gives power to that offi- 
cer “to instruct district attorneys in all matters and 

roceedings appertaining to suits in which the U. 
Btates is a party, or interested.” This power has 
often, on application to this office, in cases of great 
hardship, embarrassment or solvency, been exer- 
cised, to give time for payment, after the institution 


of suit, on condition of further security being fur- | 


nished to the satisfaction of the district attorney.— 
A temporary indulgence on this, or other condi- 
tions, has frequently made ultimate payment se- 
cure, when a rigorous enforcement of the law 
would have resulted in the ruin of the debtor, and 
loss of the debt. But indulgence has never hereto- 
fore, except on occasion of the great fire in New 
York, when congress was in session, and had the 
subject of relief under consideration, been extended 
before suit commenced, though under the opinion of 
this office, with the sanction of the attorney gene- 
ral, the collector of New York has been informed, 
by the secretary of the treasury, that the power ex- 
ists to grant delay before suit, and will now be ex- 
tended in appropriate cases. 

The present general embarrassments of the mo- 
ney concerns of the commercial cities has also been 
deemed by the president and secretary of the trea- 
sury, a suitable occasion for an extraordinary exer- 
cise of the power of instruction to district attor- 
neys, vested in this oflice by the act of congress 
above mentioned, by giving it beforehand, and leay- 
ing its special application to them on the general 
terms and principles laid down by this office. 1 
have, therefore, as the applications for relief will 
probably be numerous, thought proper to point out 
for your government, the terms and conditions on 
which, in the exercise of a sound discretion, after 
obtaining in each case all the information in your 
power, you may postpone the institution of suit. 

ist. You will require that the assent of sureties, 
in writing, to the indulgence desired, be filed in 
your office. 

2d. The 65th section of the general collection 
law of 2d March, 1799, entitled “an act to regulate 
the collection of duties on imports and tonnage,” 
yrovides that ‘on all bonds, upon which suits shall 
es commenced, an interest shall be allowed at the 
rate of six per cent. per annum, from the time 
when said bonds become due, until the payment 
thereof.” You will require, therefore, the agree- 
ment of all the parties to bonds, on which suits 
shall be postponed, to pay the same interest as if 
suit was instituted. 

3d. You will, in no case, without further orders, 
grant a suspension of snit beyond the first day of 
October next, before which period congress will 
have an opportunity of making such provisions as 
they may think proper. 

4th. You will in all cases request additional se- 
curity. If this cannot be given, you will require a 
judgment by confession as a condition of such stay 
of execution as yon may deem expedient and pro- 
per, not to extend beyond the time above allowed 
for the suspension of suit. 

5th. It must be a condition in all cases, that a 
forfeiture of all the benefits of the indulgence grant- 
ed shall be incurred, whenever any one of the 
terms of that indulgence shall not have been com- 
plied with. f 

It is not intended by the third regulation that the 
postponement of suit shall in all cases be made 





until the Ist October next. On the contrary, you 
will take care, that in the exercise of the discretion, 
respecting postponement of payment and suit, con- 
ferred on you by this letter, that no indulgence be 
granted when the parties in your judgment are able 
to pay without serious sacrifices. It is moreover 
highly desirable, when the parties have it in their 
power to make it, to obtain payment in part, and to 
stipulate for the residue in instalments of thirty, 
sixty or ninety days—or if no part can be obtained 
in cash, then the whole aimount to be paid in in- 
stalments of thirty, sixty and ninety days. More 
especially should this be required, when no addi- 
tional security is given. 

It is deareble, for the convenience of parties ap- 
plying for indulgence, that they should, in proper 
cases, obtain it without the delay, trouble and ex- 
pense of applying to this office. It is moreover 
obvious that the solicitor of the treasury, acting 
through the district attorneys, who reside in the 
same place with the applicants, who have a per- 
sonal acquaintance with them and have a know- 
ledge of their character and circumstances, may ex- 
ercise the power for their relief, incident to his of- 
ce, more judiciously than in person at Washington. 
The requisite authority, and the general regulations 
for its exercise, are therefore given you by this letter 
ofinstructions. But, although it is highly desirable 
and expedient, that cases of relief should be acted 
on and decided at once in the places where they ori- 
ginate, yet important cases, not coming within 
those regulations, or the circumstances of which, 
from their peculiarity, shall, in your judgment, re- 
quire it, may be referred to this office, with a de- 
tailed report of all the facts and information affect- 
ing them possessed by you, or which you can col- 
ect. 

You will, as heretofore, make your regular re- 
port of bonds transmitted to you by the collectors of 
the customs for suit, as prescribed in the first regu- 
lation for the observance of district attorneys, in 
my circular of the 27th July, 1830; and under the 
head of remarks, if a suspension of suit be granted, 
you will state the circumstances an‘ condition of 
the suspension, and the nature anc amount of the 
security given, the evidences of which you will 
retain in your possession. 

In case of application for indulgence being made 
before the bonds become due, you may make use of 
the same forms of return, as in case of suit, leaving 
such heads blank as are not applicable, and making 
the report immediately after the suspension of suit 
is granted. Should any of the condition on which 
indulgence has been granted not be fulfilled, you 
will immediately, without further instructions, in- 
stitute such legal proceedings as the case may call 
for, and make report thereof to this office. Iam, 
very respectfully, sir, your most obedient servant, 

V. Maxcy, solicitor of the treasury. 

To , esq. U. S. attorney for the district 











of 
, Custom house, Philadelphia, 15th May, 1834. 

Notice is hereby given, that all bonds for duties 

payable in this district, are collected at this cus- 
tom house. JAmMEs N. BarkeEr, collector. 


ORDER OF THE POSTMASTER GENERAL. 

The postmaster at Baltimore cansed the following 
to be published in the papers of that city, on the 
13th inst. 

Post office, May 13th, 1837. 

The postmaster general has instructed the post- 
master of Baltimore as follows: 

“Notes of the banks which do not pay specie on 
demand, can neither be received nor offered in pay- 
ments of the post office department under existing 
laws.—Nor can a bank not redeeming its notes in 
specie, be used as its renository. You will there- 
fore collect all your postages in specie.” 

Independently of the above express instruction— 
how long would it be possible for the post office to 
give specie in exchange for the five dollar notes of 
non-specie paying banks? 

The above requisition having caused great dis- 
satisfaction in Baltimore, the postmaster of that city 
wrote to the postmaster general on the subject, and 
received in reply the following: 

Post office department, May 14, 1837. 

Sir: Your letter of yesterday, by express mail, 
was not received until it was too late to answer it 
by last night’s mail. 

You state that there is dissatisfaction in Balti- 
more at the requisition of postages in specie. No 
man can deplore more than the undersigned the 
causes which render the requisition necessary, and 
none will labor with more unceasing devotion to 
remove them. 

The instructions given you are but a repetition 
of the standing instructions contained in the printed 


pamphlet ef laws and regulations which hay. > 
verned the department from time immemo,?) 
The act establishing the rates of postage, ha, 
ways been construed to establish thein in jh, rh, 
currency of the United States. Accordingly Bul 
will find the following instructions in the “thy 
regulations, viz: . ed 

“No. 62. You will receive nothing but sp 
its equivalent, for postage. 

No. 245. All payments to the department, Whe 
ther upon its run 94 or by deposite in bank, my. 
be in specie, or its equivalent. No allowance ¢qy 
made to postmasters for the depreciation of money me 
ceived for postages, nor for losses by fire, robber, 
or theit.” " 

The legal duties of the department and its off 
cers are, if possible, rendered more imperative by 
the following section in an act passed April }; 
1836, viz: . 

“Section 2, That hereafter no bank notes of , 
Jess denomination than ten dollars, and that from 
and after the third day of March, Anno Doniy; 
eighteen hundred and thirty-seven, no bank notes o 
a less denomination than twenty dollars shal! be 
offered in payment in any case whatever in whieh 
money is to be paid by the United States or yy, 
POST OFFICE DEPARTMENT; nor shall any bay; 
note of any denomination be so offered, unless the sajyp 
Shall be payable and paid on demand in gold ay 
silver coin at the place where issued, and which shq)) 
not be equivalent to specie at the place where offered, 
and convertible into gold and silver upon the spot, a 
the will of the holder, and without delay or loss ip 
him: provided, nothing herein contained shall be 
construed to make any thing but gold and silver, 
legal tender by any individual, or by the Unite 
States. 

Accordingly, one of the articles of agreement rp. 
quired from the banks by the act passed June 254, 
1836, “to regulate the deposites of public money,” 
is in the following words, viz: 

«Secondly. To credit as specie all sums deposited 
therein to the credit of the treasurer of the United 
States, and to pay all checks, warrants, or drajis 
drawn on such deposites, in specie, if required by 
the holder thereof.” 

Section 5th of the same acts enacts, that “jo 
bank shall be selected or continued as a place of de- 
posite of the public money, which shall not redeem 
its notes and bills, on demand, in specie.” 

And the 8th section of the same act provides, 
that “if, at any time, any one of said banks shall 
wil to perform any of said duties, as prescribed by 
this act, and stipulated to be performed by its con- 
tract; or if any of said banks shall, at any time, 
refuse to pay tits own notes tn specie, if demanded,” &v. 
‘it shall be the duty of the secretary of the treasu: 
ry to discontinue any such bank as a depository,” 
&e. 

The funds of the post office department are a 
part of the revenue of the United States, and are in 
terms embraced in the material provisions of these 
laws. In respect to this department, it is the indis- 
pensable duty of the undersigned, to the pertorn- 
ance of which he has bound hiimself by a solemn 
oath, to carry those provisions faithfully into etiec’. 

No man would more cheerfully conform himseli 
in his private transactions to the circumstanc¢s 
which may surround hun, than the undersignes, 
but in reference to public duties clearly enjoinc 
by law, he has no discretion, however difficult aid 
painful may be their performance. Be assured, si, 
and assure the people of Baltimore, that his exer 
tions will be unremitting to relieve them from the 
inconveniences whieh they endure, by attempting 10 
induce the deposite banks to resume payment and fil- 
fil their contracts with the government—by endeuvol- 
ing to devise means to facilitate the procurement of 
specie funds—and by the adoption of any expedieil 
calculated to afford relief, which may not be in con 
travention of the constitution and laws of the land. 

The department will, without hesitation, recel’é 
from you its own warrants payable at banks, ° 
drafts drawn on you, for the purpose of paying ''8 
debts, if any relief can be made to grow out of the 
operation. ire 

On all these matters, the undersigned invites 
suggestions from you, and the frank communica 
tion of such as may be made to you by your ye 
ing fellow-citizens. Very respectfully, your cb 
serv’t, Amos KeEnpAlt. ' 

J. S. Skinner, esq. postmaster, Baltimore, Me. 

The above instructions were, we presume, give’ 
to the postmasters throughout the country; *" 
those of Philadelphia and New York, we peree!\” 
have been referred to the letter from the poatmas” 
general to the postmaster at Baltimore as applicad 
to their respective offices. 

Specie paymenis—Post office department. 7 
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ee : ‘ 
ryice HOW advertised for, through an apprehen- 
pit that they may be paid in a depreciated cur- 
ar , the postmaster general requests us to state, 
ra claims hereafter accruing against that de- 
artment will be promptly paid in specie, or its 
pquivalent. We understand, also, that, should all 
the panks in the U. States unfortunately suspend 
jvment, that department will, in a short time, be 
vepared to pay in specie all just claims against 
it, wherever they may have accrued. [ Globe. 





PROCEEDINGS OF BANKS. 

The bank of the Metropolis, the deposite bank 
at Washington city, published the following notice 
on Friday the 12th inst. The bank of Washing- 
ton, also a deposite bank, published a similar notice 
on the same day. 

NOTICE. 
Bank of the Metropolis, May 12, 1837. 

Notwithstanding the information which has reach- 
ed Washington, of the suspension of specie pay- 
ments by the banks of New York, as well as some 
of the banks of Philadelphia and Baltimore, the 
yrosident and directors of the bank of the Metropo- 
jis, confident in their ability to fulfil all the engage- 
ments and liabilities of the bank, have deterinined 
to continue specie payments. Satisfied of the 
strength of the bank of the Metropolis to sustain 
its credit, the president, directors and cashier, have 
determined to pledge, and they will individually 
and collectively pledge, their private fortunes, for 
all just claims against the institution. By order of 
the president, Joun P. VAN NeEss, president. 

Test: Geo. Thomas, cashier. 

Both of the above banks, were, however, com- 
pelled to foliow the example of the other banks 
throughout the country, and announced their inten- 
tion of suspending specie payments in the follow- 
ing notices to the public. 

Bank of the Metropolis. 
Washington, May 15, 18537. 
Ata meeting of the board of directors this evening, 
the following preamble and resolutions were 
unanimously adopted. 

While the suspension of specie payments by the 
banks of the country was partial, anxious to main- 
tain the general specie system, not only as an agent 
of the government, but for the public interest, as 
well as our own, we determined with all the means 
in our power, to endeavor to elfect it, as hereto- 
fore announced; and as it has since become obvious 
that the non-specie paying system has been gene- 
rally adopted by the banks from New England to 
the south, both on the seabord and in the interior, 
and as it is impracticable, notwithstanding our suc- 
cessful efforts, so far, to resist much longer the tor- 
rent of specie demands which is making upon us 
from surrounding, as well as distant sources, con- 
scious that we have discharged our duty to others, 
as well as to our institution: therefore, 

Resolved, That we do, for the present, in accor- 
dance with public opinion, suspend the payment of 
specie, to be resumed so soon as a change in the 
banking operations of the country shall render it 
practicable. 


Resolved, That the conduct of the private de- 


as been highly honorable to them; while, at the 
same time, we rep2at the solemn assurance of our 
ample means, besides a large surplus, to answer 
every demand against us. 

‘Joun P. Van Ness, president. 
Test: Geo. Thomas, cashier. 
Bank of Washinglon, May 16, 1837. 

Ata called meeting of the board, at seven o’clock 
this morning, present ten members. The president 
submitted the preamble and resolutions passed by 
the bank of the Metropolis, last evening, whereupon 
it was 

Resolved, That this board, coinciding in the views 
lerein set forth, have determined to suspend specie 
payments for the present, giving the most positive 
assuranee that this bank will resume them as soon 
48 any other of the banking institutions of this city 
Siall pursue a similar course; and reiterating the 
declaration lately published as to the undoubted 
ability of the bank to fulfil all its engagements. 

Resolved, That the bank will continue to extend 
0 its customers every facility in its power, for the 


ransmission of funds to the principal cities in the 
nion, 


Resolved, That the conduct of the depositors of 


a institution has been highly praiseworthy, and 
eneficial to the bank. 
Wa. Gunton, president. 


Test: James Adams, cashier. 


In reference to the suspension of the Bank of 


‘ashington, a correspondent of the “Intelligen- 


|may have on them, this board deems it expedient, 


present, of payments in coin for demands on this 


“It is but justice to the Bank of Washington, in 
this city, to let it be extensively known that it met 
an incessant run upon its specie of more than three 
days’ continuance without wincing, until after the 
opening of the bank on Tuesday morning. After 
the opening, and while the bank was going on re- 
deeming its notes at its counter, the printed notice 
of the Bank of the Metropolis, announcing its sus- 
pension, was received by the directors, then in ses- 
sion, when finding itself standing alone, the board 
resolved to yield to the general wish of the citizens, 
and close its vaults. Atthat moment, I understand, 
the bank was amply provided to redeem its circula- 
tion to the last dollar, and was prepared to go on 
and redeem every note of its issue that might be 
presented, but the board wisely determined that 
such a course Would only tend to embarrass the 
mercantile classes, without relieving the public in 
the slightest degree. 

A note to the editors of the ‘Intelligencer,’ in 
allusion to the above paragraph, says: ‘It is deem- 
ed due to the bank of the Metropolis to state that it 
was not intended that the BANK or WASHINGTON 
should persevere in paying specie after a suspen- 
sion thereof by the former bank, and that there was 
an understanding to this efiect between their re- 
spective presidents.” 

All the banks in the District of Columbia, with 
the exception of the Farmers and Mechanics bank 
of Georgetown, have suspended specie payments— 
that bank, according to the “Metropolitan,” will 
continue its specie payments as long as a dollar re- 
mains in its vauits. 


From the Richmond Whig. 
Bank of Virginia, May 15, 1837. 

At ameeting of the president and directors of the 
bank of Virginia, on Monday, the 15th day of May, 
1837, 

A motion was made that the following preamble 
and resolutions be adopted: 

While other banks have determined to suspend 
payments in coin for any claims this institution 


under such circumstances, to order, as a precau- 
tionary measure, a suspension on its part, for the 


institution. 

Resolved, therefore, that the cashier of this bank, 
and the cashiers of the several branches thereof, be, 
and they are hereby instructed to suspend the pay- 
ment of coin for demands on the institution untila 
further order shall be made by this board on the 
subject. 

Resolved, also, That the respective cashiers of 
the institution be instructed to receive, on deposite 
and in payments due to the institution, such notes 
as are by law receivable by the treasurer of the 
commonwealth of Virginia. 

Resolved, That this bank will proceed to reduce 
the operations of the institution as rapidly as may 
be consistent with the safety of the debts due to it, 
aud that the several branches be requested to adopt 
the same course. 

_And the question being put thereupon, the same 
was unanimously decided in the affirmative 

Extracts from the minutes. 

A. Rospinson, Jr. cashier. 
To the stockholders of the bank of Virginia. 

The board of directors of this bank have adopt- 
ed the foregoing proceedings. It is needless to ex- 
press the reluctance with which the board have as- 
sumed this heavy responsibility. 
what they deemed an imperative duty to you, 
eould have induced them to hazard such a measure. 
They have acted with deliberation under the pain- 
ful circumstances in which they are placed. They 
feel justified, at least, in the motives by which they 
are actuated, and entire confidence that their pro- 
ceedings will meet your approbation, and be sus- 
tained by you and by the general assembly of the 
commonwealth. 


Nothing short of | 


when it had become a creditor of other institutions, 
and was about to reclaim a portion of the specie 
that had been taken from it, they are met by the 
decision of other banks to suspend their cash pay- 
ments. Standing in this position, and thus debarred 
from the means of replenishing their vaults, they 
are subject to the demands of all who may choose 
to hoard their coin, and to the exactions of brokers 
and money changers, who make a profit in selling 
it for exportation. 

Believing that they would soon be compelled, un- 
der such circumstances, from the exhaustion of their 
vaults, to decline, the payment of specie, they could 
conceive no adequate reason to postpone the sus- 
pension of payments to a later period, especially 
when it was obvious that it had been the policy of 
other banks to obtain all the coin within their reach 
before they suspended, in order that they may the 
more readily resume payments at a future day. 
The board considered there would be more valor 
than discretion in keeping up this unequal struggle 
to the last dollar, when there was no hope of victo- 
ry left. 

They cannot imagine that any benefit can result 
to the people from the export of the specie from the 
state, while if it be retained at home it will serve as 
a basis of an earlier resumption of payments here- 
after. They have no design in the course they 
have pursued of extending the business of the bank 
—they will proceed steadily, but less hastily, to con- 
tract their operations. For the greatest security of 
the bank, more time will be allowed for the liquida- 
tion of engagements than might not otherwise be 
fulfilled. 

An accurate and minute detail of the condition, 
on this day, of the whole institution, will be pre- 
pared, which, when compared with its condition at 
the end of the year, will show to the stockholders 
and to the general assembly, that the board will not 
have abused the trust confided to them. They will 
be ready to resume the payment of specie (as was 
this bank on a former occasion), the moment that 
the other banking institutions shall be prepared to 
adopt a similar measure. 

Jno. BRocKENBROUGH, president. 

Bank of Virginia, 15th May, 1837. 


Both branches of the city council of Baltimore 
were convened by the mayor on Monday the 15th 
inst. when the following ordinance for a supply of 
small change notes was passed: in the first branch 
by a vote of 16 to 5, and in the second by a vote of 
7 to 2. 

An ordinance authorising the issue of certificates 
in the name of the corporation. 

Be it enacted and ordained, by the mayor and cily 
council of Baltimore, That for the purpose of meet- 
ing the present wants of the community for the 
sums of a small amount, certificates be issued in the 
name of the mayor and city council of Baltimore, 
for sums of five cents, ten cents, twenty-five cents, 
fifty cents, one dollar and two dollars which shall 
be receivable in payment of taxes and debts due to 
the corporation provided that ali the certificates so 
to be issued shall not exceed in amount the sun of 
one hundred thousand dollars. 

And be it further enacted, That F. Lucas, jr. 8. 
Moore, David Stuart, J. B. Seidenstricker, R. J. 
Cross and A. G. Cole, be and they are hereby ap- 
pointed commissions to procure and sign certificates 
for the amounis above specified and that it shall be 
the duty of each commissioner to deliver all certi- 
ficates by him signed to the register of the city 
who shall register and keep the same until called 
for by the commissioners of finance, and that in 
the case of the death, removal or resignation of 
either of the commissioners mentioned in the bill, 
the mayor shall be and he is hereby authorised to 
fill up such vacancy. 

And be it enacled, That all certificates issued in 
pursuance of this ordinance shall be in the words 
following: This certificate will be received by the 





Before they resorted to a measure that can only 


so many years. They have called in about two 
bank, which would have been still more reduced 
but for the mercantile embarrassments that prevail. 
They have reduced the amount of the circulation 
of the institution, which was widely extended, 
from the high credit of the bank, about one million 
of dollars. 

They have drawn specie from the less to the 
more vulnerable points, in order to fortify the insti- 
tution against the assaults to which it was most 
exposed, and to show its willingness and ability 
promptly to meet its engagements. 





eer” says: 


the bank, and put it in an attitude of security, and 


After having | 
incurred heavy expenses, reduced the liabilities of 


mayor and city council of Baltimore in payment of 


be defended on the ground of necessity, they used | taxes or debts due to the corporation for the sum 
all the means in their power to strengthen the bank | of 
and to maintain the high credit it has sustained for | case made and provided. 


, pursuant to the ordinance in such 


And be it enacted, That all sums of money which 


millions of dollars of the outstanding debts of the| may be received by this corporation in exchange 


for said certificates or any of them shall be applied 
| under the direction of the commissioners of finance 
towards the redemption of any of the loans autho- 
_rised by the ordinances of the city or any of them, 
and that fhe faith of the city be and the same is 
| hereby pledged to the payment of said certificates 
‘according to the tenor respectively. 
Sam’: HARKER, president first branch. 
Sam’: Moore, president second branch. 
| Approved, 16th May, 1837. 
S. SmITH, mayor. 

At a meeting of the common council of New 

York, held on Saturday last, the two boards unani- 
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mously rejected the proposition of the chamber of 
commerce, for the corporation to apply to the legis- 
lature for authority to issue small bills. A propo- 
sition to authorise the safety fund banks to do so, 
is however, before the legislature—but its fate is 
doubtful. 

The corporation of Philadelphia have made provi- 
sion for small change by passing an ordinance to 
issue $130,000 in bills of 25,50 and 75 cents, in 
irregular sums of dollars. 


From the Albany Argus of Tuesday morning. 
The suspension law, alter having been litigated in 
the house during the day, was ordered to a third 
reading at 7 o’clock last evening, by a vote of 84 to 
31. It was immediately read a third time and 
passed, by the strong vote of 95 to 19. The senate 
being in session, the amendments of the house were 
agreed to forthwith; and the bill has become a law 
in the prensa shape: 
An act suspending for a limited time certain provi- 
sions of law, and for other purposes. 
The people of the state of New York, represented 
in senate and assembly, do enact as follows: 


§1. Every provision of law in force, requiring or 
authorising proceedings against any bank in this 
state with a view to forfeit its charter, or wind up 
its concerns, or which requires such bank to sus- 
pend its operations and proceedings, in conse- 
— of a refusal to pay its notes or evidences of 
debt in specie, is hereby suspended for one year. 
but such suspension shall not apply to any bank 
which shall during said time refuse to receive in 
payment of debts due to such bank, the bills or 
notes of any other bank, subject to the provisions of 
this act, and against which an injunction has not 
been granted. 


§2. In any suit prosecuted against any such cor- 
poration, or individual stockholder, within the pe- 
riod aforesaid, for non-payment of its debts in spe- 
cie, no costs shall be recoverable by the party pro- 
secuting, unless the amount of the debt of damages 
recovered shall be such as would entitle the plain- 
tiff to costs were the judgment against a natural 
person; and every issue of law or fact joined in 
such suit shall be brought to trial according to the 
same rules as apply to other issues joined in the 
court where the suit is pending, notwithstanding 
the provisions of section 11 of title 4 of chapter 8 
of the third part of the revised statutes; and the 
provisions of sections 8, 9, 10, of title 4, chapter 8 
of the third part of the revised statutes, shall not be 
applicable to such suits. 


§3. The amount of notes or bills issued and in cir- 
culation of the several banks of this state, shall not 
hereafter exceed the following amounts respectively: 
Those having capitals to the amount of $100,000, a 
circulation of $150,000; those having capitals to the 
amount of $150,000, $175,000; those having capitals 
to the amount of $200,000, $209,000; those having 
capitals to the amount of $250,000, $225,000; those 
having capitals to the amount of $300,000, $250,000; 
those having capitals to the amount of $3400,000, 
$309,000; those having capitals to the amount of 
$500,000, $350,000; those having capitals to the 
amount of $600,000, $450,900; those having capi- 
tals to the amount of $700,000, $600,000; those 
having capitals to the amount of 1,000,000 dollars, 


which statements shall be published by said com- 
missioners in the state paper. 

§7. No part of the income of the “bank fund” 
shall be paid by the comptroller to the corporations 
by which the said fund was created, until they 
shall have resumed the payment of their debts in 
specie. 

§8. This act shall not take effect in favor of any 
bank not subject to the act, entitled ‘an act to cre- 
ate a fund for the benefit of the creditors of certain 
moneyed corporations, and for other purposes,” 
passed April 2, 1829, unless such bank shall signify 
its assent to the provisions of this act, and the pro- 
visions of the act last above mentioned and referred 
to, so far as regards the visitation of the bank com- 
missioners to ascertain the extent*of their issues; 
and their transactions in the sale of specie or bullion; 
nor unless such bank shall assent that the legislature 
may hereafter modify or repeal the act incorporating 
such bank, or any acts in amendment thereof; which 
said assent shall be given within ten days, by an 
agreement under its corporate seal, to be deposited 
with the secretary of state. 

_ §9. Notwithstanding the provisions in this act 
contained, it shall be and is the duty of the bank 
commissioners to take prompt and efficient steps, 
according to the law now in force, to forfeit the 
charter and wind up the concerns of any bank, 
which they shall find to be in dangerous or insol- 
vent circumstances. 

§10. This act shall take effect immediately; and 
shall continue in furce for one year, except the third 
and eighth sections thereof, which shall continue in 
force until repealed. 

WHAT MAY BE DONE AS TO GOVERNMENT RE- 
CEIPTS AND EXPENDITURES. 1. The existing acts 
of congress authorise all public creditors to receive 
specie for their claims, or specie paying bank notes, 
= they voluntarily choose to take something 
else. 

2. Similar acts of congress imperatively require 
that the duties and lands shall be paid for in specie, 
or the notes of specie paying banks, otherwise the 
public creditors could not be so paid. 

3. These acts of congress the public officers are 
bound by duty and their oaths to execute so far as 
— and, when not possible, from failures of 

anks and individuals owing them, then they must 
stop, till the laws are altered. But they must not 
deliberately go contrary to the law—wilfully vio- 
late, and clearly disregard it. 

4. They have no right to proceed to alter those 
laws, or make newones. Their power is not legis- 
lative, but merely executive. If unable like the 
merchant to pay debts in specie, or an equivalent, 
and the creditor is unwilling to take any thing else, 
delay must follow till congress, the only legislative 
authority, can meet, and provide new aid. ~ 

5. Inability to fulfil a contract at the day stipu- 
lated is one thing, and if caused by misfortune or 
accident, may not be criminal; but a deliberate de- 
parture from a contract or a law—a sanction of acts, 
which the law prohibits, such as taking for public 
dues promises of others, which are not then paid, or 
payable, in specie or its equivalent—would be ille- 
gal or criminal; and it would be much better to have 
the paying of debts to the government entirely sus- 
pended from inability, as they must be, in case of 





$500,000; those having capitals to the amonnt of 


$1,490,000, $1,000,000; those having capitals to the | 


amount of $2,000,000, $1,200,000. But in all eases 
where a bank has a branch located at another place, 
that portion of the whole capital actually employed 
at each place of business, shall be taken and deem- 
ed the capital thereof, under the provisions of this 
section. 


§4. No such corporation shall directly or indi- 
rectly divide or pay to or among its stockholders, 
or to any person for them, any dividends, interest 
or profits whatever, until it shall resume the pay- 
ment of its notes and evidences of debt, in specie. 

§5. No bank officer or agent of a bank shall, 
during the suspension of specie payments by such 
bank, directly or indirectly, sell, dispose of, or part 
with at a premium, the specie of such bank, or any 
gold or silver bullion belonging to such bank, and 
it is hereby made the duty of the bank commission- 
ers to see that the foregoing provision is faithfully 
complied with, and in case of a violation thereof, 
said commissioners are required to make and file 


with the secretary of state a certificate of such vio- | rightly, to: let them lie over without dishonor, when | 


lation, and from thenceforth the bank so certified 
to have violated the aforesaid provision, shall be 
deprived of all benefits proffered by this aet, and 
said commissioners shall forthwith proceed to wind 
up the concerns of such bank. 

&6. Each of the said banks shall transmit month- 
ly to the bank commissioners, at the office of the 
secretary of state, a statement of its condition, in 
such form as they shall prescribe, absiracts of 








such inability, than for any mere agent or officer of 
the government to do what the whole American 
people, through the law-making power, have for- 
bidden. [ Globe. 


From the National Intelligencer of May 17. 

From the official publication of yesterday, trans- 
ferred into the preceding column, readers at a dis- 
tance will learn, what our readers in the city learnt 
only yesterday, that the president of the United 
States has convened congress, to meet on the Ist 
day of September next. This is a measure rather 
unexpected by us, after what has transpired, and 
which we are satisfied nothing but indispensable 
necessity would have induced the executive to con- 
sent to. 

In connection with that measure, and to be con- 
sidered as much a part of the policy of the exccu- 
tive as the president’s proclamation, is the determi- 
nation to grant relief to the mereantile portion of 
our fellow citizens, by the extension of merchants’ 
bonds, and, if we understand the official language 





pe plead that specie cannot be obtained to pay 
them. 

With these measures we must also connect in 
/our mind the suspension of specie payment by the 
'deposite bank in this city, determined upon on 
| Monday evening, which was followed, of course, 
soon after its annunciation yesterday morning, by a 
‘like suspension on the part of the bank of Wash- 


—— 
—— 


The “experiment” is now, confessedly, at a, 
end; the expedient which the treasury was disposeq 
to resort to for continuing a show of credit to the 
government having turned out to be utterly yp. 
available. The government can neither pay in 
specie, nor collect in specie, when the banks in the 
country universally cease to do so. 
What has brought the executive to this suddey 
determination, so contrary to what any one could 
have anticipated from the language of the officja] 
paper, we can only conjecture, no exposition op 
that head having been made by authority; and what 
the Globe says out of its own head on the subject 
not being entitled to any very particular degree of 
notice. It is but a few Pic since that unprinci. 
led and vulgar print loaded with obloquy the ear. 
ier of the late sufferers under the measures of the 
government, declaring that there was no pressure 
which any honest man ought to regret. It is more 
recently still, that, on the occasion of a respectfu| 
appeal from the merchants to the president of the 
nited States, soliciting him to revoke the specie 
circular, to delay suit on the Merchants’ bonds, and 
convene congress, the same yet official organ de. 
nounced those merchants as guilty of AupAcity 
for thus approaching their elected president, and 
oured out 11s scoRN upon them, or rather would 
att done so ‘if they were not in circumstances to 
require pity.” Such was the language in which 
the distress of THE PEOPLE was laughed to scorn! 

What does the same official journal now an- 
nounce? What are the “circumstances” of the go. 
vernment? In what respect are they better than 
those of the insulted and outraged merchants? In 
none whatever. They are identically the same — 
Both the failing merchants and the government 
have lost their ability to command their resources 
for present purposes. They are both alike techni- 
eally bankrupt. 

Further: These merchants have been officially 
accused of audacity for addressing certain requests 
to the president, three in number, which the presi- 
dent did not think it expedient to comply with. 

Those three things which the merchants request- 
ed, and which the executive declined to do, the 
executive government has now DONE. It has con- 
vened congress; it has (in effect) revoked and set 
aside the specie circular; and it has authorised the 
extension of relief to merchants on their bonds, &c. 

What the presIDENT has now done, we are free 
to say, must be generally approved. The more it 


that it was not done at the proper time, when the 
PEOPLE asked it, and when the doing it might have 
averted the evil which has befallen the country. 
DeEposITE BANKS—priorily of the claims of the 
United States. The following article in relation to 
the claims of the U. States on the deposite banks, 1s 
from the Boston Daily Advertiser: . 
The insolvency of the Dry Dock bank, New 
York, which was one of the deposite banks, has 
given rise te a discussion there, on the queston, 
whether the United States are entitiled to a priority 
of payment of their demands against the bank to 
the exclusion, (if such be the consequence) of all 
other creditors. By act of congress, passed In 
1797, it was provided that, in all cases of indebt- 
ment to the United States, if their debtor becomes 
insolvent, the debt due to the United States shall 
be first satisfied. The “insolvency”? here men- 
tioned, must be evidenced by some act, which ac- 
cording to the laws of the state where the debtor 
resides, is an act of bankruptcy or insolvency, 
technically speaking; or it may be evidenced by bis 
making a general assignment for the benefit of bis 
creditors. The cause or origin of the debt to the 
United States is of no importance. Some have 
supposed that this preference was limited to bonds 
given for duties, but this isa mistake. A claim 10 
behalf of the U. States upon a bill of exchange, 4 
over payment or an advance of money, or a de- 
posite of money, is as much entitled to priority 
payment as any other debt. Nor is it of any 1" 
portance whether the claim be against a private 1 
dividual, a firm consisting of two or twenty indi- 
viduals, or a corporation, which is but a sort r 
copartnership, with limited powers and limite 
responsibilities. The questions are, 1s the bank a 
debtor to the United €tates?—Has it committed 3” 
act of insolvency? If these are answered in the 
affirmative, the right of priority is immoveably fixed, 
and the other creditors ef the bank must wait, ¢4? 
in hand, until the United States are “satisfied. 
These are not the speculations of a closet scholar. 
—they are the results of actual decisions of the wi 
preme court of the united and the highest cour’ 
of all (or most of) the states of the union, oe 
currence; and they are not the decisions ol MW. 





ington. 


justice Marshall and his associates. 


is approved, the more general must be the regret : ere 


Secretary Taney, aud his companions, but of chief 


. 


MovE! 


= tion of 








UE ap AG ea Sins 


nation of 
The Is 


) Sabine. 


The 2 
artillery, 
lousas cr 

One ce 

The tv 
as near t 
tion can 

Twoc 
the Upp: 

The 4t 

Seven 
near the 

Brig. § 
his como 
nation, @ 
Col Lind 


OFFIC 
Informat 
from Mi 
United | 
govern 
various 
the 3lst 
this coul 
ence anc 
due in tl 
Osprey, 
ed, have 
benefit 
Pembert 
agents 
includes 
and Gle 
to the s 
ment, 


Co.’ 
1837. 
ico and 
the Uni 
boring | 
come W 
the vess 
interest 


States ; 
here fo! 


© vexatio: 


relating 
the cit 
have ag 


“= should 


aS SSS 





1a 





cee 
a 
= 
a 
Ne 
ub 
os 
% 
“A 
£ 


PELE PAIR 3 





the citi: 
letters 
and bu 
place o 
said ve 
that th 
citizens 
conside 
both M 
In of} 
Americ 
partme 
such / 
bound | 
Ja 


Cam 
Gazett 
Indian, 
Caman 
was a 
Mexie: 
to get | 
Texas, 
fered b 
a coin 
mer, tf 
manch 
froons 
They 

heir a 
com ni 
Texia: 
lates), 
walter, 
came | 

“Th 
him th 
tribe 
Prrtics 
War.” 





q an 
OSed 
the 

un. 
y in 
1 the 


Iden 
Ould 
cial 
1 On 
What 
ject 
e of 
inej- 
@ar- 
’ the 
Sure 
nore 
etful 
the 
Cie 
and 
de- 
ity § 
and 
ould 
cs to 
hich 
rn! 
an- 
90. 
than 
In 
e.— 
rent 
rces 
hni- 


Ot, 


ans ESR ee Sian nei ia eg wei 
ct $ : 


ally 
ests 
"eSj- 


the 


set 
the 





free 
‘e it z 
gret Ba 
the 
ave 


' the 
n to 
s, is 


has 
ton, 
rity 
k to 
all 
| in 
e bt- 
mes 
hall 
en- 
ac- 
ptor 
icy, 
his 
his 
the 
ave 
nds 
2 ID 
an 
de- 
7 or 
jm- 
ine 
idi- 
t of 
ted 
ka 
an 
the 
ed, 
sap 
4.” 
lar, 


5: ii na ci SRerea 
aR Sita yo Ray 





=. 
Es 
ee 
= 
i 
% 
so 
% 
4 


‘PE PMR UR 


gil- 
rts 
n- 
vir. 
ief 


See 


Be tion 0 








NILES’ WEEKLY REGISTER—MAY 20, 1887—THE TREASURY AND THE MERCHANTS. isl 








Sap ; 
MovEMENTS OF TROOPS. Major general Jesup 
has been instructed to make the following disposi- 
on of the troops under his command, on the termi- 
nation of the war in F lorida: 
The Ist and 4th regiments of artillery to camp 


} Sabine. 


The 2d, and six companies of the 3d regiments of 
artillery, to Sabine river, where the road froin Ope- 
lousas crosses it. ; 

One company of the 3d artillery to Key West. 

The two remaining companies of the 3d artillery 
as near the mouth of the Sabine as a healthful posi- 
tion can be obtained. ; 

Two companies of the 2d infantry to remain on 
the Upper Wythlacoochee., 

The 4th regiment of infantry to the Creek nation. 

Seven companies of the 6th infantry to the Sabine, 
near the Opelousas road. . 

Brig. gen. Wool, has requested to be relieved from 
his command of the military forces in the Cherokee 
nation, and his request has been complied with. 
Col Lindsey, of the 2d artillery, will succeed him. 

[Army & Navy Chron. 





OrricraL. Department of state, May 12, 1837. 
Information has been received at the department 
from Mr. Kavanagh the charge d’ affaires of the 
United States at Lisbon, that treasury notes of the 
government of Portugal, which will become due at 
various periods, from the 31st of October, 1837, to 
the 31st of June, 1839, for the claims of citizens of 
this country in the cases of the Planter, Persever- 
ence and Quito, and for the remaining instalments 
due in the cases of the Galatea, Ann, Gleanor and 
Osprey, with interest on the several sums liquidat- 
ed, have been received by him, and deposited for the 
benefit of those interested with the house of S. 
Pemberton, Hutchinson & Co. of Lisbon who are 
agents for most of the claimants. This settlement 


includes an allowance to the seamen of the Galatea 


and Gleanor for their loss of clothes, and damages 


- to the seamen of the Galatea for their imprison- 


est. 


ment. Ferlobe, 





CoLLEcTOR’s OFFICE, NEw ORLEANS, May 5th, 


1837, As war is now waging on the Gulf of Mex- 


| ico and Texas, it is recommended to the citizens of 


the United States, trading with those or the neigh- 


) boring countries, or whose property is likely to 


come within reach of the combatants, to see that 
the vessels in which, or in whose cargoes, they are 
interested, are provided with the papers specified 


) in the 23d article of the treaty between the United 
) States and Mexico: an extract from said article 
> here follows—*Article 23d. 


To avoid all kinds of 
vexation and abuse in the examination of papers 
relating to the ownershin of vessels belonging to 


> the citizens of the two contracting parties, they 


have agreed, and do agree, that in case one of them 


> should be engaged in war, the vessels belonging to 
vew ; 
_» letters or passports, expressing the name, property 


4 5, ‘ 4 
the citizens of the other must be furnished with sea 


and bulk of the vessel, and also the name, and 
place of habitation of the master or commander of 
said vessels, in order that it may thereby appear 
that the said vessel really and truly belonzs to the 
citizens of one of the contracting parties; which is 
considered by this government as obligatory upon 
both Mexico and Texas. 

In order to protect the property and vessels of 
American citizens, I am furnished by the state de- 
partment with sea letters, which will be granted to 
such American vessels as clear from this office, 
bound to any port in Mexico or Texas. 

James W. BreEepLove, collector of customs. 





CamancHe Inprans. From the Arkansas State 
Gazette. Choctaw nation, April 9. “A Choctaw 
Indian, who has been much of his time among the 

amanches the past summer, says, that while he 
was among these Indians last summer, several 

exican officers were there, making arrangements 
to get them to join the Mexicans in the war against 
Texas, and that they had accepted of the terims of- 
fered by said officers. He farther says, that while 
a page i of dragoons was in the prairies last sum- 
mer, three Mexican officers were then with the Ca- 
manches, hid out and fed by them, while the dra- 
foons remained in the vineinity of their lodges. 
Jey were to remain neutral until they received 
their arms and ammunition from Mexico, and then to 
commence their war of extermination against the 

€xians, (or the white people, as the Choctaw re- 
lates), kill all or drive them across the ‘great red 
water,’ (no doubt meaning Red river), where they 
came from. ' 

“They were friendly to the Choctaw, and told 
him that they did not wish to fight with any other 
tribe of Indians, but wished all other tribes, and 


te the Choctaws, to join them in their 
ar. 


Mexico. The publication of a letter addressed 
by Mr. Monasterio, [see page 168], the Mexican 
minister for foreign relations, to the secretary of 
state, Mr. Forsyth, in which the appointment ofa 
charge d’ affaires to Texas is held up as an act in- 
consistent with speed iy tan promulgated by 
the late president and Mr. Forsyth, makes it proper 
to state, that the message accompanying the nomi- 
nation of Mr. Labranche, as charge to Texas, is 
necessary to a perfect appreciation of the course of 
the late administration in relation to the matter dis- 
‘cussed by Mr. Monasterio. The document to 
which we refer is not within our reach, the injunc- 
tion of secrecy not having been removed: which 
veil it among the proceedings of the private sittings 
of the senate. The actof the president, we can 
say, was but an acquiescence in the declared will 
of the legislature, expressed by resolution, and the 
provision of the appropriation act. [ Globe. 


LATE From Mexico. We understand that in- 
telligence has been received from Tampico, under 
date of 23d April, saying that the military comman- 
der at Tampico had received information of the cap- 
ture of a Mexican brig of war off Metamoras, and 
her prize, the American schooner Louisiana, and 
that the intelligence had excited great anxiety 
among the foreign merchants there. An embargo 
was laid on all American vessels in the port at an 
early hour of the 22d April, but was countermand- 
ed in the afternoon. It was understood that nothing 
further would be done until orders were received 
from Mexico. It is believed that an immediate em- 
bargo would be the result, and that the Americans 
there will be in a most deplorable situation, unless 
immediate measures, by the American government, 
should be taken to prevent it. [ Ibid. 





THE TREASURY AND THE MERCHANTS. 
A TREASURY ORDER. 
Treasury department, May 8, 1837. 

Srtr: [have been directed by the president of the 
United States to communicate to you the views of 
this department in relation to the request recently 
made to him by a committee appointed at a re- 
spectable meeting held in the city of New York. 
The request was, that “instructions may be given 
to prevent the commencing of suits in any of the 
collection districts upon unpaid bonds until after 
the first day of January next.” 

With every disposition on the part of the presi- 
dent and this departinent to gratify any wishes of 
the mercantile portion of the community, and with 
a deep solicitude to alleviate, as far as possible, the 

ressure which exists in their pecuniary affairs, it 
is to be regretted that instructions cannot be given 
for so protracted a delay, and in so general a man- 
ner, without a departure from long established 
usage, and great inconvenience to the merchants 
and the treasury. 

By the act of congress of the 2d of March, 1799, 
itis provided that “where any bond for the pay- 
ment of duties shall not be satisfied on the day it 
may become due, the collector shall forthwith, and 
without delay, cause a prosecution to be commenc- 
ed for the recovery of the money thereon by action 
or suit at law.” 

No authority or discretionary power is entrusted 
expressly to the president or this department to dis- 
pense with this imperative direction, given by con- 
gress to the collectors of customs. The general 
practice has been opposed to either the existence or 
the exercise of any legal authority, except in con- 
gress, to grant delay in the payment of such bonds, 
until after an action is instituted or judzment con- 
fessed. But aftera suit has been brought the col- 
lector’s duty has been considered as fulfilled, and 
this department, through its proper agents, has, in 
special cases, and in that stage of proceedings, 
deemed it lawful to direct some delay to be granted 
by the district attorney on certain terms. 

No statute forbids such a course; an‘ ifa payment 
in part be made, or additional security furnished, 
in cases were great hardship, embarrassment or 
insolvency is shown to exist, and the application is 
made in consequence of some of these circum- 
stances, indulgence has frequently been given, 
But the power of permitting some indulgence be- 


attorney general and the solicitor of the treasury to 
belong to the latter officer, under the act of con- 
gress of May 29, 1830; and in times and cases like 
the present, when the most favorable construction, 
which may be legal, should be followed, the de- 
partment is disposed, in conformity to the advice 
and opinion of those law officers, to sanction a de- 
lay by him, under like circumstances, and to a like 
extent, before suit or afterwards. Upon the oceur- 
rence, therefore, of cases of the character previons- 
ily described, whether before suit or after, and 





whether at your port or elsewhere, similar indul- 


fore an action is commenced is supposed by the. 





gences on similar terms could, and undoubtedly 
would, be allowed with pleasure, on seasonable ap- 

lication in each case—the extent of the delay be- 
ing regulated by the facts of each case, and the 
existing and probable wants of the treasury at the 
time it shall be presented. 

But should applications of this kind become nu- 
merous, or extend to several bonds very large in 
amount, difficulties unfortunately would arise under 
the existing laws and the present state of the trea- 
sury, not only to the parties, but to the public, in 
postponing payment for any considerable period. 

In the first place, all parties and sureties upon 
bonds unpaid, after due, are expressly disabled by 
the 62d section of the act before referred to, from 
having credit upon any other duty bond. 

The language is, “no person, whose bond has 
been received either as principle or surety for the 
payment of duties, or for whoin any bond has been 
given by an agent, factor or other person, in pur- 
suance of the provisions herein contained, and 
which bond may be due and unsatisfied, shall be 
allowed a future credit for duties, until such bond 
be fully paid or discharged.” In the next place, 
the condition of the treasury, during the remainder 
of the year, will, probably, be such, whether look- 
ing to the estimates submitted by this department 
to congress at the commencement of its session in 
December last, or the actual state of things at this 
time, or to create serious inconvenience and em- 
barrassment to the public interests in meeting the 
public engagements, should the payment of all the 
duty bonds outstanding in the United States, and 
amounting to several millions of dollars, be post- 
poned in their collection, either before or after suit, 
until the time requested hy the committee. 

This will be very manifest from the following 
data: The aggregate receipts into the treasury, dur- 
ing the year 1837, having been estimated in the 
last annualreport at $24,000,000, and the appropria- 
tions asked for by the respective departments, with 
the annual anticipated contingent, having amount- 
ed to about $27,000,000, it was then suggested that 
this would require the expenditure not only of all 
the estimated accruing receipts, but nearly three 
millions of the five reserved on the first of January, 
1337, from distribution among the states. 

Congress, however, in the course of the session, 
appropriated not only those three millions of ex- 
cess, but over five millions in addition, making an 
aggregate of more than thirty-two millions, and by 
this means a charge was imposed on the treasury to 
the extent of eight or nine millions beyond the es- 
timated receipts during the year. 

The expectation of a recurrence of an extraordi- 
nary excess of revenue during the present year, 
which may have been contemplated by some, and 
have formed the ground on which so large appro- 
priations were made, was never entertained by this 
department; nor does any such expectation, judging 
from the receipts of the first quarter and first month 
in the second quarter of the present year, seem 
likely to be verified. On the contrary, assuming 
the hypothesis that a similar amount of unexpended 
appropriations will remain at the close of the pre- 
sent year, as did at the close of the last, (though in 
ordinary times they are generally reduced eight 
millions lower, and should they become so, would 
increase the deficiency to that extent), the post- 
ponement of the payment of any considerable 
amount of bonds to the Ist of January next would 
make a deficiency in the means of the treasury 
highly probable. To postpone the payment of the 
many millions falling due at all the ports in the U. 
States would render-this deficiency inevitable, 

Comparing the present condition of the country 
with a former period of similar revulson in trade, 
when, in 1819, from causes somewhat analogous, the 
mercantile interests were exposed to a pressure so 
very general and severe, the likelihood seems equally 
strong in favor of a rapid reduction in the revenue. 

The foregoing remarks will explain some of the 
practical difficulties to be encountered in meeting 
the wishes expressed by the committee for the long 
postponement of the payment of duty bonds, whe- 
ther granted before or after suit, and whether ia 
view of the consequences to the merchants or to the 
treasury and the public. Butindulgence for thirty, 
sixty, and ninety days, not extending beyond the 
Ist of September, or about the time for arranging 
the payment of the last instalment of deposite with 
the states, could doubtless be granted in special 
cases, under the customary terms and circum- 
stances, as before explained, should any parties de- 
sire it. But what forbearance the situation of the 
treasury may justify in this respect, at any future 
day, cannot now be foreseen with much accuracy, 
The payment within so short a period as nine 
months of such a vast amount to the states as near 
thirty-eight millions, and which is mostly to be 
collected through the deposite banks, from the mere 
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cantile portion of the country, increases the pres- 
sure from other causes, on both the banks and the 
community, and creates a prospect that the revenue 
tip for the rest of the year will much decline, 
and will generally be, as has been the case in April, 
less than the current expenditures. 

Hence, the amountin the treasury at this time 
being only about six millions more than is required 
to be paid to the states, the progress of events may 
compel a recourse to such other measures as the 
existing laws authorise for meeting one of those 
great crises, or fluctuations in trade, by which, as 
well as by other contingencies, our present sources 
of revenue, from intimate dependence upon them, 
are so suddenly an: so largely in@ueneud, and for 
which it has been the anxious wish of this depart- 
ment, for two years past, that congress would effec- 
tually provide. 

How far the powers of the department under the 
deposite and other acts are now adequate to this 
end, need not be considered until a necessity to re- 
sort to them shall become imperative. But, at all 
events, it is manifest that the present, as well as 
probably future, condition of the treasury must be 
so doubtful, if not straightened, as to prevent it 
from affording so much incidental or direct aid to 
the mercantile interest either individually or through 
the deposite banks, asit would be highly gratifying 
to this department to be able to extend. More es- 
pecially would it be gratifying to do this while that 
interest is suffering under the present severe pres- 
sure—a pressure regretted by me as deenly as any 
one, and the near and probable approach, as well 
as principal causes of which, according to my 
views of the subject, I felt impelled, from a sense 
of public duty, however disagreeable the task, to 
point out in detail in the last annual report, so fully 
as to render a repetition of them on this occasion 
unnecessary as well as painful. 

This department cannot close the present com- 
munication without requesting you to assure the 
individuals conuected with the great commerce of 
your port of the deep sympathy felt here on account 
of its embarrassments—of the willingness cherished 
at this time, as on former occasions, to extend to it 
every species of relief and induigence in the power 
of the treasury, consistent with the laws and public 
duties entrusted to its charge—and of the entire 
conviction entertained that the high moral charac- 
ter and honorable feelings of the merchants will 
not only carry them through trials of adverse for- 
tune with their usual respect for the laws and the 
constituted authorities of their country, but, by the 
aid of their accustomed energy, enterprise, and in- 
defatigable industry, will ere long relieve them from 
most of the sufferings which have been occasioned 
by those disasters which have occurred so unex- 
pectedly to some and so injuriously to many. Re- 
spectfully yours, LEVI WOODBURY, 

Secretary of the treasury. 

Samuel Swartwout, esq. collector of New York. 

P. 8. You are requested to give immediate pub- 
licity to the above communication. 





LETTER FROM MR. BIDDLE. 
From the Philadelphia National Gazette. 

We present to our readers to-day a third letter to 
Mr. Adams from the president of the bank of the U. 
States, which will be read with not less interest and 
advantage than the preceding ones. It is a per- 
fectly clear and satisfactory exposition of the ex- 
isting state of things, and cannot fail to carry con- 
viction to the minds of all. It shows that the course 
adopted by the banks of Philadelphia was impera- 
tively demanded by circumstances beyond their 
control, and that it will be most conducive to the 
ultimate benefit of the community and country— 
that the bank of the United States has been actuated 
in this measure by the same spirit of patriotism 
and wisdom which has guided all its proceedings, 
and that it will be ready ata moment’s warning to do 
its part in restoring matters to their former condi- 
tion of peace and prosperity. 

Philadelphia, May 13th, 1837. 

My pEAR str: You were good enough to express 
a wish to know my own views of the present state 
of things, andI hasten to give them without re- 
serve. 

You may perhaps remember that in my letter to 
you of the 11th of November last, I stated what 
seemed the real cause of the embarrassments then 
existing, and the appropriate remedies for them, 
adding that by their adoption “confidence would be 
restored in twenty-four hours, and repose at least 
in as many days.”’ Six months’ further experience 
has only confirmed that opinion. I believe now, 
as I believed then,. that the events of this week 
might have been readily prevented—and that the 
unhappy perseverence in the measures then depre- 
cated, has reduced the country to its present condi- 
tion. But I have no leisure now to discuss the 


subject, and no disposition to indulge in unavailing 
regrets. It will be more profitable to look distinct- 
ly at the present position of the banks and the 
country, and to suggest their respective duties to 
themselves and to each other. 

All the deposite banks of the government of the 
United States in the city of New York suspended 
ra payments this week—the deposite banks 
elsewhere have followed their example; which was 
of course adopted by the state banks not connected 
with the government. I say of course, because it 
is certain that when the government banks cease to 
pay specie, all the other banks must cease, and for 
this clear reason. The great creditor in the United 
States is the government. It receives for duties 
the notes of the various banks, which are placed for 
collection in certain government banks, and are 
paid to those government banks in specie if re- 
quested. 

Now if these government banks, the depositories 
of the public revenue, will not pay specie, for the 
very warrants drawn upon them by the treasury— 
the government of the United States from that mo- 
ment ceases to pay specie to the citizens of the U. 
States. As moreover the government receives for 
duties only specie and the notes of specie paying 
banks, the instant its own deposite banks cease to 
pay specie, the government must refuse to receive 
the notes of its own deposite banks, and can re- 
ceive no notes except those of banks not deposite 
banks. 

On the one hand then the government is bound to 
pay its debts in specie, and it has no means of pro- 
curing specie, except from the banks not connected 
with the treasury, so that these banks find all their 
notes collected and paid into the treasury for duties 


the government—while the deposite banks will not 
pay their debts to the other banks in specie nor pay 
the treasury warrants in specie. Take for instance 
this example. The claimant under the French 
indemnity had certainly moneys due to him in 
France. The government imported it in gold for 
him—and when the day of distribution arrived he 
obtained an order for his portion. But instead of 
receiving his own share of his own proper identical 
gold, he has received neither gold nor silver, but 


the government itself wotld refuse to receive from 
this very claimant for any debt which he might owe 
to the government. So long therefore, as the go- 
vernment and the government banks will not pay 
specie to other banks, it would be rashness in those 
banks to pay specie to them, and as they cannot 
make a discrimination in those whom they will 
pay, the only alternative is to concur with the go- 
vernment banks in the general suspension. 

Our Philadelphia banks saw this. They thought 
it useless to carry on so unequal an intercourse in 
which they were to pay to New York, while New 
York refused to pay to Pennsylvania, for if the 
Pennsylvania Besides paid while those of New York 
did not, the whole revenue would have been turned 
into Pennsylvania notes and specie demanded. 

In the midst of these disorders the bank of the 
United States occupies a peculiar position, and has 
special duties. Had it consulted merely its own 
strength it would have continued its payments with- 
out reserve. But 

Ist. Like all the other Pennsylvania banks, it 
owed a duty to the citizens of our own state; and it 
was not disposed to stand aloof from a general 
movement of the other state institutions, which 
however it might regret it could not censure. 

2d. It was not inclined, moreover, to discredit, 
by a refusal to receive it, the paper of the other 
state banks which had ceased to pay specie, still 
less to force its Pennsylvania debtors to pay their 
debts in specie, when other citizens in other states 
weré allowed to pay ina less costly medium: thus 


merchants and manufacturers and mechanics of 
Pennsylvania. 

3d. While the vaults of all the other banks were 
closed, the government of the United States would 
have no resource to procure specie, but the bank of 
the United States, which ought not to assume the 
risk of being the only source of supply for bullion 
to the government and the land office as well as for 
exportation. 

4th. The deposite banks of the government would 
not pay their debts to the bank of the United States. 
Why then should the banks of the United States 
pay to these institutions on account of the govern- 
ment specie for their notes when these very banks 
would not not pay their own debts? There would 
have been an equal want of reciprocity and of jus- 
tice in such a proceeding. 

5th. There was another reason against it, final 
and decisive. From the moment that the deposite 





banks of New York, failed to comply with their en- 


converted immediately into specie for the use of 


g ‘overruling necessity. 
the notes of the deposite banks—which very notes | 





———_——-: 
gagements, it was manifest that all the other dey, 
site banks must do the same, that there must be. 
universal suspension throughout the country sha 
that the treasury itself in the midst of its nominal 
abundance must be practically bankrupt. 

In such a state of things the first consideration ;. 
how to escape from it—how to provide at the earli. 
est practicable moment to change a condition which 
should not be tolerated beyond the necessity whic} 
commanded it. The old associations, the extensive 
connections, the established credit, the large capital 
ofthe bank of the United States, rendered jt the 
natural rallying point of the country for the je. 
sumption of specie peyments. 

It seemed wiser, therefore, not to waste its strenoth 
in astruggle which might be doubtful while the exe. 
cutive perpevere in its present policy, but to hus. 
band all its resources so as to profit by the first fa. 
vorable moment to take the lead in the early re. 
sumption of specie payments. Accordingly the 
bank of the United States assumes that position, 
From this moment its eflorts will be to keep itsely 
strong, and to make itself stronger; always prepar- 
ed and always anxious to assist in recalling the cur- 
rency and the exchanges of the country to the point 
from which they have fallen. It will c0-operate 
cordially and zealously with the government, with 
the government banks, with all the other banks, 
and with any other influences which can aid in that 
object. 

In the meantime, two great duties devolve on the 
banks and the country. 

The first regards foreign nations—the second our 
own. We owe a debt to foreigners, by no means 
large’ for our resources, but disproportioned to our 
present means of payment. We must take care 
that this late measure shall not seem to be an eflort 
to avoid the payment of our honest debts to them. 
We have woin, and eaten, and drunk the produce 
of their industry—too much of all perhaps, but that 
is our fault, not theirs. We may take less hereafter, 
but the country is dishonored unless we discharge 
that debt to the uttermost farthing. 

The second’ duty is to ourselves. We should 
bear constantly in mind that the step which has 
been taken is excusable only on the ground of an 
We must not make the re- 
medy itselfa disease. It must not be the pretext 
of extravagant loans or issues. ‘lhese are already 
sufficiently inflated, and if we have voluntarily re- 
moved the most familiar and established check upon 
all issues—their immediate convertibility into coin 
—it is,our duty to substitute some effectual re- 
straints which may enable us to restore the cur- 
rency without delay or difficulty to a safe and whole- 
some condition. 

The result of the whole is, that a great disaster 
has befallen the country. Its existence thus far is 
only a misfortune—its continuance will be a re- 
weer from which all true men must rally to save 

er. We must try to render it as short as possible, 
waiting patiently and calmly for the action of the 
eras ap and in the mean time diminishing ‘ts 

angers by great prudence and forbearance. For 
myself, you know how zealously I have labored to 
avert this misfortune. With not less anxiety I shall 
now strive to repair it. With great respect and re- 
gard, yours, N. BIDDLE. 

Hon. J. Q. Adams, Quincy, Mass. 





THE BANK OF ENGLAND SUSPENSION OF 
SPECIE PAYMENTS, IN 1797. 

The present posture of affairs in the United 
States will give great interest to the annexed brief 
history of the suspension of specie payinents by the 
bank of England, which is from sources to be re- 
lied upon: 

“On the 26th of February, 1797, being Sunday, 
an order of the privy council was transmitted to the 


| bank towards evening, prohibiting the further p2y- 
breaking down, for the benefit of other states, the 


ment of specie until the pleasure of parliament 
should be made known. The parliament took the 
subject into consideration on the next day, Februa- 
ry 27, and approved of the order of the privy cotn- 
cil. The suspension of specie payments was orig!- 
nally intended to be only a temporary measure, and 
the strongest assurances were given to this effec! 
on the part of the bank and government. It was, 
however, continued from time to time, but always 
a temporary measure, until, in 1819, twenty-two 
years after the suspension of payment, steps began 
seriously to be taken for resuming specie Pay- 
ments, which were, in fact, resumed, on the 1st of 
May, 1828. The bank thus presents the singular 
example of a virtual insolvency for twenty-s!x 
years, and eventual redemption of its paper and 1's 
credit; and this return to specie payments wes not 
attended by any revulsion or commercial shock, 
preparations were made for it long beforehand. 
The amount of the notes of the bank in circulation 
was reduced from about £24,000,000 to about 
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£18,000,000. In the mean time a new coinage of 

id had been issued, in 1821-1822, to the amount 
or eld 877,547, which supplied the chasm made in 
al cireulation of the country by the reduction of 
aa amount of bank of England notes, and also 
ent to replenish the vaults of the bank, in prepa- 
pons for the run that might be made on the re- 
vamption of payment; but the danger was passed 
sump ee 5 
with the greatest facility. The bank notes had 
jepreciated, or, as the phrase was at the time, the 
rice of bullion had gradually risen, so as to be, at 
one period, at the rate of 14 or 15 per cent.; and if 
the bank had then stopped suddenly, and, if we 
may imagine it possible, had redeemed the whole 
of its paper, £ 25,000,000 or more, with specie, it 
would have been a gain to the then holders of the 
notes, in the whole, of £3,500,000, and a loss to 
the then debtors to the bank of the same amount, 
assuming the depreciation to be 14 per cent. while 
the bank itself would have lost only the amount of 
had debts which would have been made by such a 
sudden and tremendous revulsion; for, the moment 
of the bank’s resuming to pay specie itself, by this 
very operation, it reduced the payments to the 
bank, by its debtors, to specie; for the bank had a 
right to demand payment of notes and bills discount- 
ed in specie, or, what would have been equivalent, 
its own notes. Such a measure would evidently 
have shaken the kingdom to its foundation, and 
probably have brought down its commercial, finan- 
cial and economical systems in ruins. Instead of 
such a catastrophe, either in discontinuing or re- 
newing payments of specie, each of which was 
equally difficult and hazardous, the transition in the 
depreciation of paper was gradual, and almost im- 
perceptible, and after the overthrow of Napoleon, 
its rise in value was again, for the most part, as 
gradual, until it arrived at a par with gold, before the 
resumption of specie payments. In a political, 
financial and commercial view, this institution, 
from the suspension to the resumption of specie 
payments, presents a stupendous phenomenon, un- 

aralleled in history. The suspension of payment, 
in 1797, was one of those bold measures, which are 
justified only by extreme cases, and which, in such | 
eases, are, in fact, the only prudent measures.— | 
The whole system of financial administration, and | 
all the commercial combinations and connexions 
of the kingdom, were involved in the affairs of the 
institution at the time of its stopping, in 1797.— 
The holders of the notes, and the depositors, were 
pressing to the bank for specie, of which there re- 
mained in the vaults only £1,270,000, while the 
notes and claims outstanding, and which might be 
demanded, were £58,640,250, and the demands 
were pouring in with a still increasing tide. It 
seemed probable that the bank must stop payment 
after paying out this specie; the shock, whatever it 
might be, must be encountered, and it was very 
justly supposed that it would be, in a measure, 
broken, by anticipating the necessity, and stopping 
with more than a million in its vaults, instead of 
waiting until they should have been emptied. 

The reasons given in parliament in favor of this 
suspension of payment, and of its continuanee from 
time to time, were: 1. that the bank could not con- 
tinue its discounts, and its payments in specie; and, 
if its diseounts were stopped, or greatly reduced, 
the commerce of the country would be destroyed: 
2. that the credit of the government would be lost 
if the bank should cease to make advances upon 
the taxes: 3. that specie payments were of no be- 
nefit to England, as the specie, on being drawn 
from the bank, went abroad: 4. that it was more 
important that the bank should exist, than that it 
should meet its payments at the expense of its ex- 
istence: 5, that the commercial arrangements, com- 
binations and relations, existing in the kingdom, 
would be broken up by the disedluticn of this insti- 
tution, and, being once broken up, could never be 
renewed; and, 6. that it was better to stop specie 
payments while specie and bullion could be kept 
in the country by that means. Such were the rea- 
Sons given in favor of the measure, and though it 
las been censured by some, who have pretended to 
discover in it the cause of much financial and com- 
mercial derangement, yet they do not show by 
what other course Great Britain could have strug- 
gled through the terrible conflicts of that period,” 





| 





FOREIGN NEWS. 

From Loadon dates received at New York, to April 
11th, inclusive. 

GREAT BRITAIN. 

One of the great American houses—that of G. 

Wildes & Co.—had been compelled to solicit aid 

from the bank of England, with the intimation that 

unless it was given they must stop payment at 

Once. The aid was given, to a large amount, after 

long and anxious consultation between the directors 


& Co. and the question is very anxiously discussed, 


Messrs. Wildes & Co. were unable to offer any se- 
curity. 

The papers are full of comments upon this trans- 
action, and opinions, of course, are various. It was 
feared and expected that other American houses 
would be compelled to follow the example of Wildes 


whether and to what extent the bank can aid them 

in their need. All is admitted to depend on the 

state of the remittances from this country, and we 
knew well enough what they have been. 

One of the papers says that the bank has taken 
upon itself all the liabilities of Wildes & Co. and 
will wind up their affairs. Another says that two 
other houses have been bolstered up by the bank; 
but does not give the names. 

A deputation from the merchants of Liverpool 
had gone up to London, seeking aid from the bank 
and the government. 

The following is the memorial agreed upon at the 
meeting of Liverpool merchants. 

‘To the right honorable the chancellor of his majesty’s 

exchequer. 

«The memorial of the undersigned merchants, bro- 
kers, and other inhabitants connected with the 
trade of Liverpool, 

“Respectfully sheweth, That the distress of the 
mercantile interest is intense beyond example, and 
that it is rapidly extending to all ranks and condi- 
tions of the community, so as to threaten irretriev- 
able ruin in all directions, involving the prudent 
with the imprudent, the manufacturer with the mer- 
chant and the weavers, spinners and laborers gene- 
rally, with the manufacturers themselves. 

‘‘Your memorialists will not now enter on an ex- 
amination of all the causes which have led to the 
existing convulsion; they are aware that the late 
high prices of commodities mainly contribute to 
produce unfavorable exchanges. These high prices 
have passed, and are now succeeded by such a fall 
as cannot fail in time to attract the capital of the 
whole mercantile world to the relief of the present 
pressure. 

‘‘Your memorialists know better than to ask for 
any assistance which could restore high prices; the 
losses must be borne; all they humbly ask is that 
measure of relief which will save numbers of all 
classes, from total ruin—ruin not proceeding from 
insolvency, but from the total impossibility of dis- 
posing of their property, in time to meet their pre- 
sent and approaching engagements. 

‘‘Your memorialists farther submit that the pre- 

sent condition of affairs, unless mitigated, may in- 

volve the public peace, and deeply affect his majes- 
ty’s revenue. 

«Your memorialists therefore pray that these pre- 

mises may be taken into immediate consideration, 

and that such relief may be granted as to your judg- 
ment may be deemed safe and expedient. 
«‘And your memorialists will ever pray.” 

At the Manchester meeting the folluwing resolu- 

tions was adopted, after considerable debate and 

much opposition—several of the gentlemen present 
contending that the Liverpool merchants and bank- 
ers had no claim for relief upon the government. 

‘That although the present situation of the com- 

merce of Manchester is not such as to require as- 

sistance from government to this town ‘iad neigh- 
borhood, this meeting is of opinion that, looking 
to the probable consequences of the heavy calami- 
ties apprehended by the merchants of Liverpool, 
and to the manner and degree in which they may 
affect the interests of the manufacturing districts, 
the application of that body for aid should be sup- 
ported by a deputation from this chamber.” 

The accounts from the manufacturing districts 
are very bad, and great numbers of workmen were 
out of employment. 

There is some little ground for hope, amid all this 
gloom, in the fact that consols and exchequer bills 
have not fallen off in price. 

From the Times, April 10th. 

Saturday evening. The excitement in the city, 
which seems to have been at its height during the 
last two days, has materially lessened this morning, 
and people are beginning to hope that the worst of 
the crisis is now past. The American house allud- 
ed to yesterday, to which assistatice was given by 
the bank, is that of George Wildes & Co. and the 
interference has proved to be an instant and sensible 
relief in a very large circle. Whether the connex- 
ions of that house will ultimately escape injury from 
the situation in which it has fallen, will depend on 
the successful collection of the sums due to it in 
America, for if they should not be realized to an 
extent sufficient to satisfy the bank, all the collate- 
ral securities recently obtained in London, must be 
put in requisition. While this matter is in pro- 
gress, the immediate effect of the arrangement 





of the bank and the treasury department, although 


with the bank is to bring out an increased supply 


ence in the present low state of the stock of bullion. 


There is understood, indeed, to be a very large par- 
ty in the bank parlor who are wholly opposed to 
the principle of the assistance given to this and 
other houses, and hence arise the contradictions in 
the oflicial articles which are issued from thence; 
one party blaming the measure, though the necessi- 
ty for it is admitted; the other defending it, and 
claiming a sort of merit for the bank for the inter- 
ference. The obscure hints in an article put forth 
to-day, by the party opposed to interference, at the 
source from whence it has been forced upon them, 
have very much puzzled and mystified the city. 
That the government was concerned in foreing it 
on, seems no longer to be alleged by any of the 
friends of the directors, and yet there is much dif- 
ficulty in conjecturing what other power there can 
be able to compel the bank to do that which was 
thought inconvenient or impolitic. Some have 
imagined it to be a party in the bank parlor itself, 
whose views the interference would suit, but the 
connexion of interests is not a very intelligible one. 
It would be better for them, and more satisfactory 
to both parties, now that the origin of these articles 
is well uaderstood, if the directors would speak out 
plainly, and state to whom it is that they allude. 
They have used no forbearance towards the Ameri- 
can merchants and the discount houses, and there- 
fore need not exercise any delicacy with other 
arties. In the novel as well as difficult situation 
into which commercial affairs have been brought, 
nothing can exceed’the eager curiosity and inter- 
est with which every new incident is watched. 
The worst feature of it is the great distress and 
pressure which are produced by it in every branch 
of the national industry, no part of which can be 
said to be beyond its influence. In that respect, it 
is no exaggeration to say that the calamity of 1825 
has been very far exceeded. 
The English stock market is firm, and some of 
the securities have improved a shade. The ad- 
vance is attributed to the difficulty many persons 
find of safely and satisfactorily investing their means, 
and consequently purchasing government secu- 
rities, rather than employ them in regular business. 
There has been, and continues, a great demand for 
money stock. During the day there was purchased 
for the accountant general of chancery, £60,000 2 
per cent. consols at 903. Consols advanced to, and 
closed at, 90} to 8 for money and the account, and 
for May account 903. Exchequer bills farther im- 
abe leaving off at 38s. to 40s. premium. India 
onds remained at 97s. to 39s. premium. 

From the Globe, April 10. 
By letters from Manchester, it appears that the 
failure of Messrs. A. Lees & Co. large manufac- 
turers there, which was sporen of last week, is now 
positively announced. They employed a very ag 
number of work people, who will probably be 
thrown out of employment. At a meeting of the 
chamber of commerce there, it was determined to 
appoint a deputation to proceed to London, and co- 
operate with the Liverpool deputation, in endea- 
voring to obtain assistance from government. 

Money is very easy in the city on first rate se- 
curity: it can be borrowed on consols at i4 to 2 per 
cent. 

From the Morning Herald, April 11. 

City— Monday evening. Great anxiety has pre- 
vaited to ascertain the result of the interview be- 
tween the deputation from Manchester and Liver- 
pool and the chancellor of the exchequer, on the 
subject of obtaining assistance from the government 
by an issue of exchequer bills upon bonded Ameri- 
can produce. 

There is no doubt that the assistance given by 
the bank of England to the leading American 
houses has temporarily relieved the market; never- 
theless, although money continues easy on the 
stock exchange, it still sustains a high rate of in- 
terest in the commercial market. 

From the Globe of April 8. 

The very extraordinary arrangement between 
the bank and Messrs. G. Wildes & Co. which we 
mentioned yesterday, leads most persons to believe 
that the bank have so far committed themselves in 
this affair, that they are bound to extend the same 
assistance to all the American houses, if required, 
in which case, all doubt about the final result of 
their embarrassments is removed. 

By the usual publication of the bank affairs, in 
the Gazette of last night, we are enabled to disco- 
ver, that during the last month, as compared with 
the average of the month of February, they have 
increased their circulation about five hundred thou- 
sand pounds, while their stock of bullion is increased 
about three hundred and fifty thousand pounds. 
The average of three months, as published in the 
Gazette, must be analyzed, to arrive at this secret. 

The political and continental intelligence is of 








of notes, which is not to be regarded with indiiier- 


very little interest. The Irish municipal reform 
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bill was to have its third reading on the night 10th 
April; its passage through the lower house was 
considered almost a matter of course. 

A paragraph in the Antwerp Precurseur announ- 
ces the shipment of 500 barrels of flour to London, 
to be thence reshipped to New York. It will come 
at a bad moment for the shippers. 

FRANCE. 
Paris, April 8. 

Bourse, 4 o’clock. The French funds are going 
down a little, owing to the continued indecission as 
to the ministry, which is apparently as far as ever 
from being completed. The three per cent lost 10 
centimes on Saturday, opening at 79, 20, 15, and 
closing at 79, 05. Little was done in any stock. 
Five per cents, 106, 90; bank actions, 24,20. 

The news from Paris is to the 9th ult. The fifth 
legion of the Paris, national guard has been dismiss- 
ed by order of government, The cause was sup- 
posed to have been the election by the company, 
of two captains who are personally offensive to the 


king. 

Mowales, the individal who made the last attack 
on the person of the king, has confessed that he 
had drawn lots with Lavaux and Lacaze to know 
which of the three should assassinate the king. 


He is said to have declared that a secret society of 


conspirators existed, consisting of about 40 persons, 
to whom numbers had been allotted to determine 
their order, in their endeavor to commit regicide. 

The French ministry had not yet been complet- 
ed M. Thiers may perhaps return to the cabinet, 
and it is said that he has combined with M. Soult, 
Montalioch aud Humann, in order to arrange a new 
one. 

Great distress prevails among the working peo- 
ple of Lyons, and subscriptions have been opened 
with a view to their relief. 

SPAIN. 

From Spain we learn that the country was in 
great distress, and the military chiefs divided. 

Evan’s forces, at St. Sebastian, will be increased 
to 17,000 men, by re-inforcements from Espartero. 


JUDGE SMITH’S LETTER. 

Having declined accepting the appointment as 
one of the aasociate justices of the supreme court 
of the United States, conferred upon me by the 
president and senate, at the close ofthe late session 
of congress, and being the only man in the union 





who has ever done so, it has become a matter of 


considerable inquiry, as well as of some specula- 
tion, why I would decline a very dignified office, 
of light labors, and a permanent salary of $5,000a 
year. And anumber of gentlemen have been quite 
solicitous for an explanation, which I have no mo- 
tives to withhold. 

I have not declined it from any bodily infirmity 
which would incapacitate me to perform the duties, 


because I feel my constitution as firm and healthy | P 


as at any period of my life. 

It is not that [ doubt my legal learning, because 
all the great principles of legal science, which I 
ever understood, are as fresh in my recollection as 
when I withdrew from the courts. 

Nor is it from any cold indifference to this honor. 
I appreciate it highly; as I considera seat in the 
supreme court of the United States among the 
inost honorable appointments in the gift of the pre- 
sident and the senate. And to be associated with 
the distinguished jurists who now preside in that 
court, with a permanent salary of $5000, a year—a 
salary which Jay, Rutledge, Ellsworth and Mar- 
shall, men of transcendent talents, who were suc- 
cessively chief justices of that court, deemed an 
adequate compensation, would render it an envia- 
ble and pleasing station. I also highly appreciate 
this honor for other reasons; it was conferred un- 
sought for; and the nomination was made by that 
illustrious patriot, general Jackson, in the last mo- 
ments of his administration; from whose hands I 
would as soon receive it as from any other man 
living. 

But from my industry and attention to my own 
business, I have rendered my pecuniary circum- 
stances comfortable, without the aid of a salary. 

I am governed, however, by other considerations. 
[I was among those who advocated both the first 
and second election of general Jackson; and believe 
he has done more to rescue the constitution from the 
grasp of party purposes, and bring it back to its ori- 
ginal meaning and true construction, and given more 
character and repectability to the American name 
abroad, than any president who has gone before 
him. He has now retired to the shades of private 
life, with the plaudits and blessings of his country 
resting uponhim. Yethe wasassailed, with undue 
violence, up to the close of his administration, not 
only as regarded his public measures, but his moral 
rectitude; and that, too, at a moment when he was 
heaving from his lungs his life’s blood, under a 





constitution rendered too feeble to retain it, from 
the toils and cares he had borne in serving his coun- 
try. 

it would seem that he is not yet to be at rest; if 
we look since he has retired, at the party prints, 
the loud and continued denunciations which we 
hear every day in the streets, and the dinner 
speeches of disappointed expectants, who linger 
in his wake to arouse, if possible, public opinion 
against him, there is an evident determination to 
pursue him to his tomb, and trample upon his very 
ashes, that they may cleave down and blot out the 
inestimable sriaciples he has established, and open 
afresh the constitution to a liberal construction, or 
any other construction; and to clamber into office, 
without merit or without any fixed principle, upon 
such new constructions, compromises and factions, 
as they may be enabled to form and excite, from 
this new order of things. 


Whilst these scenes are acting, I should be un- 
willing to hold any judicial station. Because I 
might conceive it tobe my duty asa citizen, and as 
a member of this great community, to offer, in 
some constitutional mode, my objections. Although 
I have always believed a judge was not bound by 
any moral principle to abstain from the political 
discussions that so much agitate our country, I 
have nevertheless believed him under the strongest 
prudential motives to do so; as he might, with 
perfect innocence, in discussing a political subject 
elsewhere, express an opinion which might after- 
wards cross his judicial path whilst on the bench, 
place him in a delicate situation, and in public es- 
timation, cast a blot upon the sacred ermine. 

For these reasons, principally, I have declined 
accepting that appointment. 

WILLIAM SMITH. 

Huntsville, April 28, 1837. 





ADMINISTRATION OF THE EXECUTIVE 
DEPARTMENTS. 
In the house of representatives, March 3, 1887. 
REPORT OF MR. WISE.—(CONCLUDED.) 

On Tuesday, January 31, the committee adopted 
a resolution calling on the postmaster general for 
information as to the removal of the late postmaster 
at Stanford, Kentucky. The next day this resolu- 
tion was communicated to the postmaster general, 
and on the 4th of February the following letter was 
received from him: 

‘‘ Post office depariment, February 3, 1837. 

‘Str: I have received your note of the Ist inst. 
enclosing a resolution of the committee of which 
you are chairman, requesting me to furnish you 
with the following papers, viz: 

“1. The papers relative to the removal of the 
late postmaster at Stanford, Kentucky. 

“<2. The papers and letters recommending the ap- 
ointment of any person or persons other than the 
individual who was appointed, and who now holds 
the office. 

“3. The papers and recommendations in favor of 
the appointment of the present postmaster, Alfred 
Hocker. 

“In reply, I have the honor to state that the pow- 
er of making appointments is vested by the consti- 
tution and laws in the president, heads of depart- 
ments and courts of law; checked, in relation to the 


higher appointments, by the senate of the United 
States. 


*‘No power whatever, in relation to them, except 
the power to impeach for corrupt or illegal appoint- 
ments, is vested in the house of representatives.— 
Although there is nothing in this case (so far as I 
am personally concerned) I could wish to conceal, 
yet, believing it to be one of the duties of my sta- 
tion to regard the constitutional limitations of pow- 
er, and that a compliance with the request of your 
committee would be a precedent tending to subvert 
them, I am compelled most respectfully to decline 
it. 

“In justice to a persecuted fellow citizen, I deem 
it proper to add, that Alfred Hocker’s private cha- 
racter is believed to be without a blemish, and his 
qualifications undoubtec; and that to hunt him 
through life for an error of opinion, in a particular 
case, as to his legal power, appears to me as unjust 
as it would be inhuman. Very respectfully, your 
obedient servant, AMOS KENDALL. 

‘*Hon. Henry A. Wise, chairman,” &c. &c. 

There are other letters, but these, it is presumed, 
will clearly show with what frankness and dispo- 
sition to aid the inquiry the president and heads of 
departments have responded to the committee. It 
is worthy of remark that the last letter quoted, from 
the head of the post office department, takes the 


| monstrous position THAT THE HOUSE OF REPRE 


SENTATIVES IS VESTED WITH NO POWER TO IN- 
QUIRE INTO OFFICIAL MISCONDUCT RESPECTING 
APPOINTMENTS TO AND REMOVALS FROM OFFICE. 
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He not only refused to recognise that power by ,, 
sponding to the committee, but arrogated to hituserr 
the high prerogative of REBUKING THE comyyy. 
TEE, by casting upon it the unfounded imputatio, 
of “hunting, in an unjust and inhuman manner. , 
fellow citizen through life for an error of opinion 
that “fellow citizen” a favorite of his, the notorig,. 
Alfred Hocker, who was sheriff of Kentucky, ary 
in violation of his oath of office, had withheld 4; 
poll of Lincoln county, in that state, in the celp. 
brated contested election between Moore and Let. 
cher, and who had been rewarded, as was SUDNosed 
by an appointment given him by the postmaste; 
general, at Stanford, in consideration of an infamy 
act of knavery for “rue PARTY,” since made feo. 
ny by an act of the state, passed in consequence 
of his very conduct in that case! 

The undersigned regrets to add that the masogy. 
TY OF THE COMMITTEE, also, showed as little dis. 
position to pursue inquiry, and showed every dispo. 
sition to sustain the president and the departmen(s 
in their positions, and in their course of obstructing: 
fair and full investigation. 

The journal will justify, in almost every instance, 
this serious charge against the majority. 

On January 27th, when the letter of the president 
of the 26th was read, Mr. Campbell, of the commit. 
tee, submitted the following resolution: 

‘Resolved, That the chairman of this committee 
be directed to ask leave of the house to be discharg. 
ed from the further consideration of the resolution 
of the 17th of January, 1857, which was referred {o 
this committee, the short period remaining of the 
session making it difficult, under any circuinstances, 
to do even partial justice to the subject referred to 
them; and as the views which the president has ex- 
pressed in his communication of this morning, an( 
the instructions he promises to give to the heais of 
the different departinents, will bar all investigation, 
and render the best directed efforts of this commit- 
tee to effect the objects of its organization futile and 
useless, 

‘Which resolution, on motion of Mr. Lincoln, 
was modified by adding, with the consent of the 
mover, the following: 

“And that, in making the motion for the dis- 
charge of the committee, the chairman report to the 
house a copy of the journal of its proceedings. 

‘Which resolution, thus modified, was rejected, 
as follows: 

«A yes—Messrs. Wise, Lincoln, Campbell—3. 

‘“Nays—Messrs. Pearce, Muhlenberg, Hanne- 
gan, Parks, Mann—5.” 

This resolution was rejected, but reconsidered 
and laid upon the table. 

“Mr. Hannegan moved to reconsider the vote re- 
jecting the resolution of Mr. Campbell, asking 
leave for the committee to be discharged; which 
motion was sustained as follows: 

«A yes—Messrs. Wise, Hannegan, Parks, Camp- 
bell, Lincoln—5. 

«sNays—Messrs. Pearce, Mullenberg, Mann—s. 

«Mr. Hannegan moved that the resolution of Mr. 
Campbell do lie upon the table; which motion was 
decided in the affirmative as follows: 

‘A yes—Messrs. Pearce, Muhlenberg, Hannegan, 
Parks, Mann—5. : 

«Nays—Messrs. W ise, Campbell, Lincoln—3.” 

On Monday. January 30, Mr. Wise submitted 
the following resolutions: 

«Resolved, That the letter of the president of the 
United States, dated the 26th instant, addressed to 
the chairman of this committee, and handed to him 
by the private secretary of the president, 1n pre- 
sence of the committee, is an official attack of the 
executive upon the proceedings of the house of ree 
presentatives and of this committee, and upon the 
privileges of members of both houses of congress; 
and opposes unlawful and uncenstitutional resist 
ance to the just powers of the house of representa 
tives and of this committee: therefore, ' 

‘Resolved, That the chairman of this committe? 
be directed to report to the house his letter, and the 
resolutions of this committee enclosed, addresset 
to the president, and the letter of the president ” 
reply thereto, dated the 26th instant; and to subm' 
to the consideration of the house the propriety and 
necessity of adopting. measures to defend lis pr 
ceedings; to protect the privileges of its member: 
and to enforce its just powers, and those of its 
committees; to enable this committee to dischars’ 
the duties devolvcc upon it by the resolution of the 
17th instant, adopted by the house of represen! 
tives.” 

This having been laid on the table also, on Tues: 
day, January 31, Mr Wise submitted the following 
resolution: 

«« Whereas the second resolution, herctofore adop" 
ed by this committee, calling for information from 
the president of the United States and the heads 0! 
the several executive departments, as amended, by 
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E the services rendered by each, and by what autho- 
| rity appointed and paid. 


- Mann, Chaney—S. 


) day, February Ist, Mr. Wise moved to take up his 
' resolution relating to the letter of the president to 


; in reply thereto, dated the 26th instant; and tu sub- 


F yopartments to ; ‘ 

| vr their having appointed, employed, and paid offi- 

yo or agents, or deputies, ‘without authority of 
Colds t 


| formation simply of their official actings and doings 


' dence on files of the executive departments, respec- 


as follows: Strike out all after the word ‘Resolved,’ 


| be directed to report to the house his letter, and 
_ the resolutions of this committee enclosed, address- 
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alias the words ‘if any, without authority of 
se > did call upon the president and the heads of 
pi firnish evidence against themselves 


x:? NOW, therefore, with a view to call for in- 


as public officers, as shown by the public records, 
<o that this committee may re ort t e same to the 
pouse of representatives, and that it may judge for 
itself whether said officers have acted without aul- 
thority of law, without calling upon them to give 
testimony, or to judge themselves in their own 
ses: be it 
or Resolved, That the president of the U. States, and 
the heads of the several executive departments, be 
requested to furnish this committee with the evi- 


tively, of the appointment, employment and payment 
of all officers, agents, deputies or commissioners, 
who have been appointed, or employed, and paid, 
since the 4th day of March, 1829, to the Ist December 
Jast, by the president or either of said heads of de- 
sartments, respectively, without nomination to, and 
the advice and consent of, the senate of the United 
States; showing the names of such officers, agents, 
deputies or commissioners; the sums paid to each, 


«Mr. Mann moved to lay the foregoing preamble 
and resolution on the table; and, on the question 
being taken, the votes were, 

«Ayes—Messrs. Pearce, Muhlenberg, Parks, 


«Nays—Messrs. Campbell, Lincoln, Wise—3.” 
This also having been laid on the table, the next | 


this committee, which resolution was laid en the 
table on the Monday previous, and the motion was 
agreed to. 

~oMr, Campbell moved to amend said resolution 





where it first occurs, and before ‘therefore,’ and in- 
seri: ‘That the answer of the president, of the 
26th of January, is not a compliance with the re- 
quest of the committee, but a refusal to furnish the 
information requested in the resolutions communi- 
cated to him; and therefore:’ so that it would read | 
as follows: 

“Resolved, That the answer of the president, of | 
the 26th of January, is not a compliance with the | 
request of the committee, but a refusal to furnish 
the information requested in the resolutions com- | 
iunicated to him; and, therefore, 

“Resolved, That the chairman of this committee 





ed to the president, and the letter of the president 





init to the consideration of the house the propriety 
and necessity of adopting measures to defend its 
proceedings; to protect the privileges of its mem- 
bers; and to enforce its just powers, and those of 
its committees; to enable this committee to dis- 
charge the duties devolved upon it by the resolu- 
tions of the 17th instant, adopted by the house of 
representatives. 

“And the question being on said amendment, it 
was adopted as follows: 

“‘Ayes—Messrs. Campbell, Hannegan, Lincoln, 
Chaney, Wise—5. 

“Nays—Messrs. Pearce, Muhlenberg, Parks, 
Mann—4, 

“Mr. Lincoln moved to amend the resolution, as 
amended, by inserting before the word ‘therefore,’ | 
the following: 

“Resolved, That the letter of the president, in 
revly to the resolutions of this committee, is re- 
proachfal to the house in the adoption of the reso- 
ution of the 17th of January last; disrespectful to 
the committee acting under its authority; and an at- 
tack upon the privileges of members, by connect- 
Ing their apéctlies on the floor of the house with 
the action of the house itself; and proposing that 
they should be examined as witnesses, touching 
hiatters referred to by them in debate. 

“WW hich motion was lost, as follows: 

“A yos— Messrs. Campbell, Lincoln, Wise—3. 
Parks Messrs. Peare>, Muhlenberg, Hannegan, 

arks, Mann, Chaney—6.” 
hus, in every form in which the question could 
Presented, did the committee refuse to act upon 
the letter of the president. 

Tide journal of the committee shows, almost pas- 

‘VE, the course of peLAy pursued by the majori- 
ly IN LayInG RESULUTIONS OF INQUIRY UPON 
THE TABLE, and their actual ReEsEcTION of many 
resolutions involving subjects of the greatest im- 
Portance and the most serious charges against the 


e 





°xecutive departinents. (See pazes 11, 12, 13, 14, 





24, 42, 78, 108, 109, 126, 189, of the printed jour- 
nal of the committee). ‘There it will be scen that 
resolutions, about adopting which it was to have 
been expected there could be no hesitation, were 
almost invariably laid on the table before they were 
passed; these, as they were finally passed and act- 
ed on, it is not necessary particularly to refer to.— 
But there was a number of a similar character as 
to their necessity and propriety, some of which 
were refused to be taken up at all, and others posi- 
tively rejected. To show their character, they have 
only to be specified. 

On the 24th of January, Mr. Wise submitted the 
following resolution: 

«Resolved, That the seeretary of war be directed 
to furnish this committee with all correspondence, 
letters or papers, on the files of the war depart- 
ment, or in his possession officially, respecting or 
relating to the war in Florida with the Seminole 
Indians; and, also, respecting or relating to the 
raising and paying volunteers for the protection of 
the south western frontier, under general Gaines.” 

This was laid upon the table until February 3d, 
when Mr. Wise moved to take it up. The motion 
was rejected by the following vote: 

«‘Ayes—Messrs. Hannegan, Campbell, Lincoln, 
Wise—4. 

‘‘Nays—Messrs. Pearce, Muhlenberg, Parks, 
Mann—4.” 

Thus a subject which had caused two courts 
of inquiry to be ordered by the president himself— 
which had called two major generals of the army 
trom their posts, for their conduct to be subjected 
to severe scrutiny—before one of which courts a 
gallant officer, general Duncan Clineb, who had 
borne himself like a patriot soldier in the campaign, 
and who had, as all admit, done his duty in the 
war, had in substance declared, on oath, that the 
failure of the campaigns against the Creek and 
Seminole Indians WAS TO BE ATTRIBUTED, NOT 
TO THOSE GENERALS, BUT TO THE NEGLECT OF 
THE WAR DEPARTMENT. This subject of inqui- 
ry, we repeat, was refused to be taken up by the 
tnajority. 

Again: The majority having perverted the first 


‘of the four resolutions sent to the president and 


heads of departments, by inserting therein the 
words “WITHOUT AUTHORITY OF LAW,” with a 
view to obtain a direct vote of the committee upon 
the subject of executive patronage to the public 
press, Mr. Wise, on the 24th January, offered the 
following resolution: 

‘“‘ Resolved, That the heads of the several depart- 
ments be directed to furnish this committee with a 
statement showing the amnount of patronage per an- 
num in the executive departments, respectively, to 
the press of the country, taking the year ending the 
30th Sept. 1835; showing the sums of money paid 
within that year by such departments, respectively, 
their agents or deputies, to printers or editors of 
newspapers; specifying the names and places of 
the publication of the newspapers owned or pub- 
lished by them, and showing the services and con- 
siderations for which such sums have been paid; 
giving each item as stated in the accounts of such 
printer or editor.” 

This resolution was laid on the table upon the 
express ground that the departments were not ac- 
countable for the use or the abuse of their patron- 
age to the press, provided that they kept within the 
letter of the law. 

Again: On the 25th of January, Mr. Campbell 
submitted the following resolution: 

‘Resolved, That any member having cause for 


believing that abuses exist, or have existed, since 


the 4th of March, 1829, in any department of the 
government; that fraud or peculation is, or has 
been, practised by any of the agents of the govern- 
ment, since the 4th of March, 1829; and shall, upon 
such cause or belief, make a motion, or move a re- 
solution of inquiry, this committee will adopt the 
motion, or the resolution of inquiry; the responsi- 
bility of instituting the inquiry resting on the mover 
of the resolution or motion. 

«Mr. Peare> moved to amend the foregoing reso- 


lution by striking ont the words ‘the responsibility 
of instituting the inquiry resting on the mover of 


the resoluticn or motion;’ which motion was nega- 
tived as follows: 

«Ayes—Messrs. Pearce, Muhlenberg, Parks, 
Chaney—4. 

«Nays—Messrs. Campbell, Hannegan, Lincoln, 
Mann, Wise—}. 

“Mr. Muhlenberg moved to insert between the 
words ‘that’ ani ‘abuses,’ in the foregoing resolu- 
tion, the word ‘particular,’ so as to read ‘particular 
abuses;’ which motion was negatived as follows: 


«“Ayes—Messrs. Pearce, Muhlenberg, Parks, | 


Chaney—4. 
««Nays—Messrs. C impbell, Lincoln, Mann, Wise, 
Hannegan—&. 


* 


‘‘Mr. Pearce moved to lay the said resolution on 
the table, which was affirmed, as follows: 

«‘A yes— Messrs. Pearce, Muhlenberg, Hannegan, 
Parks, Mann, Chaney—6. 

‘*Nays—Messrs. Campbell, Lincoln, Wise—3.”’ 

Again: On the 28th of January, Mr. Campbell 
offered the following resolution, which necessarily 
grew out of discussions before the cominittee: 

«« Resolved, That in future, whenever a member of 
this committee, upon his own knowledge, or upon 
information derived from others, shall give informa- 
tion of any specific charge of abuse or corruption 
in any executive department of the government, 
and name a witness or witnesses to substantiate 
such charge or charges, this committee will forth- 
with proceed to the investigation of such charge or 
charges, and to the examination of such witness or 
witnesses as may be named by the member giving 
information of such charge of abuse or corruption. 

“On motion of Mr. Mann, the foregoing resolu- 
tion was laid upon the table, as follows: 

«‘Ayes—Messrs. Pearce, Muhlenberg, Hannegan, 
Parks, Mann—5. 

“‘Nays—Messrs. Wise, Campbell, Lincoln—3.” 

Thus the committee, by its proceedings, express- 
ly refused to declare either that it would act upon 
motions or resolutions of inquiry, or that it would 
proceed to investigate specific charges even of abuse 
or corruption in any executive department of the 
government, or examine witnesses touching them. 

On the Ist of February, Mr. Muhlenberg offered 
the following resolution: 


‘Resolved, That, before any witness or witnesses 
be sworn, the member at whose instance he or they 
were called shall state, in writing, the purpose for 
which he or they were severally called as wit- 
nesses, the matters to which he or they are expect- 
ed to testify, and the charges which he or they are 
expected by the member to sustain against the exe- 
cutive departinents, or either of them, or against 
any ollicer or officers, agent or agents, or either of 
them, by fact within his or her personal knowledge. 

“‘Which was adopted, as follows: 

*‘Ayes—Messrs. Pearce, Hannegan, Parks, Lin- 
coln, Muhlenberg, Campbell—6. 

‘‘Nays—Messrs. Mann, Wise—2. 

‘-Mr. Wise submitted the following: 

‘‘Mr, Wise, in compliance with the conditions 
of the resolution of this committee, of this day, re- 
quiring the member at whose instance a witness is 
called to state the reasons of calling upon him to 
testify, assigns the following reasons: 





“Ist. The purpose for which he (the member) 
, has called upon the witnesses summoned and re- 
|quested to attend at his instance is, that said wit- 
nesses may be sworn to testify, and the truth to 
say, touching the inquiries of this committee di- 
_rected by the resolution of the house. 


“2d. The matters to which they are expected to 
_ testify are matters within their knowledge, several- 
ly, concerning the condition of the various execu- 
tive departments, the ability and integrity with 
which they have been conducted, and concerning 
all matters embraced in said resolution of the house 
of representatives. 


“3d. The charges against the executive depart- 
ments, and their officers or agents, which they 
are expected by the member to sustain, are charges 
of violation of duty; of corrupt violation of duty, 
in abusing legal authority, in corrupting and sub- 
sidizing the public press; in removing faithful 
officers for opinion’s sake; in retaining corrupt 
and fraudulent officers in place, knowing of their 
maifeasance and malversation in office; in ap- 
pointing and paying agents of various descrip- 
tions; in making unjust and exorbitant allowance 
for services to political favorites; in paying a trea- 
sury warrant which was gambled away by a dis- 
bursing officer; in allowing an account which had 
virtually been disallowed, and then paying it, af- 
ter its allowance had been forged, without caus- 
ing the offender to be prosecuted; in allowing go- 
vernment officers to organize political societies to 
influence elections; in speculating on the offices 
of the government and on the public property; in 
interfering with the proceedings of congress in an 
improper manner; and concerning various other 
matters upon which charges of equal weight may 
be founded, if they are ascertained by the evidence 

“And the question being whether the foregoirg 
reasons, as assigned by the chairman, are a com- 
pliance with the conditions of the resolution, it was 
carried in the affirmative, as follows: 

«A yes—Messrs. Pearce, Muhlenberg, Campbell, 
Hannegan, Lincoln, Mann, Wise—7. — 

““Nay—Mr. Parks—1.” 

On the 14th of February, Mr. Pe: rce offered the 
following resolution: 

« Resolved, That this committee, in discharging 
| their duties under the resolution of the house of re- 
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presentatives of January 17, will not, in the ab-| Such will clearly illustrate the principles upon | any they know, severally, of their own k "Rees ——— 
sence of definite, specified charges of corruption which the piss * proceeded ii instituting’ in- pe thine Bs the condition of ge vied, sropound 
and abuses, inquire into the reasons of the execu-| quires into the condition of the various executive departments; the ability and integrit with cure Lows 
tive, or the heads of the executive departments, for | departments by resoLuTions. they have been conducted; the Meeks: wile «Ayes: 
appointments to, or removals from, office. he questions which the majority refused to pro-|the public business has been conducted 7. Whieh coln, Wis 
‘‘Mr. Wise moved an amendment as follows: pound to witnesses when called, will show that | them; the failure of such departments t me «Nays 
‘Resolved, That whenever definite and specific they went even still farther in shielding the execu- | plish the objects of their creation; the accel ’ 
charges are made that the president of the United | tive departments and officers from full and fair in- | the official duties of the said depatlménts — om «Mr. V 
States, or either of the heads of departments, have | vestigation. * | tively. mF RCSpec. tion to be 
removed efficient and faithful officers without just} Notwithstanding the principles of the majority| «3, The charges Snat th «2. Do 
cause of complaint, and appointed others in their} as illustrated by the foregoing resolutions and votes, | ments. which it Sie ae sed th ¥ pcnave Cepart. sulted oF 
places, for opinion’s sake, or on account of party | as to spEciric and definite investigation, the very within their own pened 4 ey ee: sustain by facts Amos Ke 
services, this committee will inquire into such defi- | first question propounded by them in committee | yjolations of ficial di re ae a enerees of Corrupt ence thos 
nite and specific charges, to ascertain how far the | was so vague and indefinite, so intangible and ab- | tration of ag ubli faire : th . whe adininis. ing that s 
president or heads of departments have abused their | stract, that one of the most intelligent and respect- | partments are oer Py yea ye d th eh such de. ««()bjec 
authority to appoint and remove officers; and to| able witnesses first called, the honorable James | P ss ged by taw and the constitution ing state 
what extent such appointments and removals have | Parker, of New Jersey, who did know of a spe- And the question being, tis the assignment o¢ JB jt was de 
tended to restrain and trammel the freedom of opi- | cific act of the worst corruption and abuse in one reasons for summoning said witnesses Sufiicient, “Ayes 
nion; to affect the freedom and purity of elections | or the other, or both the president and secretary of -_— in complzance with the resolutions of the com. “Nays- 
in this gto! to punish individuals for the exer- | the treasury, could not answer it on account of its mittee: it was decided in the affirmative, as follows. an, Park 
cise of that freedom; and to corrupt and_ enslave | general form. Ayes— Messrs. Campbell, Hannegan, Man, «Mr. | 
public officers who hold, and private individuals} ‘First question by Mr. Mann to Mr. Parker: Chaney » Wise—6. propound 
who seek, places under this government. “Do you, of your own knowledge, know of any Nays—Messrs. Muhlenberg, Parks—2. “3. He 
“The question being taken on Mr. Wise’s amend- | act by either of the heads of the executive depart- Such is a specimen of the sPEctFIc examination relations 
ment, it was rejected as follows: ments which is either corrupt or a violation of their of a member of the senate and members of the active in 
“Ayes—Messrs. Campbell, Lincoln, Wise—3. | official duties? house, who had been called at the request of the vither of 
“‘Nays—Messrs. Pearce, Muhlenberg, Parks,} ‘‘Mr. Parker presented the following objections —— to purge themselves of all contempt to in relatio 
Mann, Chaney—5. to answering: ‘ 1is administration! «Objec 
“The question recurring on the adoption of the} ‘I do not understand this question sufficiently to When another class of witnesses was called, JB being sta 
resolution offered by Mr. Pearce, it was decided in| enable me to answer it in this general form. I |S0™Me from the departments, others from a erent ed? it wa 
the affirmative as follows: came here by order of the committee, neither as | 4stance, to testify of acts of corruption and abuse, “Ayes 
“Ayes—Messrs. Pearce, Muhlenberg, Parks, | accuser nor to accuse; and I consider myself bound | @8 Notorious in this metropolis as the noon-tide sun, “se 
ann, Chaney—5. to answer questions on those points only to which |#¢ts named and specified before the committer Muhlenb 
«<Nays—Messrs. Campbell, Lincoln, Wise—3.”’ | my attention is directed by the committee. until reiteration became tiresome, the majority be. ar 
On the 16th of February, Mr. Wise offered the| “<Mr. Pearce moved that the objection of Mr.|¢@me more strict and contracted in the investiga. “2, W 
rollowibg resolution: Parker to answering the question be overruled, and | 40n. : : Ba copy ol 
«Resolved, That this committee will inquire whe- | that he be required to answer the same. “Question by Mr. Wise to Mr. Buck: ppartinent 
ther the executive officers, or either of them, have| ‘Mr. Mann, upon the suggestion of Mr. Wise,|,, “!4- Do you know the amount of patronage of report ol 
established, or assisted in establishing, presses or | withdrew his question, to enable Mr. Wise to exa- the war department to the press, and the principle [Rt the re 
newspapers, for party purposes, and given pledges | mine Mr. Parker as to the specifie acts; and Mr. upon which printers are selected to do the public JR weignet 
to the proprietors thereof of the government patron- | Pearce accordingly withdrew his motion.” printing; whether they are selected on account of B_ “Obje 
age, and have performed those pledges by giving| But that question was repeatedly put to other their political opinions? g being sta 
such presses or papers the patronage of the govern- | witnesses with the obnoxious view of proving Ne-| “This question was objected to by Mr. Parks; ey co! it wi 
ment; and whether the public printing has been| GATIVELy a general good character of the admi-|and on the question being put, shall the question m Ayes 
taken from long-established presses or papers, with | nistration, or of making certain witnesses purge | be propounded? it was decided in the negative, as mB Wise—4 
numerous subscribers, and given to such presses | themselves of certain charges against that charac- | follows: “ave 
and papers newly established, with pledges of the| ter. Not only was this general question propound-| ‘‘Ayes—Messrs. Campbell, Lincoln, Wise—3. a Chaney- 
government patronage, without subscribers. ed, but when Messrs. White, Peyton and Pickens| ‘‘Nays—Messrs. Pearce, Muhlenberg, Hanne- eB “Ques 
‘Which resolution was rejected, as follows: were called, Mr. Mann stated the reasons in writ- | gan, Mann, Parks, Chaney—6. a “3. P 
««A\yes—Messrs. Campbell, Wise—2 ing for calling them—his specifications of reasons| ‘Question by Mr. Wise to Mr. Buck: py he. rem 
‘‘Nays—Messrs. Pearce, Muhlenberg, Mann—3.”’ | were: 15. Do you know, or are you informed, whe- p weigher 
On the 4th of February, Mr. Wise offered the ‘1. That the purpose for which he has desired | ther any of the heads of departments, or any ofi- the reas 
following resolution: the honorable witnesses, named in the said resolu- | cer or agent thereof, has been, or is now, interested Me - “Obje 
‘Resolved, That the secretary of the treasury be | tion, to be sworn is, to prosecute the inquiries di- | in Indian reservations? B'S stat 
requested to furnish this committee with the origi- rected by the resolution of the house of representa-| «Answer by Mr. Buck: I do not know, neither JB . . — 
nals of copies of all letters, papers, reports or cor- | tives of the 17th of January instant. have I been informed, that any one of the heads of =e 
respondence, on the files of the treasury depart-| ‘2. The matters to which they are expected to-| departments is now or ever has been, interested in [iam “Nays 
ment, or in his possession, in relation to the official | testify are, facts, if any they know, respettively, of | Indian reservations; neither do I Aner that Hon sir ' 
acts of himself, or of the collector at Newport, | their own knowledge, which will show a wilful | officer or arent of either department has witien Aes * “Que 
Rhode Island, in removing David Melvill from the | violation of the duties of the heads of the respec- | or is now, 80 interested. t) "ie “A 
office of weigher and gauger at that place. tive executive departments of the government of! «Question by Mr. Wise to Mr. Buck: = nieate t 
“Mr. Mann offered the following amendment: | the United States, or the subordinate officers con-| 16. Do you know or are you catia whe Ma. the f 
add at the end of the resolution, ‘except such as | nected with such departments, or either of them. | ther any of the heads of tlie exeentive deoartmente, fae report o 
have heretofore been communicated to the senate “3. The ‘charges against the executive depart- | or any officer or agent thereof, has Saal tnterested . —_ 
of the United States; and except such, also, as are | ments,’ which it is expected they will sustain by |in the purchase of public laticde? — “Obj. 
of a confidential character.’ facts within their own knowledge, are corrupt vio- “This question was objected to by Mr. Parks; ie shall Sa 
«Which amendment was rejected, as follows: lations of official duties. and the question being put, shall the dnterrocatory faa cided 7 
«Aye—Mr. Mann—1. «The question being stated, whether, in the fore- | be propounded? it was decided in the affirinative, faa “Aye 
‘“‘Nays—Messrs. Muhlenberg, Campbell, Parks, | going specifications, Mr. Mann has complied with | as follows: f \ Nay 
Lincoln, Chaney, Wise—6. the requisition of the resolution calling for the «A yes—Messrs. Wise, Muhlenberg, Campbell, Muhlen 
“The question recurring on the a of the | same; and whether the witnesses present shall be | Lincoln, Hannegan—5. , aid 5 “Mr. 
resolution, the same was rejected, as follows: sworn; those who voted in the affirmative were: «Nays—Messrs. Pearce, Parks, Chaney, Man on age 
«A yes—Messrs. Campbell, Lincoln, Wise—3. «A yes—Messrs. Pearce, Mann, Chaney—3. iol, ; 7 . 
«“Nays—Messrs. Muhlenberg, Parks, Mann, Cha- ‘Those who voted in the negative were: “Answer to question 16 by Mr. Buck: I haven 2 “ . : 
ney—4.” ‘“‘Nays—Messrs. Wise, Muhlenberg, Campbell, | knowledge of the facts mentioned in the above in 7 sired 
Thns it clearly appears, by these proceedings, | Parks, Lincoln—. terrogatory: neither have I any information int [B® aq + 
that the committee efficiently seconded the views «So it was decided that said specification does lation to the same, except such as is derived from e F a 
of the president and heads of departments, and | not comply with the requisition of the resolution. | the newspapers of the day. a Py 
practically carried them out. Ist. The member! “The honorable Francis W. Pickens, a member] «Question by Mr. Wise to Mr. Buck: Bt. 7 
of the committee at whose instance a witness|of the house, summoned as a witness, read to the} «Do yor know upon what principle public of en 
was called, was required to state in writing THE| committee a paper, which he denominated a pro- | cers are appointed to and removed from office, in hei a 
CHARGES witness was expected to sustain. 2d.| test, against his being examined as a witness; and _the several executive departments; whether 4)- ed? : 
The committee positively determined that it would which, when he should be called upon to be sworn, | pointments and removals are not madé in recard (0 “ : 
NOT, IN THE ABSENCE OF DEFINITE, SPECIFIED oe said he would submit to be placed upon their | the political opinions of officers? ‘ " “Non 
CHARGES OF CORRUPTION AND ABUSES, INQUIRE | files. ‘Thi i ras obj , saree; a 
INTO THE REASONS OF THE amanaiee OR ‘Mr. Mann submitted, in compliance with dis |skia“ooh the cua de he atl ag Fat be hee 
’ ir. Hl ; c question being taken, shall the inte’ Bey «yy, 
HEADS OF EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENTS, FOR AP-| requisition of the last meeting, for specifications as | rogatory be propounded? it was decided in the" JR be : 
POINTMENTS TO, OR REMOVALS FROM, OFFICE, | to the grounds of stimmoning the witnesses in at- | cative, as follows: . "a 
in direct contradiction to the decision of the house, | tendance, the following, viz: - ‘A yes—Messrs. Campbell, Lincoln, Wise—: You. on 
which rejected the amendment requiring specific ‘Second specifications by Mr. Mann. ‘““Nays—Messrs. Pearce Muhlenbers Hanne: chor 1 
charges. 3d. It decided that when peFinITE and| ‘Mr. Mann, in compliance with the conditions| gan, Parks, Mann Chaney—6. i the poe 
specific charges were made of coxruPTION and of the resolutions of this committee of the 28th inst.|~ «W, J. Duane ‘(late secretary of the treast!y) was 
abuses in appointments to and removals from of- | states, in writing, agi’ a: ‘appeared as a witness. . “Oe 
fice, and in subsidising the public press, it would «1. That the specific purposes for which he has| «Mr. Wise submited the following question to be bein t 
not inquire into them; and 4th, When such specific | desired the honorable witnesses named in the said | proposed to said witness, viz: j bed? it, 
charges were MADR, as they were in the cases of | resolution to be summoned, are to prosecute the in-| «1. Will you please to state all that you know arp 
appointing Alfred Hocker to, and removing David quiries specified and directed by the resolution of | respecting the conduct of the president of (h? i “Ne 
Melvill from office, and as in establishing newspa-| the house of representatives of the 17th January | United States in.removine the public money frou Paslea? 
pers with the public money, the committee refused | instant. | the bank of the United States in the year 1833? “He 
to inquire into them, and to examine witnesses in| ‘2. The matters to which they are expected to| «The question being objected to by Mr. Mant ; presen 
relation to them. testify are, facts within their own knowledge, if} and the question stated, shall said interrogatory be follow: 
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, opounded? it was decided in the negative, as fol- 
per 
oe Lyes—Messrs. Muhlenberg, Campbell, Lin- 
coln, Wise—4. 

«Nays—Messrs. Pearce, Hannegan, Parks, Mann 


oo Wise then submitted the following ques- 
tion to be propounded to the witness, viz: 
«2, Do you know whether the president con- 
sulted or advised with Reuben M. Whitney or 
,moz Kendall as to that measure, and what influ- 
att those persons had upon the president in tak- 
ing that step? 
“Qbjected to by Mr. Mann; and the question be- 
ing stated, shall said interrogatory be propounded? 
it was decided in the negative, as follows: 
«A yes—Messrs. Campbell, Lincoln, Wise—3. 
«Nays—Messrs. Pearce, Muhlenberg, Hanne- 
gan, Parks, Mann—5. 
«Mr, Wise also submitted the following to be 
| propounded to the witness: 
«3, Have you reason to believe that your official 
relations to the government were disturbed by the 
‘active interference of said Whitney and Kendall, or 
either of them, with the opinions of the president 
in relation to that measure? 
«Qbjected to by Mr. Mann; and the question 
being stated, shall said interrogatory be propound- 
‘ed? it was decided in the negative, as follows: 
| «“Ayes—Messrs. Campbell, Lincoln, Wise—3. 
' «Nays—Messrs. Pearce, Hannegan, Parks, Mann, 
© Muhlenberg—5. 2 
“Question by Mr. Wise to Mr. Woodbury: 
«2, Will you please furnish this committee with 
Sacopy or copies of the papers in the treasury de- 
ipartinent, or in your possession, particularly the 
“report of Mr. Littlefield, the collector, in relation 
" to the removal of David Melvill from the office of 
a weigner and gauger at Newport, Rhode Island? 
- «“Qbjected to by Mr. Mann; and on the question 
' being stated, s‘iall said interrogatory be propound- 
a ed? it was decided in the negative, as follows: 
- “Ayes—Messrs. Muhlenberg, Campbell, Lincoln, 
> Wise—4. 


a 


> «“Nays—Messrs. Pearce, Hannegan, Mann, Parks, 
© Chaney—5. 
> “Question by Mr. Wise, to Mr. Woodbury: 
_ «3, Please state all that you know in relation to 
> the removal of David Melvill from the office of | 
| weigher and gauger at Newport, Rhode Island, and 
— the reasons for said removal. 
- «“Objected to by Mr. Mann; and the question be- 
ing stated, shali the interrozatory be propounded? 
| it was decided in the negative, as follows: 
“Ayes—Messrs. Campbell, Lincoln, Wise—3. 
© _“Nays—Mossrs. Pearce, Muhlenberg, Hannegan, 
| Parks, Mann, Chaney—6. 
— “Question by Mr. Wise to Mr. Woodbury: 
“5. Are the papers which you did not commu- 
_nicate to the senate, because they are confidential, 
oo the files of the treasury department; and was the 
report of the collector, Littlefield, included in the 
> nutnber of papers considered confidential? 
“Objected to by Mr. Mann; and on the question, 
» shall said interrogatory be propounded? it was de- 
cided in the negative, as follows: 
“Ayes—Messrs. Campbell, Linecln, Wise—3. 
“Nays—Messrs. Pearce, Parks, Mann, Chaney, 
4 Muhlenberg—5. 
| “Mr. Wise proposed the following question, to be 
4 propeanas to the hon. Aaron Vanderpoel, of the 
» House, a witness present, viz: 
> “1. Did you inform any member or members of | 
| the house of representatives that the president de- 
sired or preferred that the resolution, which was 
adopted on the 17th of January, under which this 
committee is appointed, should be passed; and, if 
ae by What authority did you give such informa- 
ion: 
“Objeeted to by Mr. Parks; and on the question 
cing stated, shall said interrogatory be propound- 
; ed? it was decided in the negative as follows: 
“Aye—Mr. Wise—1l. 
‘““Nays—Messrs. Muhlenberg, Campbell, Hanne- 
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“Question by Mr. Wise to Mr. Standefer: 

**]. Please state all that you know respecting a 
letter that was written, some time during the year 
1834, to Benjamin F. Curry, then acting as agent 
ofthe government, in treating with the Cherokee 
Indians, by the president of the United States, re- 
specting yourself; whether said letter was not used 
publicly, by said Curry, against your election to 
congress; and whether he was not influenced by the 
president in electioneering against you as a candi- 
date? and state the purport of said letter, as exhi- 
bited to you and to crowds in your district. 

“Objected to by Mr. Parks, and rejected by the 
following vote: 

‘A yes—Messrs. Campbell, Wise—2. 

‘“Nays—Messrs. Pearce, Parks, Lincoln, Mann, 
Chaney—5. 

“Question by Mr. Lincoln to Mr. Standefer: 

«2. Did Benjamin F. Curry, an Indian ageut, in 
the last congressional canvass in your district, pub- 
licly exhibit a letter which he represented to be ad- 
dressed to him by the president of the United States, 
to prejudice your claims to favorable consideration 
as a candidate in the election? 

“Objected to by Mr. Mann, and rejected as fol- 
lows: 5 

«sAyes—Messrs. Lincoln, Wise—2. 

““Nays—Messrs. Parks, Mann, Chaney—3. 

“Question by Mr. Wise to Mr. Towns: 

«2. Do you know, of your own knowledge, or 
from any of the officers or agents of the executive 
branch of this government, whether they, or either 
of them, are now, or have been, interested person- 
ally in purchasing or speculating in the reservations 
of Creek or other Indians; and, if either of them, 
who? 

“Objected to by Mr. Mann, and rejected by the 
following vote: 

“Aye—Mr. Wise—]. 

‘sNays—Messrs. Muhlenberg, Parks, Mann, Cha- 
ney—4. 

Question by Mr. Wise to Mr. Towns: 

«3. Do you know, or have you been informed by 
him, whether the hon. John Forsyth, secretary of 
state, is now, or has been, personally interested in 
purchasing or speculating in the reservations of the 
Creeks or other Indians? 

“Objected to by Mr. Mann, and rejected by the 
following vote: 

«<A yes—Messrs. Muhlenberg, Wise—2. 

‘sNays—Messrs. Parks, Mann, Chaney—3. 

“Question by Mr. Wise to Mr. Towns: 

“4. Do you know, of your own knowledge, or 
from information derived from either of them, whe- 
ther John J. Abert, whilst agent of the government 
to lovate the reservations under the treaty of 1832, 
with the Creek Indians, was personally interested 
and engaged in purchasing and speculating in said 
reservations; and, if so, whether John Forsyth, se- 
cretary of state, was interested, in like imanner, 
with said Abert, or others? 

«“Objected to by Mr. Mann, and rejected by the 
following vote, the committee being equally divided: 

‘sAyes—Messrs. Muhlenberg, Campbell, Wise 
—3. 

«“Nays—Messrs. Parks, Mann, Chaney—3. 

«Question by Mr. Mann to Mr. Towns: 

«5. Do you know, of your own knowledge, or by 
information derived from him, whether J. J. Abert, 
whilst agent of the government to locate the reser- 
vations under the treaty of 1832, with the Creek In- 
dians, was personally interested and engaged in 
purehasing such reservations? 

«Answer by Mr. Towns: 

«I do not know, of my own knowledge, or from 
information derived from J. J. Abert, or any other 
source, that he was personally interested and en- 
raved in purchasing Indian reservations under the 
treaty of 1832, with the Creek Indians. 

“Question by Mr. Wise to Mr. Lewis: 

«<4, Was there not a contract entered into by J. 
and L. Joseph & Co. of New York, and R. J. Phil- 
lips, of Philadelphia, on the one part, and William 
D. Lewis and others, on the other part, early in the 





6n, Parks, Lincoln, Mann, Chaney—7. 
“Mr. Wise proposed the following question, to 
be propounded to Mr. Vanderpoel, viz: 
_“2. Did the president of the United States inform 
» YOu, or intimate to you, or to any one else in your 
‘nowledge, that he desired that the resolution of 
he 17th of January, under which this committee 
Was appointed, should be passed by the house? 


“Objected to by Mr. Mann; and on the question | 


F °Cing stated, shall said interrogatory be propound- 
ed? it was decided in the negative, as follows: 
“Ayes—Messrs, Campbell, Wise—2. 
Nays—Messrs, Pearce, Muhienberg, Hannegan, 
8, Lincola, Mann, Chaney—7. 


ol natives, being present, Mr. Wise proposed the 
Slowing question: 


month of November, 1835, or about that time, to 
operate in the purchase of stock in the Morris ea- 
/nal and banking company, the latter parties agree- 
‘ing to furnish funds to a large amount; and were 
‘not the funds drawn from the Girard bank, and fur- 
/nished monthly from November to April succeed- 


‘ing, inclusive; and was not the account closed in 
| June, 1836, by paying over to you (William D. 
Lewis, and others) your share of the profit; if so, 
how many thousand dollars; and was not Renben 
_M. Whitney, agent of the Girard bank to transact 

its business with the treasury department, concern- 
ed with you and others in said speculation and pro- 
| fits? 
| “Objected to by Mr. Pearce, and rejected by the 
| following vote: 


ee en ent ee -—~ 


““Nays—Messrs. Pearce, Muhlenberg, Hannegan, 
Parks, Mann, Chaney—6. 

‘Question by Mr. Wise to Mr. Lewis: 

**5. Had you. not a correspondence with Reuben 
M. Whitney, in the autumn of 1835, in relation to 
a speculation in Morris canal and banking company 
stock, and with reference to his procuring a por- 
tion of the public revenuc to be placed in said bank 
for the purpose of-enhancing the value of its stock, 
to favor your profits and his; and did not Mr. Whit- 
ney give you reason to believe that he could so pro- 
cure a portion of the public revenue for the purpose 
aforesaid? 


“Objected to by Mr. Mann, and rejected by the 
following vote: 

‘‘Ayes—Messrs. Campbell, Lincoln, Wise—3. 

‘‘Nays—Messrs. Pearce, Parks, Mann, Hanne- 
gan—4, 

*‘No other question was propounded. 

“Question by Mr. Wise to Mr. Hobbie: 

“Do you know, of your knowledge, or from the 
information derived from them, whether any offi- 
cers or agents of the treasury department, or of any 
other executive department, since the 4th of March, 
1829, have been interested or concerned in purchas- 
ing or speculating inthe public lands? if so, state 
all that you know or are informed of, by the officers 
or agents themselves, as to their purchasers and 
speculations aforesaid. 

*‘Objected to by Mr. Hannegan, and rejected by 
the following vote: 

**Ayes—Messrs. Muhlenberg, Campbell, Lincoln, 
Wise—4, 

““Nays—Messrs. Pearce, Hannegan, Parks, Mann, 
Chaney—5. 

“Question by Mr. Wise to Mr. Hobbie: 

“6. Please state all that you know respecting the 
rémoval of B. H. Wheeler from the office of post- 
master at Providence, Rhode Island. 

“Objected to by Mr. Mann, and rejected by the 
following vote: 

«A yes— Messrs. Muhlenberg, Lincoln, Wise—3. 

*“Nays—Messrs. Pearce, Campbell, Parks, Mann, 
Chaney—5. 

“Question by Mr. Wise to Mr. Hobbie: 

“7, Do you know whether a postmaster in one of 
the New England states did, or did not, write to the 
post office department that he wished to remove 
some distance, say twenty or thirty miles from his 
office, but wished to retain his office as postmaster, 
saying he would have the duties of the office dis- 
charged by a clerk, and that he could still assist to 
re-elect general Jackson; and did you yourself not 
write a letter in reply, that he was at liberty to do 
as he requested, and encouraging him to do all he 
could to electioneer for general Jackson? 

' *“Objected to by Mr. Mann, and rejected as fol- 
ows: 

*“‘Ayes—Messrs. Muhlenberg, Lincoln, Wise, 
Campbell—4. 

**Nays—Messrs. Pearce, Parks, Mann, Chaney 
—4, 

‘Question by Mr. Wise to Mr. Forsyth: 

*3, Did you, or not, exert your influence, per- 
sonal or official, with any senator or other person, 
to have the treaty ratified with said stipulation as 
to the Golphin claim; or with any person, an offi- 
cer or agent, or not, of the government, to have 
said stipulation inserted in said treaty? 

‘‘Objected to by Mr. Parks, and rejected by the 
following vote: 

‘‘Ayes—Messrs. Campbell, Lincoln, 
Wise—4. 

*“Nays—Messrs. Pearce; Muhlenberg, Parks, 
Mann—4, 

“Question by Mr. Wise to Mr, Forsyth: 

“4, Did you not, whilst governor of the state of 
Georgia, recommend the Golphin claim to the 
favorable consideration of the Georgia legislature? 

“Objected to by Mr. Parks, and rejected by the 
foliowing vote: 

«“Aye—Mr. Wise. 

“‘Nays—Messrs. Pearce, Muhlenberg, Campbell, 
Parks, Lincoln, Mann, Chaney—7, 

“Question by Wise to Mr. Forsyth: 

“6. Have you, or not, been directly or indirectly 
interested or concerned in the purchase of, and in 
speculating in, the reservations of Creek or other 

Indians, since you have been in the office of secre- 
tary of state? 

“<Objected to by Mr. Mann, and rejected by the 
following vote: 

««A yes—Messrs. Muhlenberg, Lincoln, Wise—3. 

«“Nays—Messrs. Pearce, Campbell, Parks, Mann, 
Chaney—5. 

“Question by Mr. Wise to Mr. Pearce: 

‘Will you please state all that you know respect- 
ing the causes, reasons and influences, which were 
bronght to bear, or operated on the collector, Mr. 
Littlefield, at Newport, Rhode Island: or upon the 


Chaney, 





| «‘A yes—Messrs. Campbell, Lincoln, Wise—3. 
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vill, a weigher and guager under said collector, 
from the said office of weigher and gauger? 

*“Objected to by Mr. Parks, and rejected as fol- 
lows, Mr. Pearce being excused from voting: 

*‘Ayes—Messrs. Campbell, Lincoln, Wise—3. 

*‘Nays—Messrs. Muhlenberg, Parks, Mann, Cha- 
ney—4. 

**Questions by Mr. Wise to Mr. Kendall: 

«2. Do you know whecter the president of the 
United States did or did not communicate to you 
and to Reuben M. Whitney his intention to re- 
move the deposites before he advised with the 
secretary of the treasury; and whether he did not 
approve of R. M. Whitney as contemplated agent of 
the deposite banks to be selected before their se- 
lection? 

Objected to by Mr. Mann, and rejected as follows: 

‘‘Ayes—Messrs. Campbell, Wise—2. 

*‘Nays—Messrs. Pearce, Muhlenberg, Parks, 
Mann, Chaney—5. 

‘Question by Mr. Wise to Mr. Kendall: 

‘4. Please state to this committee all you know 
respecting the formation of a club called the hick- 
ory club, composed of officers of the government in 
this city; state its organization, its design, and its 
means of operation; whether its members were ofli- 
cers and agents of the executive departments; by 
whom it was organized; whether its design was to 
influence the elections of the people; and whether 
its means were derived, or not, in part from the 
salaries of executive officers? 

“Objected to by Mr. Parks, and rejected as fol- 
lows: 

*‘A yes—Messrs. Campbell, Wise—2. 

‘‘Nays—Messrs. Pearce, Muhlenberg, Hannegan, 
Parks, Lincoln, Mann, Chaney—7. 

“Question by Mr. Wise to Mr. Kendall: 

‘Do you know whether any officers or agents of 
the executive departments have ever formed politi- 
cal combinations to control the elections of the 
people, and to influence the public press? 

“Objected to by Mr. Mann, and adopted as fol- 
lows: 

«<A yes—Messrs. Pearce, Muhlenberg, Campbell, 
Lincoln, Wise—5. 

‘‘Nays—Messrs. Hannegan, Parks, Mann, Cha- 
ney—w. 

«Answer by Mr. Kendall: 

’ «I have no knowledge of any combinations of 
public otricers for the objects stated in the question, 
nor of any combinations of which public officers 
formed a part, for any other purpose than to pro- 
mote objects of a general character, by discussion of 
principles, without regard to men. 

“Question by Mr. Wise to Mr. Kendall: 

«6, Will you please to state what combinations 
you know of to promote objects of a general char- 
acter, of which public officers formed a part; the 
character of those combinations; whether they were 
political or not; whether favorable or not to this 
administration, and to the election of Martin Van 
Buren to the presidency; and whether they aimed 
to procure the government patronage for their ob- 
jects? 

. “Objected to by Mr. Parks, and rejected as fol- 
lows: ; 

««A yes—Messrs. Campbell, Lincoln, Wise—3. 

«“Nays—Messrs. Muhlenberg, Hannegan, Parks, 
Mann, Chaney—5. 

“Question by Mr. Wise to Mr. Kendall: 

«8, Will you please look upon the paper handed 
you, and state what you know respecting the facts 
therein spoken of? ‘aT 

“The paper alluded to is in the following words, 
viz: 

«Story of the Indian reservations. 

«Some years ago, certain tracts of land, situated 
principally or wholly in the state of. Mississippi, 
were reserved by congress (or by Indian treaty, to 
which congress assented) for the use of the Indians, 
and to be disposed of by them, and for their benefit, 
whenever the president of the United States should 
give his assent to such sile aud transfer, (not other- 
wise). These lands were known to be very valua- 
ble, and the poor Indians could be easily enough 
managed; perhaps they had, or were about to leave 
the east for the west side of the Mississippi river; 
but how to obtain the assent of the president to so 
large a sale of Indian lancs to a company of specula- 
tors, seemed a more difficult matter. A company 
was formed in Boston two or three years ago, with, 
it is believed, a capital of $300,000, to try to effect 
this object. Amos Binney, esq. was a leading man 
in the company; and it is believed that Brodhead, 
navy agent in Boston, was another; and various 
other individuals had a greater or less interest in it; 
but what cid, as is believed, obtain the president’s 
assent to the sale and transfer, was the admission of 
Amos Kendall, at present postmaster general, into 
the concern; he to have one-third part of the profits 
of the speculation when it shall be closed up, with- 





out, in fact, paying one dollar of the consideration, 
although he may appear to have paid his part as 
wellasallthe others. Yetthe agreement of the other 
partners with Mr. Kendall was, that they would 
furnish the money to pay his one-third part of the 
consideration, free from interest, provided he (Ken- 
dall) would obtain the assent of the president to 
the sale, and would, when requested so to do by the 
other partners, go to the lands and transact such 
matters and things relating to their common interest 
as the company might deem expedient. The lands 
were purchased by the company; therefore, we are 
to infer that Mr. Kendall did obtain the president’s 
assent to the sale; but Mr. Kendall was not, and 
= will not be called on for any further services. 
hose interested in the purchase, speak confidently 
of their expectation of realizing, at the end of the 
sales, three or four dollars for every one invested. 
The people of the United States, by this transaction, 
have not been defrauded or overreached; but the 
interest of the Indians in these reservations has pro- 
bably been obtained by this company for less than 
half its market value. How far the president should 
guard the interest of the Indians, is for him and 
congress to determine; possibly it may have some 
connexion with his oath of office. Butif the inter- 
est of the Indians must or may be sacrified, shall 
it be done for the benefit of a few favorites, and at 
the sole suggestion of one individual, himself more 
deeply interested than any other? February 9, 
1837. 
; **Objected to by Mr. Mann, and rejected as fol- 
ows: 

««A yes—Messrs. Campbell, Lincoln, Wise—3. 

««Nays—Messrs. Hannegan, Muhlenberg, Pearce, 
Parks, Mann, Chaney—6. 

“Question by Mr. Wise to Mr. Kendall: 

‘‘Have you, or not, since you have been fourth 
auditor and postmaster general, or since you have 
been an executive officer of this government, been 
editor, proprietor, or part owner, or publisher, joint, 
or sole, of a newspaper called the Globe, or other | 
newspaper published in this District or in the United 
States? Ifso, state whether you have or have not 
written editorial articles for the same; and whether 
you have had or exercised a control or not over its 
general course in politics. 

‘‘Objected to by Mr. Hannegan, and rejected as | 
follows: 

«*A yes—Messrs. Campbell, Lincoln, Wise—3. 

‘‘Nays—Messrs. Muhlenberg, Hannegan, Parks, 
Mann, Chaney—5. 

‘‘No further questions were propounded to the 
witness. 

“Question by Mr. Wise to Mr. Littlefield: 

“1. Please state to this committee all that you 
know respecting the conduct of David Melvill, 
whilst in the office of weigher and gauger, at New- 
port, Rhode Island, and respecting his removal from 
that office, and the action of the secretary of the 
treasury thereon. 

“Objected to by Mr. Pearce, and rejected by the 
following vote: 

«A yes—Messrs. Muhlenberg, Wise—2. 

‘‘Nays—Messrs. Pearce, Parks, Mann—3. 

“Question by Mr. Wise to Mr. Henshaw: 

«1. Is Amos Kendall now, or has he been, since 
he has been an executive officer, a member of an 
company for the purchase of the public lands? If 
30, state what company, and the extent of his in- 
terest. 

“Objected to by Mr. Mann and rejected: 

*‘A yes—Messrs. Campbell, Lincoln, Wise—3. 

«<Nays—Messrs. Pearce, Mann, Chaney—3. 

“Question by Mr. Wise to Mr. Henshaw: 

“2. Did the said Amos Kendall apply to become 
a member of said company, or was he applied to by 
said company, or any of its members, to become a 
meinber? 

“Objected to by Mr. Pearce and rejected: 

*sA yes—Messrs. Campbell, Lincoln, Wise—3. 

«“Nays—Messrs. Pearce, Mann, Chaney—3. 

“Question by Mr. Wise to Mr. Henshaw: 





3. Did the said Amos Kendall make any ad- 
vance to the capital stock of said company? And, | 
if so, in what manner was the sum procured and | 
advanced? 

*“Objected to by Mr. Mann and rejected: 

«« A ves—Messrs. Campbell, Lincoln, Wise—3 

‘“Nays—Messrs. Pearce, Mann, Chaney—3. 

“Question by Mr. Wise to Mr. Henshaw: 

“4, What advantaze or benefit was contemplated | 
from the said Amos Kendall becoming a member of | 
said company? 

“Objected to by Mr. Pearce, and rejected: 

*s Ayes— Messrs. Campbell, Lincoln, Wise—3. 

‘‘Nays—Messrs. Pearce, Mann, Chaney—2. 

“Question by Mr. Wise to Mr. Henshaw: 

“5. Did said Amos Kendall at any time, and, if 
so, when, apply to be released from said company? 
And, ifso, what reasons did he assign therefor? 








a, 
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*“Objected to by Mr. Mann, and rejected: 


**Ayes—Messrs. Campbell, Lincoln, Wiso_» 
‘“‘Nays—Messrs Pearce, Mann, Chaney—3 
“Question by Mr. Wise to Mr. Henshaw: — 
“9. Have you any information of persons jp4, 
ested with Mr. Kendall in the profits of buying Me 
selling public lands? If so, state what. a 
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‘Answer by Mr. Henshaw: uiliee. iF 
*‘T have no information of any persons interested Le I 
at this time with Mr. Kendall in the profits of py, AS hit » : 
ing and selling public lands. zt pene 
“Question by Mr. Wise to Mr. Henshaw: ‘ adjor 
10, Have you any information ef persons y}, ee | 
have been interested with Mr. Kendall, sire. he ae 
has been an executive officer, in the profits of buy. wer 
ing and selling public lands? If so, state what, ° or wT 
*Objected to by Mr. Parks, and rejected as {y), Sete 
ows: gps 
*‘Ayes—Messrs. Muhlenberg, Wise—2. repealed 
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*‘Nays—Messrs. Hannegan, Parks, Mann, Cha. 
ney—3.” 

In this exhibit of catechism we see neither cop. 
sistency, nor propriety, nor liberality, nor fairness 
in propounding or rejecting interrogatories. Som, 
questions are propounded to some witnesses, which 
in substance the same, are rejected as to others. 
Subjects of inquiry of the deepest interest to th 
public were peremptorily excluded from investac;. 
tion. Mr. Woodbury, for example, was not per. 
mitted to respond as to the removal of David Mel. 
vill, or to explain why it was that he could cox. 








‘ L But t 
municate one paper and withhold another fron tee hav 
congress, touching the same matter, because one a had 
was confidential, the other not. Mr. Duane had of the p 
been called before one committee of investigation, and infl 
and an answer had been returned to him ther, Be machin 
because it was too full for the limited resolution under FRY gmothe 
which that committee was appointed; he was called ance to 
before this committee to testify as to the grossest IP™ of the: 


abuses on fhe part of the president in recognizing © which 


and consulting with unknown and irresponsible FE posses- 
private persons, of doubtiul character, to the ex. papers, 
clusion of those who were his regular cabinet coun- Be calls fi 
sellors and constitutional advisers, and the majority FB analysi 
would not permit him to testify at all, Becausrue © cealine 
HAD BEEN CALLED BEFORE THE OTHER Commit: [i shortn: 


TEE, WHICH HAD ALSO REFUSED TO ALLOW HIM PS most n 
OR ANY OTHER WITNESS TO TESTIFY AT ALL oy Re 









# nesses 
THE SUBJECT OF ABUSES. Mr. Vanderpoel, of N. BR over th 
York, was called to testify whether he had not, « [® and th 
as was known, toa meinber of the committee, rc- IR the ma 
presented THAT THE PRESIDENT DESIRED THE Berious ¢ 
RESOLUTION OF THE 17TH JANUARY, UNDER Re mittee 
WHICH THIS COMMITTEE WAS APPOINTED, 10 i ney) t 
PASS, AND NOT THE AMENDMENT REQUIRING B® the str 
SPECIFIC CHARGES, Which was offered by thie gen- JR ny, (s 
tleman from Rhode Island; and to testify, also, a JR obstac 
to what authority he had for making this represen- J impor 
tation to inembers; and the majority refused to hea Ry nation 
him. Mr. Standefer was called, as stated to the BR It i: 
committee, to prove that the president of the U. [> the fa 
States had written letters to Benjamin F. Curry, R@ conda 
an Indian agent, which letters were used, and in- JR made 
tended to be used, by that subordinate executive [R™ expre 
ofiicer, publicly, against the election to congress oi treaty 
Mr. Standefer; that these letters were read publicly the 2 
by this agent to crowds of the people in Mr. Stande- liam 

y | fer’s district, in Tennessee: that there was strong ci’ B® part « 
cumstantial evidence to prove that this was doi and p 
with the knowledge and apyrobation of the pres Tndia 
dent; and yet the majority would not examine ths JR State 
witness, because the conduct of the president was ii! RS to in 
involved in the inquiry under the resolution, as it W8 FR vern: 
alieged he was not an officer or agent of the exec: Fy Gor 
tive departments. heres 

And the witness, Littlefield, was sent for bu JR leite: 
dreds of miles for the known object of telling all he FRU) “Io 
knew in relation to the removal of David Melvil, By «G 
at considerable expense and trouble, and when be ina] 
arrived he was permitted to testify only as to som of th 
stale charges against that injured man, supporteé expr 
only by ex parte proof, taken without notice paid 
him, and trumped up long since his removal for tl paid 

}obvious purpose of punishing him for daring B® of la 
complain of wrongs already inflicted. Althous! BA more 
there are highly penal laws ef the United Siac By “I 
against any class of executive officers being ¢0" In 1 
cerned in trade, or in the purchase of public lands siipn 
other public property, (see Gorden’s Digest, pas the 
30), and although the charge was made that ol grea 
cers prohibited by law from thus trading and ?"” the 
i chasing public lands, and other public propel: land 
were, and had been, constantly speculating % F la) 
their official influence; and although there is ©” debt 
most obvious iinpropriety and incompatibility ” With 
any head of any department being-tius temp'" 177. 
and tempting in his place, yet the subjects of dec: str 
ing and speculating in Indian reservations, where!" Wis! 
there is much foul fraud daily practised on tribes © pear 
unprotected savages, whom the United States °° Be on 
bound to protect, and on this government ils* Tis but 
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d: im | whence have, no doubt, sprung such disastrous | sold, and the proceeds applied, in the first place, tojed lands to which the Indian title was then extin- 
ise—3 ws .. and of dealing and speculating in public lands, | the extinguishment of those debts, and the surplus | guished), for the purpose of fulfilling her engage- 
—3, 1 es it is supposed, has been generated so much | appropriated to the defence of the colony. ments to the continental troops. 

W! phen’ n and bribery among the officers of the |: 
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Png of all clasces, were sea ed subjects in this com- 
st 
mh majority, too, itis proper to state, showed 
43 little INDUSTRY as zeal in prosecuting the inves- 
jzations of the committee. They generally voted 
9 adjourn to the latest day; they could not be got 
9 meet more than once a day: a resolution was 
nassed to meet at 1) o clock, A. M. and 7 P. M.; 
a night session was held on the 16th February, 
nother attempted on the 7th; but two members 
a! ? ‘ 
Mr, LINCOLN and Mr. WIsE) attended, and the 
resolution to meet twice in twenty-four hours was 
ronealed before it operated twice. Such has been, 
jn general, the course of the committee. Such was 
> have been expected to be its course froin the 
noment of its appointment. Six friends of the ex- 
seutive to three of the opposition were placed upon 
it by the speaker, who is supposed to owe his elec- 
‘on to the influence of the president over a house 
where there is an overwhelming majority in favor 
of the administration; and of these six, several were 
known, by their speeches on the floor, to be utterly 
opposed to the resolution under which the commit- 
tee was appointed, and to the investigation which 
that resolution instituted. . 
But the appointinents and labors of the commit- 
tee have not been in vain. Though their inquiry 
has had to contend with the power and popularity 
of the president—with the majority which his name 
and influence held in the house—with his official 
machinery there—with the committee created to 
smother its efforts—with an unprecedented resist- 
ance to its powers by the departinents—with one 
Pof the worst evils of the times, that gag-law with 
" which patronage rules the silence of the best wit- 
“ nesses—with the heaviest masses and burdens of 
F papers, with which any bureau usually covers up 
"calls for information, and baffles all attempts at 
analysis or synopsis, except when a partial con- 
 cealinent or a labored self-acquittal is meant—with 


"> most momentous and voluminous subjects, the wit- 
* nesses scattered hundreds and thousands of miles 
> over the United States, during the winter season— 
and though the house discharged from attendance 
"the main witness of all, as to one of the most se- 
rious charges against a department, and the com- 
> iittee has since refused to cause him (R. M. Whit- 
" ney) to be summoned under a resolution stating 
’ the strongest special reason for taking his testimo- 
/ ny, (see journal, page —), yet, in spite of every 








pears 5 


} important facts which it becomes every man in the 
nation to know. 
It is the duty of the undersigned, also, to present 
) the facts of another transaction, which involves the 
» conduct of the secretary of state. Reference is 
© made to the facts simply, without comment or the 
> expression of an opinion. A treaty, or preténded 
treaty, was concluded at New Echota, Georgia, on 
the 29th day of December, 1335, by general Wil- 
| liam Carroll and John F. Schermerhorn, on the 
© part of the United States, and the chiefs, headmen 


eben HL 
5 hgh 


and people, as was said, of the Cherokee tribe of 


Jadians. 

m ‘Slates were acting, application was made to them 

© to insert an article in that treaty binding this go- 

» vernment to pay a claim, commonly called the 

GotpHtn crarm. <A synopsis of that claim is 

herewith presented in the form of the following 

» letter to the commissioners: 

& “tion. Wm. Carroll and hon. Jno. F. Schermerhorn: 
_ “GENTLEMEN: The Cherokee Indians having, 
Ina late treaty concluded by you as commissioners 
o: the United States appointed for that purpose, 
expressed their wish that certain traders might be 
paid their just debts, which were stipulated to be 
paid by the treaty of 1773, I have taken the liberty 
of laying before you a short history of them, being 

; More full than heretofore communicated to you. 

6£ Tn, ° 
. ‘rom the year 1761, till the date of the treaty, 


‘ Rel kee FSS Bee tiaras Egy 


” 1773, these traders had furnished the ordinary | 
Sipplies to the Indians, on the faith and credit of | 
le Creek and Cherukee nations; that, being in| 


freat distress and poverty, the Indians implored 
the British crown to accept of a cession of their 
ing (now Wilkes county, in the state of Geor- 

4 , to the end that their traders might be paid their 

: aD: enabled to furnish them (the Indians) 
993 — as usual, Accordingly, in December, 
structed 4 colonial governor of Georgia was in- 
Wishes to hold a treaty in compliance with the 
pears Mok the Indians, by which instructions it ap- 

3 : hat the British crown was not to be pledged, 

- ow the account, fo: the payment of those debts, 
5 ‘Mat the lands iatended to be ceded were to be 


‘*The treaty was made in 1773, and contains but 
a single obligation on the part of the British go- 
vernment, which was the payment of the debts due 
to the Indian traders from the sale of the ceded 
lands. 

‘‘At the date of the treaty, the Indian traders not 
only released the British government, but also the 
Indians, from all liability on account of the debts of 
the latter. 

‘The colonial government of Georgia, acting in 
obedience to instructions, appointed a commission 
to execute the treaty, by selling the lands compre- 
hended in the treaty, and ascertaining the amount 
that was respectively due to the Indian traders 
when the war of the revolution broke out. 

‘Before, however, this event happened, on the 
2d May, 1775, George Golphin, who was an Indian 
trader, and held by assignment the claims of other 
Indian traders, obtained a liquidation of his claims 
to the amount of £9,791 15s. 5d. of the currency 
of the then province of Georgia; which sum was 
again guarantied to be paid according to the stipu- 
lation of the treaty. 

“The effect of the revolutionary war was to place 
beyond the power of the British government the 
performance of the treaty by the means therein 
specified. But a part of these traders, who were 
loyal to the crown during that contest, were after- 
wards paid by the British government, notwith- 
standing the release heretofore referred to. 

“Pending the negotiation at Paris, in 1783, a 
memorial was laid before the American commis- 
sioners, in behalf of certain merchants trading to 
South Carolina and Georgia, asking for indemnifi- 





> shortness of time, six weeks, in which to examine the | 


- obstacle, the investigation has developed many and | 


Whilst the commissioners of the United | 


cation for debts due to them from the Creek and 
| Cherokee Indians, for the payment of which a tract 
of land was ceded in Georgia in 1773. 

| “As the Americah commissioners had no autho- 
rity to admit or deny the justice of the claims, they 
| were transmitted to congress. 

“It is believed that congress never acted on this 
subject; or, if it did, such action was adversely to 
the claims of the memorialists; for we find that, in 
July, 1788, an act of the British parliament was 
| passed, creating a commission to inquire into the 
claims of sufferers by the cession of Georgia to the 
Americans, 

«And in 1799, the sum of £49,536, with interest 
at the rate of four per centum, was appropriated for 
the payment of claims on lands in Georgia ceded to 
the Americans. 


“Under the expectation of being indemnified by 
‘these acts of parliament, the representative of 
George Golphin employed Charles Goodwin, esq. a 
distinguished lawyer of South Carolina, now de- 
ceased, to go to London and receive the amount of 
his ancestor’s just debt, under these acts of parlia- 
ment. The mission of Mr. Goodwin resulted in a 
failure, not on account of the justice of the debts of 
| Golphin, but the obnexiousness of his conduct du- 
ring the revolutionary struggle. 


“On this side of the Atlantic, the exertions of 
those interested in these claims have been equally 
‘unsuccessful. It did seem equitable that when 
|Georgia had acquired jurisdiction over the ceded 
| territory in question, she ought to have paid these 
‘debts. Acting, probably, under this conviction, 
this state, in 1780, passed an act requiring such In- 
'dian traders who were friendly to the independence 
‘of the colonies. and had claims on the Indians, for 
‘the payment of which the county of Wilkes was 
ceded, that they lay them before the then, or some 
ifuture legislature; and whatever was found to be 
due was to be paid in treasury certificates, payable 
‘in two, three and four years, bearing interest at six 
per centum. 
| ‘Holding forth, as this act did, a pledge that this 
debt of Golphin, and ali such like, would be paid, 
his representatives have again and again petitioned 
the legislature of Georgia. The uniform course of 
‘that legislature has been to receive the petitions, 
‘raise a committee, who report favorably, and then 
lay it on the table for the balance of the session. 
None ever questioned the justice of the debt, or the 
firm and devoted attachment of George Golphin to 
the liberties of his country. 


“However unfaithfully the state of Georgia may 
seem to have acted on this subject, her conduct 
will be probably justified by these considerations; 
she did not, by her own individual act, defeat the 
fulfilment of the treaty of 1773, but that it was de- 
feated by the act of the United States, as it was a 
| war of all the states united. 
|. «And more especially that, as the state of Geor- 
‘gia, as early as 1733, had set apart for the soldiery 
j and other troeps this same territory of Wilkes 
'county, (being then her only valuable and uatocat- 
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“That afterwards, in 1784, when her territory 
was enlarged by the addition of two other counties, 
a large section of her fertile lands was reserved, for 
the space of twelve months, ‘for the officers, sea- 
men and soldiers who were entitled to lands in that 
state by any resolve of congress, or act or resolve 
of that state.’ 


‘That, still finding the bounties promised to the 
continental soldiers could not be located by reason 
of the smallness of the territory above referred to, 
Georgia afterwards, in 1785, declared that another 
portion of her soil should be deemed a reserve for 
the space of twelve months, ‘to make good her en- 
gagements to the continental soldiery, and seamen 
and officers of the medical department.’ 


“Thus we find that, before the termination of the 
revolutionary war, the state of Georgia had actual- 
ly bestowed, as a resource of carrying on that war, 
on the continental soldiery, by way of bounty, this 
same territory, which had been pledged, by the co- 
lonial government, for the payment of debts due to 
the Indian traders; and, still finding her engage- 
ments to that soldiery unfulfilled, she continued to 
grant bounties out of her svil. In this aspect of 
the case, it does appear that, whatever liability ap- 
pears to rest, in the first place, on the state of Geor- 
gia, that liability really and equitably rests upon 
the United states. 

“More than half a century has been passed in 
earnest and fruitless negotiation with every power 
capable of doing justice to these claims. The In- 
dians, in the last resort, have been applied to; they 
have only heard the simple history of these claims, 
and acknowledged the moral obligation that they 
ought to be paid; that, as a matter of future securi- 
ty, and to avoid, henceforth, all importunity on this 
subject, when about crossing the Mississippi, and 
abandoning the lands of their fathers, they desire 
that their fathers’ debts may be paid. 

“MILLEDGE GOLPHIN, 
‘*One of the heirs of George Golphin.” 

An article was inserted (the 20th) embracing the 
claim, to wit: 

“Art. 20. The United States do also hereby 
guaranty the payment of all unpaid just claims 
upon the Indians, without expense to them, out of 
the proper funds of the United States, for the settle- 
ment of which a cession or cessions of land has or 
have been heretofore made by the Indians in Geor- 
gia: Provided, The United States, or the state of 
Georgia, has derived benefit from the said cession 
or cessions of land, without having made payment 
to the Indians therefor. It is hereby, however, 
further agreed and understood, that if the senate of 
the United States disapprove of this article, it may 
be rejected, without impairing any other provision 
of this treaty, or affecting the Indians in any man- 
ner whatever.” 


The treaty was sent by the president to the se- 
nate with that article in it. The senate, May 16, 
1836, refused to advise and consent to the ratifica- 
tion of that article, by a vote of 26 to 12. What 
caused the senate to reject it thus decidedly is not 
known, except what appears on its face, that it sin- 
gularly enough stipulated with the Indians that the 
United States wonld pay its own or Georgia’s debts 
out of the proper funds of the United States. 

February 13th, the hon. John Forsyth was called 
before this committee, and the following examina- 
tion of him as a witness took place: 

“Question by Mr. Wise to Mr. Forsyth: 

“1. Were you, or not, personally interested in a 
certain claim, commonly called the Golphin claim, 
as to which a stipnlation was inserted in the last 
Cherokee treaty, as sent to the senate of the United 
States to be ratified? 

“Answer by Mr. Forsyth: 

“I have been interested in the Golphin claim 
since 1827 or 1828, as counsel for the representa- 
tives of Golphin, and expect, whenever it is paid, a 
portion of the sums recovered. 

“Question by Mr. Wise to Mr. Forsyth: 

2. Do you know whether any person or persona, 
connected or not with the state department, or in- 
terested or not in said Golphin claim, offered a re- 
ward in money, goods, or other valuable considera- 
tion, to a Cherokee chief, famed Jolin Ross, to as- 
sent to the stipulation as to said claim inserted in 
said treaty? 

«Answer by Mr. Forsyth: I do not. 

“Question by M#. Mann to Mr. Forsyth: 

“9. Has the Golphin claim, in any manner, been 
officially before your department for examination, 
pending the negotiation of the late treaty with the 
Cherokee Indians? 

“Objected to by Mr. Parks, and adopted ag fale 
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««Ayes—Messrs. Pearce, Muhlenberg, Campbell, 
Lincoln, Mann, Wise—6. ; 
«Nays—Messrs. Parks, Chaney—2. 


«Answer by Mr. Forsyth: 

«The departinent of state, since it has been under 
my care, has had no concern with the Golphin 
claim, other than in certifying some documents 
among the files of papers relating to a time anterior 
to the adoption of the federal constitution. All the 
business of Indian treaties is transacted in the war 
department, to which, during the administration of 
it by major Eaton, I delivered a statement of the 
Golphin claim, with a view to have it provided for 
by some subsequent arrangement with the Creek or 

herokee Indians. That statement having been 
mislaid, another statement was substituted for it, b 
the parties interested, during governor Cass’s admi- 
nistration. While the treaty was negotiated here, 
the representatives of Golphin had an agent (judge 
Underwood) in this city, who applied to me to urge 
the president to admit the claim, which Underwood 
said the Indians wished to see paid. I declined any 
conversation with the president on the subject, be- 
cause of*my contingent interest. Governor Cass 
told me he thought the claim just, but doubted whe- 
ther it should not be paid by Georgia, and not the 
United States. The president, as governor Cass 
informed me, refused, on that ground, to permit an 
article respecting it to be put into the treaty. And 
when the treaty was considered and decided upon 
in the Cherokee cdurtry, the agents of Golphin pro- 
cured from them the article as it went to the senate. 
The claim was not adinitted to form part of the trea- 
ty, but it was before the senate on its own merits. 
The original demand was £9,000. A law of Geor- 

ia promises to pay 6 per-cent. interest. I had no 
urther counexion with the insertion of the article 
in the treaty, otherwise than advising the represen- 
tatives of Golphin, before inserting it, to procure 
from the Indians an urgent application for the pay- 
ment of the claim; and all the conversations I had 
on that subject, prior to’the treaty, were with the 
parties interested or their attorneys. I applied to 
major Eaton and governor Cass to examine the 
claim, and furnished means of forming a just opi- 
nion. Both were informed of my personal interest, 
and that what I said to them proceeded from that 
interest. While the treaty was before the senate, 
I conversed on the subject with Mr. Preston, of 
South Carolina, Mr. Brown, of North Carolina, and 
Messrs. King and Cuthbert, of Georgia, and per- 
haps with others; but to no one without a distinct 
warning that I spoke in the character of counsel for 
the parties, having a contingent interest. My ap- 

eals to them were founded solely on the justice of 
he claim, and the hardship of the condition of the 
claimants.” 


“The following communication was received and 

read: 
“ Washington, February 14, 1837. 

“Srr: I ask leave of the committee to correct an 
error in my statement relative to the amount of the 
Golphin claim. By referring to document No. 83, 
of the senate, you will find a copy of the certificate; 
and the amountis £9,791 15s. 5d. and not £9,000, 
as I had supposed yesterday. I am, sir, your obe- 
dient servant, JOHN FORSYTH. 

“Hon. Henry A. Wise, chairman,” &c. &c. 


‘Afterwards, John Ross, the principal chief of 
the Cherokee nation, was called, and testified as 
follows: 

“Mr. Wise to Mr. Ross: 

“1, Please state all that you know respecting the 
means which were employed, or the influence ex- 
erted, by any officer or agent of the executive de- 
partments, to have the stipulation respecting the 
Golphin claim, commonly so called, inserted in the 
last treaty with the Cherokee nation; and to obtain 
your assent to the same, after it was inserted, as a 
chief of that nation or tribe. 

“2, Were you offered a reward, bribe, or valua- 
ble consideration of any kind—if so, what?—by any 
officer or agent of either of the executive depart- 
ments, or by any person, for any officer or agent 
thereof—if by any one, whom?—to obtain your as- 
sent, or that of any other headman or chief of your 
nation, to said Golphin claim, or to said treaty, in 
which it was inserted? 

«3. Will you please state all that you know re- 
specting the conduct of fhe various officers, agents, 
superintendents, or other persons employed or paid 
by the government to superintend and negotiate its 
affairs with the Cherokees, from the year 1828 up 
to the present period? 

«Answer of Mr. John Ross, Indian chief. 
«TVashinglon city, February 25, 1837. 

‘Sin: In reply to the first question propounded 
to me by the honorable committee, I have the 
honor to state that I know of none of the means 
whieh were employed, or of the influence exerted, 





by any of the officers or agents of the executive 
departments, to have the stipulation respecting the 
Golphin claim, (so called), inserted in the (alleg- 
ed) Cherokee treaty. That instrument was ne- 
otiated and entered into with certain unauthorised 
individuals of the Cherokee nation, at a time when 
I was in this city with a delegation who were duly 
authorised and empowered by said nation to nego- 
tiate a treaty with the United States government. 
After the arrival of John F. Schermerhorn, the 
commissioner of the United States, in this city, and 
of several of the Cherokee individuals who had 
entered into the aforesaid instrament, and who had 
come on for the purpose of having their proceedings 
ratified by the government, the duly authorised de- 
legation, of which I was a member, received from 
the Cherokee people, through the hands of certain 
special messengers, their protest against the ratifi- 
cation of the pretended treaty aforesaid, and which 
was communicated to the war department for the 
information of the president. At the same time, 
the delegation stated their readiness to negotiate 
with the government fora treaty, by which the 
Cherokee difficulties might be satisfactorily and 
honorably adjusted. A reply was returned through 
the commissioner of Indian ailairs, saying to us, 
(the delegation), ‘you will distinctly understand that 
you will not be recognized by the department as 
members of a delegation, unless you will unite with 
those who had coine on with the treaty, and sign 
the same, and co-operate with them to efiect its 
ratification.’ : 

“To the second question, I have the honor to 
state that no reward, bribe or valuable considera- 
tion of any kind, has been offered me, by any of- 
ficer or agent of either of the executive departments, 
or by any person, for any officer or agent thereof, 
to obtain my assent, or that of any other headman 
or chief of my nation, to said Golphin claim, or to 
said instrument in which it was inserted. 

‘From the nature of the oathavhich has been ad- 
ministered to me, and the generality of the ques- 
tions propounded, I feel bound further to state, as 
concisely and substantially as my memory will per- 
mit, such facts known to me as I believe have any 
bearing upon those questions. Some time during 
the session of the congress of 1832-33, IT was called 
upon in my room at Brown’s hotel, on one Sunday 
morning, by a person who introduced himself as a 
Mr. Hunter, door keeper of the house of represen- 
tatives, and who inquired if I was acquainted with 
Mr. Barney McKinny, of Augusta, Georgia. I re- 
plied in the affirmative. He then asked if I knew 
any thing about the Golphin claim? I replied that 
Mr. McKinny, to whom he had just alluded, had 
once been at my house in the Cherokee nation, and 
was accompanied by colonel Andrew Erwin; that 
said McKinny had laid before me certain papers in 
reference to that claim; that he considered the claim 
to be a good one against the state of Georgia; and 
that he had proffered to lease the Cherokee gold 
mines, and to pay the nation in that claim; that mv 
reply was, that I had no authority to dispose of the 
gold mines in any manner, nor did I know whether 
the general council of the nation would be disposed 
to rent them out; and if the council would make a 
lease of them, I was sure that it would not agree to 
accept of that claim in payment, however good it 
may be against Georgia; because, if that state had 
proved herself faithless towards the just rights of 
her own citizens, by withholding payment to that 
claim, the Cherokees could have no confidence that 
she would be more faithful towards them in paying 
it, when transferred to thein. Mr. Hunter remark- 
ed that he had acted as an agent for the proprietors 
of that claim, in trying to have it recognized and 
paid, and that he had spent a good deal of money 
on that business; so he was interested in said claim. 
That he had heard it was probable that the Chero- 
kee delegation, then in the city, would enter into 
a treaty of cession with the government; and if, in 
case a treaty be negotiated, and I would get an 
article inserted in the treaty for the payment of that 
claim, he would make me interested in it to the 
amount of $40,000 or $50,000; this proposition 
was spurned, and the interview broken off. Some 
short time thereafter, I was again visited in my 
room by another gentleman, who introduced him- 
self to me as a Mr. Crawford, of Augusta, Georgia, 
then late attorney general of that state. ‘This gen- 
tleman remarked that he was interested in the Gol- 
phin claim, and, from what he had heard of Mr. 
Hunter’s interview with me in reference to that 
claim, he was sorry to believe that Mr. Hunter had 
presented the subject before me in a manner that 
was offensive; and he hoped, from the knowledge I 
had of his character, and the respect which he enter- 
tained for mine, that I would believe him incapable 
of proposing any thing that would be dishonorable. 
[ related what had passed between Mr. Hunter and 
myself, and «xpressed my regret and disapproba- 





a 
en 


tion of being thus tampered with. He expres. 
his disapprobation also of the manner in Which 
Hunter had presented the subject before me, Mi, 
Crawford then proposed to surrender into my haat 
the documents relating to the Golphin clain. ..° 
said, if a treaty be entered into with the Cover 
ment, and the delegation would get an articles.” 
serted to bind the United States to pay that claim, 
the delegation might retain such a portion of th’ 
amount of the claim for the benefit of their natiy, 
as they thought proper—even the one-half, so {j,. 
the residue be paid over to the proper claimay, 
I refused having any thing to do with the-elaim, o, 
to examine the documents, because it was hot g 
debt against the Cherokee nation; and if CONSidlered 
as a claim against the United States, it ought to be 
presented before the proper officers of the gover, 
ment, for settlement. Some time during the ge, 
sion of the congress of 1834-35, William H, Under. 
wood, esq. of Georgia, who had been employed ty 
defend the rights of the Cherokees before the cour, 
of that state, arrived in this city unsolicited by th, 
Cherokee delegation, and whilst the deleg tio, 
were in correspondence with the secretary of yy, 
on the subject of negotiating a treaty. Mr. Up. 
derwood remarked to me that he was entrusted yjt) 
the Golphin claim, and was promised a handsoiyje 
fee for its collection; that he was poor, and if th 
delegation negotiated a treaty with the government, 
he would take it as a great favor in me if I won|d 
secure the insertion of such an article in it, whic) 
he would draw up, couched in such language a 
would not, in the slightest manner, affect the jp. 
terests or rights of the Cherokees, but which woul 
commit the United States to pay the claim, and 
that I should be no loser. I replied that he wall 
knew that I bad every disposition to render hin 
any favor, without remuneration, when in my power 
to do it honorably, and without injury to the na. 
tion. A short period thereafter, when I was pre. 
paring a communication to the secretary of war, B 
embracing certain propositions for a treaty, Mr, Be 
Underwood came into my room, and showed me an 
article which he had drawn up, to embrace the 
Golphin claim, and asked if I would not, in the 
concluding part of the communication which [ was 
then writing, insert it as a part of the propositions By 
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of the delegation. I replied, no: and he retired 
from the room. Soon after this, Mr. John F. Scher. 
merhorn, a commissioner of the United States, ne- 
gotiated a proposition in treaty form with John 
Ridge and other individuals of the Cherokee nation, 
then in this city; and when Mr. Underwood left the Ry 
city, it was made known to me that the governinent 


had paid his expenses in coming, staying here, and 


returning home. be 
‘After my return to the Cherokee nation, in the 
course of the spring of 1835, it was communicated 
to me that Mr. Underwood and John Ridge had 
written a letter to the secretary of war, suggesting 
that, if the Cherokees were assured that the presi- Ry 


dent would not offer them any other terms for a 
treaty than were contained in the propositicns ne- 
gotiated with Ridge and others, in all probability 
they would be induced to adopt them: that a letter, 
in reply from the secretary, was returned, making 
such declarations as had been suggested, extracts 
of which were then transmitted by Mr. Underwood 
to certain persons in the nation, for the information 
of the Cherokees. After this, there followed a let: 
ter from the president of the United States to g0- 
vernor Lumpkin, authorising the governor to mak¢ 
it known, for the information of the Cherokees 
that, if they did not accept of the propositions olier- 
ed, he would not, during his administration, offer 
them any other terms, but give them up to te 
jurisdiction of the state authorities, to be dealt wit 
as they may think proper. In the course of ti 
summer of that year, major William Y. Hansell, 
who had been associated with Mr. Underwood as* 
attorney at law, paid me a visit at a mineral sprirs 
where I had taken my family for their health. He 
made known to me that Mr. Forsyth, the secreta'y 
of state of the United States, was then or had been 
in Georgia, and that he (Hansell) had ascerfaine¢ 
from an unquestionable source that Mr. Forsy! 
was one of the parties interested in the Golphi 
claim; that he possessed great influence over the pr 
sident, and, notwithstanding the declarations mat 
by the president throngh governor Lumpkin, M 
Forsyth could and would induce the president 
grant an additional sum of money sufficient to cov" 
the Golphin claim, over and above what was stp 
lated in the propositions submitted to the nation, ! 
the Cherokees would sanction a treaty upon su 
terms. ; 

“To the third question, I beg leave to remat 
that a statement to this question would necessal), 
be very lengthy, which, together with the want ‘ 
references to such documentary facts as are not . , 
present within my reach, renders it impossible oe 
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eS: ts. to prepare an answer during the present session 
hie me | The honorable committee will there- 
ot a, of ¢ lease to excuse me for simply referring them 
‘hott bere correspondence between myself and associ- 
to ee nd the various officers of the government, and 
06 memorials and protests submitted beth to the 
a cutive departments and the congress of the U. 
aod by myself and colleagues, on the part of the 
reper nation from 1828 up to the present ses- 
gion of congress, and, in conclusion, to lay before 
them an official general order, (No. 74), dated 
head quarters, army, E. T. and C. N. fort Cass, 
November 3, 1836,’ and signed ‘John E. Wooi, 
prizadier general commanding.’ I have the honor 
to be, very respectfully, your obedient, humble 
servant, JOHN ROSS. 

“To the hon. Henry A. Wise, chairman of the se- 
lect committee of investigation. 

“ead quarters, army, E. T. and C. N. 
«fort Cass, November 3, 1336. 
GENERAL ORDER—NO. 74. 

«{ am instructed by the president of the United 
States, through the war department, to make known 
to Mr. John Ross, and ali others whom it may con- 
cern, that itis his determination to have the late 
treaty, entered into between the United States and 
the Cherokee people, and ratified by the senate the 
95th May, 1836, religiously fulfilled in all its parts, 
terms, and conditions, within the period prescribed,’ 
and that ‘no delegation which may be sent’ to Wash- 
ington, ‘with a view to obtain new terms, or a mo-. 


abuse in itself, but its application, or rather the 
exception inits application, was a greater abuse 
still, as the following correspondence between the 
branch bank of Alabama, at Decatur, and the secre- 
tary of the treasury, will show. 

The cashier of the branch of the bank of the 
state of Alabama, at Decatur, addressed a letter to 
the secretary of the treasury, dated July 28, 1836, 
in which he says: 

‘* Branch of the bank of the state of Alabama, 

** Decatur, July 28, 1836. 

«Sire: In consequence of your letter, under date 
of the 1lith instant, addressed to the receivers of 
public money,” &c. [meaning the circular requir- 
ing specie for the public lands], ‘the directors of 
this institution have ordered me to make the fol- 
lowing inquiry: 

“In consequence of the purchase by you of five 
hundred thousand dollars of Alabama state bonds, 
being for the increase of the capital of this branch 
bank, the payment of which has been agreed to be 
made, from time to time, by the receiver of moneys 
at Pentitoc for the lands sold, or to be sold, for the 
benefit of the Chickasaw natiun, as fully expressed 
in the terms of purchase and sale, under date 31st 
March, 1836, I would, therefore, very respectfully 
beg leave to inquire whether you will be pleased 
to order the said receiver at Pontitoc to accept, in 
payment for said public lands, the notes, or certifi- 
cates of deposite, of this branch bank, to the 
amount of $590,000, or such an amount as may be 

dification of thuse of the existing treaty, will be re- | due this branch bank at the time of said payments 

ceived of recognized; nor will any imtercourse be| being made. This bank, as a matter of course, 
had with them, directly or indirectly, orally or in | agreeing to redeem its own notes by checks at 
' writing;’ and that the president regards the proceed- | sight—in this instance, payable either at the Union 
ines of Mr. Ross and his associates in the late council | bank of Louisiana or Citizens’ bank, New Orleans; 
held at Red Clay, ‘as in direct contravention of the | the Mechanics’ bank, Philadelphia, or the Phenix 
plighted faith of their people; and a repetition of | bank, New York; for any sum or sums over and 
' them will be considered as indicative of a design to | above the amount due to it from the treasury, and 
revent the execution of the treaty, even at the | which might be paid to the receiver at Pontitoc for 
toca ofactual hostilities: and they will be prompt- | Chickasaw lands during the present year. 
ly repressed.’ «This request is not made with a view to the ac- 
«It is further made known, by instructions from | commodation of the bank so much as for the con- 
the war department, that ‘if any of our citizens | venience of the people, particularly the citizens of 
enter the Cherokee country, and incite opposition | this valley, a number of whom have already made 
to the execution of the treaty,’ they will be pro- | settlements in the Chickasaw country, and are con- | left unexamined, except by a call on the department, 
ceeded against according to the laws of the state, if| sequently about to remove there. It is, therefore, | which resulted in developing nothing of the abuse. 
any exist on the subject, in which they may enter; | at their suggestion that the directory of the insti- | The subjects of frauds in Indian reservations, and in 
and if there should be ‘no law of the state which | tution have been induced to request such an appli-| the purchase and sales of public lands, in connexion 
can be brought to bear on them, and under which | cation to be made; for (permit me to say) this | with the legislation of congress, as well as the exe- 
they may be removed,’ ‘it is the opinion of the pre- | branch bank is fully prepared to afford its custom- | cutive administration, were necessarily left untouch- 
sident,’? as expressed through the war department, | ers the necessary facilities for the payment of their| ed, although the attention of the committee was 
‘that they may be removed’ out of the country ‘un- | lands in specie dollars; but, the trouble and risk in | called to them in various ways. 
der the 6th article of the treaty,’ in which the Unit- | the transmission of such being on all hands acknow-| [See anonymous letters, and the examinations of 
ed States guaranty that the Cherokees shall be |ledged to be great, through a country but thinly| Amos Kendall and David Henshaw: see, also, the 
‘protected against interruption and intrusion froim | peopled, and where several robberies and depreda- | letter of R. T. Archer, and the answer of the de- 
citizens of the United States who may attempt to| tions have been committed, that we are anxious! partment to the call of the committee, on its sub- 
settle in the country,’ unless it is with the express | that the same facilities which have heretofore been | ject-matter. ] 
> consent ‘of the committee who are acting under the | extended to them should be continued. The minority cannot do less than justice to col. 
) 12th article of the treaty; and, by the terms of that| ‘Under the peculiar circumstances of the ease,| Towson, the paymaster general of the army, by 
| article, they alone are authorised to give it.’ this branch bank having to receive a large pro- | saying that a complaint was made against his offi- 
“All officers of the army, whether commanding | portion of the whole amount of money which will| cial conduct by a person named Hobby, and he 
> volunteers or regular troops, under my command, | have to be paid at Pontitoc for lands sold there this prompty asked for inquiry and investigation, as the 
© are required and directed to make known to all fall, it is hoped the arrangement sought for will not | best means of doing justice both to the government 
| persons residing, or who may come within the | be considered in any way injurious to the public | and the officer; the committee had not time to exa- 
range of their respective commands, the contents of | interest, while it would be a great accommodation | mine and report upon his case, and can only refer 
this order; and to make diligent search and inquiry | to the citizens of this section of country, as well as/| to his testimony for the facts of his defence. For 
in regard to all citizens who may enter tne Chero- | to this institution. I am in daily expectation of| other matters, also of great interest, the minority 
kee country and incite opposition, or interfere with | receiving the bonds referred to from the bank of| must refer generally to the testimony of the hon. 
| tae dae exeention of the treaty, and report their|the state at Tuscaloosa, which, when received,| H. L. White, John Bell, Balie Peyton, Francis W. 
_hames and places of residence, without delay, to) shall be executed immediately, and forwarded for| Pickens, Henry A. Wise, Amos Kendall, David 
| s°neral head quarters, in order that they may be | the amounts as received from the receivers at Pon-| Henshaw, John Ross and others who were exa- 
» proceeded against according to the laws of the |titoc. With greatest respect, I have the honor to| mined. Many who were summoned and sworn 
| country and the instructions of the president of the | be, &c. JAMES DURNO, cashier. | could not be examined; some for the want of time 
| United States, They are also required and directed | “Hon. Levi Woodbury, secretary of the treasury.” and others because they would not have been per- 
to prevent all meetings, and to break up all coun-| The reply of the secretary was as follows: mitted to testify as to the matter of evidence for 

Cils coming to their knowledge, assembled in the “Treasury department, Aug. 11, 1836. which they were called. 

Cherokee country, for the purpose of opposing the “Srr: Your communication of the 28th ultimo, There is not time, in fact, or opportunity, (part 
s treaty, or discussing its non-execution. respecting the receipt of the notes of your bank by | of the journal of the committee having been until 
“JOHN E. WOOL, the receiver at Pontitoc, to the anount of your| the present moment in the hands of the printer), to 

: ‘* Brigadier general commanding.” contract with this department, has been received. | digest and proeees arrange the facts which have 

_ The amount of this Golphin claim, principal and “Tam willing that he should take your notes to| been proved. But, in conclusion, the undersigned 
crotait Ree terest, is estimated at about $150,000. the extent of what is coming to vour bank, under| would humbly hope that the labors of the commit- 
d been The undersigned deems it to be his duty to pre- | the contract, upon your agreeing to receive them | tee may be fruitful of health and purity to the ad- 


Aci: f ue _ another subject clearly before the house | from him as money. He is authorised to do this in| ministration of the government. Whether inquiry 
rfail na the nation. 


bank’s notes were received to any amount less than 
$500,000 dollars, whilst the banks of the surround- 
ing states, or of Tennessee at least, were run hard 
for every dollar or coin which could be had. The 
presidential election was then fast approaching; and 
what effect this indulgence, and that contained in 
the circular as to bank notes of Mississippi banks, 
for lands in Mississippi, had upon the people of the 
two states, Alabama and Mississippi, it is not diffi- 
cult to determine. 

There are a number of other cases which might 
be selected from the testimony, the whole mass of 
which is submitted, but the committee has not had 
time to report particularly uponthem. The under- 
signed, however, would call the attention of the 
house particularly to a report of Amos Kendall and 
John P. Van Ness, commissioners appointed, by 
authority of the president, to receive and report 
testimony touching certain charges perferred by H. 
Gassaway and also to the testimony of commodore 
Morris and Charles W. Goldsborough, in relation 
to said charges, in the appendix to the journal of 
this committee. One thing is remarkable about 
this notable commission, that the commissioners it 
seemed issued suBpa@NAs for witnesses in the form 
of “request,” and it is believed that one or both of 
them administered corporal oaths. How far the con- 
stitution of this tribunal was in the competency of 
executive authority, the undersigned is not prepar- 
ed to say. But this [they] are prepared to say: 
that, whilst the president was denouncing this com- 
miitee as worse than a Spanish inquisition, he should 
have looked well to his own acts in instituting com- 
missions of inquiry. Certain it is, that though these 
cominissioners reported very strongly against seve- 
ral officers in the navy department, not one of them, 
as far as this committee is informed, has ever been 
removed from office. | 

It had been represented to a member of the com- 
mittee that disbursing officers had unnecessarily 
drawn specie irom the deposite banks, after the is- 
suing of the treasury circular requiring specie pay- 
ments for public lands, and sold the same as mer- 
chandise for their private profit, to those who re- 
quired specie at the land offices. This subject was 


hands 
th and 
OVerp. 
tle ins 
Claim, 
Of the 
ration, 
30 that 
Mants. 
im, or 
Not q 
sidered 
t to be 
‘OVern. 


OO LLL AO ANS mene 
il gies 20 ie tit 


Ce. 


i@ Seg. 
Under. 
ved lo 
Coury 
by the 


Sen 





‘Cation 
Of War 
ir. Up. 
d with 
1SOie 
If the 
nment, 
Wonld 
W hich 
ALE ag 
he in. 
Would 
m, and 
e well 
er him 
power 
he na 
aS pre- 
if War, 
y, Mr, 
ME an 
ce the 
in the 
I was 
sitions 
retired 
Scher- 
ES, Ne- 
} John ; 
nation, 
left the 
rhinent 


. and 
re, alid 


SRR Be oie 5 


POE Td ae eee OE cas 
Lis aa! Toe ae 





bts 


a 


eee 


Peaks 


ere 


ee ies 
PRESEN 


ith 





in the 
nicated 
ze had 
resting 
» presi- 
3 fora 
»ns ne- 
yability 
letter, 
naking 
xtracts 
=r wood 
mation i 
d a let: 


4 
to 20. 


ese 
ae 











> make 
ro lees, 
S offer: 
1, offer 
to thie 
It with 
of the 
fansell, 
cd as an 
spring, 


ny. He 

















Yorsvti 0 |that way, and to that extent, on your showing him | results in vindicating public officers, and demon- 
solphin ms. . the llth July, 1836, the treasury department | this letter; but I cannot alter the regulations as to| strating their integrity and capacity, or in detecting 
he pre tn a circular to the land receivers and deposite | notes generally and for general purposes. I am, | and exposing their errors of mal-administration; 
3 made rig, requiring specie in payment for the public | very respectfully, your obedient servant, | their characters on the one hand, and the interests 
‘a, Mr. wo me! Phis circular, it is believed, was dictated “LEVI WOODBURY, sec. of the treasury. | of the government on the other, are well worth the 
tent {0 Pi + resident, without the concurrence ol the ‘James Durno, esq. cashier, trouble and the cost of inquiry. The wisest sys- 
yor fitted no or the treasury; it is believed to have bene- «Branch bani of Alabama, Decatur.” tem of laws is no better than the worst, when cor- 
. stip: ie ne speculators in the public lands only, many of| Thus, by this circular, and this exception under | ruptly and ignorantly administered; and the worst 
tion, if ant rs are charged to be officers of the government; | it, not only were the laws suspended, but their wni-| system as wholesome as the best, when adminis- 
n such u ae circular itself was thought to be, if not in | formity destroyed, By THE AUTHORITY OF THE| tered by pure, patriotic, capable and independent 
{ation of law, a suspension of law—at least in| PRESIDENT ALONE, IMMEDIATELY AFTER con-| public servants, who act officially with a single eye 
remark ve lation of a sacred principle of civil liberty “that | Gress was IN sEss1oN. One portion of the peo-| to the public good. ; 
agsarill we te of suspending laws, or the execution of | ple was accommodated, in being allowed to pay for; All which is respectfully submitted as a substi- 
sant of rane 'y aay authority, without the consent of the | public lands in convenient bank notes, whilst their | tute for the report of the majority. . 
fore pis sentatives of the people, is tajurious to their rights, | neighbors were obliged to pay in specie, at every | HENRY A. WISE. 
ible for ‘@ ought not to be exercised.” The circular was an | cost and trouble, and 1isk of transportation. One: 





February 27, 1837. 
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FOREIGN CHRONCILE. 

Petrified tree. Mr. W. H. Binstead, the proprie- 
tor of the quarry at Maidstone, where the celebrated 
specimens of the iguanodon now in the Mantellian 
museum was found, has lately obtained an interest- 
ing specimen of a petrified tree, which he has pre- 
sented to Dr. Mantel. 


Princess Victoria’s birth day. Her majesty is to 
hold a splendid levee, May 24th, in honor of this 
event. The king of the Belgians and his queen, 
and the duke of Orleans have been invited to at- 
tend. It is rather dangerous to present before the 
eyes of the latter just at this moment the glittering 
diadem of the greatest throne in the world, as the 
young duke might forget the little princess Helena, 
of Meclenburgh, to whom he is just betrothed, and 
should Victoria cast a favorable eye on him, throw 
behind him into the sea the diminitive German 
principality, in exchange for an empire upon which 
the sun never sets. 


In the king’s royal stud, at Hampton court, are 
two splendid Arabian stallions, one black, the other 
bay presented by the Imaun of Muscat. Among 
the brood mares we see the names of Adu, Miss 
O’Neill, Miss Clifton, &c. 


Navy of Texas. The New York papers, has 
published a list of the officers of the navy of Tex- 
as. 
Post captains. Charles E. Hawkins, New York, 
(dead); Wm. G. B. Taylor, New Orleans. 

Masier commandants. George Wheelwright, Bos- 
ton; Henry L. Thompson, New Orleans. 

Lieutenants. Francis B. Wright, Washington D. 
C.; John W. Taylor, N. Carolina; John T. K. La- 
throp, Utica, N. Y.; J. W. Humphreys, Kentucky; 
James Mulles, Boston. 

Surgeons. Meron Forrest, (fleet surgeon) Wash- 
ington, D. C.; Francis T. Cheesman, Brooklyn, N. 
Y.; Burchard Cockran. 

Pursers. Thoinas H. Living, Boston; W. Tho- 
mas Bannam, Boslon; Norman Hind, Connecticut; 
Henry Fisher, Virginia. 

The names of the vessels of war are, the Inde- 
coe Brutus, Invincible, Tom Toby and Li- 

erty. 

The Invincible is the flag ship, eommanded by 
com. Taylor; the Independence is under the com- 
mand of capt. Wheelwright. 


A three tailed bashaw. A letter from Constanti- 
nople states, that Mr. Warrington, the British con- 
sul, has horsewhipped the pacha of Tripoli. This 
is, however, so purely one of the usages of civiliza- 
tion, that his Turkship won’t comprehend the mat- 
ter at all, we dare say. 


The arrow-headed characters. It is said, in a 
European journal that Dr. Lassen, of Bonn, has 
completely succeeded in deciphering the inserip- 
tions in the arrow-headed character, copied by Nieh- 
bubr and other travellers from the ruius of Persepo- 
lis, and of which he has framed an entire alphabet. 
The discovery is confirmed, both by the similarity 
of the inscriptions themselves, in style and expres- 
sion, to those still extant of other nations, and by 
their approximation to what we possess of ancient 
Persian. ‘The particulars will, it is said, shortly ap- 
pear in English. 


American officers in the Turkish service. <A let- 
ter in a London paper, dated Alexandria, March 4, 





Says: ' 

“The government here has received intelligence | 
that the grand seignior has determined to employ 
American naval officers in the command of his fleet | 


and that measurcs have already been taken to carry | 
this resolution into effect. If Mahmond Ali should 
coine to the same determintion, the combined fleets of | 
Turkey and Egypt would then presenta formidable 
fron( against such a naval power as R 





2 tussia, whose | 
fleet at present is little better manned and efficient | 
than theirs, and not so well paid, and who would 


thus be placed decidedly ata disadvantage. 


White races in Africa. M. Dureau de Camalle, 
the surgeon in chief of the French army at Algiers, | 
has communieated to the institute a statement that 
he has seen a beautiful blonde woman, with blue 
eyes and auburn hair and the fairest skin, (wife of 
Sadi Hamet) and that she belongs to a race of that 
kind in the interior of Africa. Surely, the surgeon | 
has not been deceived by an Albino? There are 
instanees of these white negroes frequently seen in 
the West Indies, [N. Y. Eve. Star. 


T'ges for horses to produce a sleek: cout. A horse 
belonging to Mr. Bullock, farmer of Bradfield, St. 
Clare, died on Sunday week, from the effects of in- 
flamination, produced by thrusting unbroken eg.zs 
down its throat, for the purpose of producing a sleek 
coat, The last given was stopped at the entrance 








of the stomach by some natural obstruction, and 
could not be removed. The practice of giving 
eggs to horses for the purpose above stated, though 
attended with much danger, is, notwithstanding, 
very general. [ Suffolk Chronicle. 


British exports. The declared value of the lead- 
ing articles of British products and manufactures 
exported in 1835, was $183,980,280, and of the 
same articles in 1836, $207,774,240. 


The number of fires that occurred in and about 
London during the Jast year is alleged to be but 
564, in which 794 buildings were more or less 
damaged. Among the causes assigned for these 
conflagrations, gas fitters are numbered as having 
produced 38 and linen incautiously hung before 
fires 31. 


Hon. Mrs. Norton. The London papers say that 
a reconciliation has taken p!ace between this:lady 
and her husband. 


Railways. It appears from a list of railways for 
which acts were granted in the sessions of parlia- 
ment of 1833, 1834, 1835 and 1836, that the re- 
spective companies of proprietors are authorised to 
raise, by joint stock and loans, £ 29,015,331 
And the average amount raised in 

each is estimated to have been 


in 1833, <£ 550,200 
1834, 699,800 
1835, 1,014,583 
1836, 3,513,533 


£ 5,777,583 








The remaining amount which the 


acts give power to raise is £ 23,237,784 


Longevity. The pure air of the Welsh mountains 
promotes long life, associated 2s it is with the 
equable temperature which characterizes the cli- 
mate of Great Britain. The little village of Lales- 
ton buried five individuals during the last month 
whose united ages were 422 years, averaging over 
82 years a piece. Their respective names are: 
Esther Evan, aged 94; Mary Morgan, aged 84; 
Margaret Rees, aged 83; Alice Wild, aged 82; Ann 
Thomas, aged 79. 


The marquis of Bath died on the 27th of March, 
in his 73d year: and the bishop of Norwich was 
not expected to live more than a few hours on the 
3 ist. 





DOMESTIC CHRONICLE. 

Congressional. There are, we believe, five 
states in which representatives to the 25th con- 
gress have not yet been chosen, viz: NortH Ca- 
ROLINA, TENNESSEE, KENTUCKY, INDIANA and 
MARYLAND. Weare not sure, but we think that 
in all the states except the last, the election will 
take place before the day fixed for the meeting of 
congress at the extra session for which it has been 
convened. In MAry4ianp, the governor has the 
power, and will no doubt exercise it, to fix upon 
an earlier day than that (Ist Monday in October) 
fixed by law for holding the election. The elec- 
tion will be held probably on some day in August. 

[ National Intelligencer. 


Dreadful steamboat disaster. The steamboat Ben 
Sherrod, running between New Orleans and Lonis- 
ville, caught fire on Monday night, the 8th inst. 
when about 50 miles below Natchez, and near Fort 
Adams, on her way up the river, and in a short 
time was burnt up. One hundred and twenty, out 
of the one hundred and ninety lives on board, were 
lost! Mr. Smith, of the firm of Newhouse & Co. of 
Mobile, was on board with his lady, two chtidren, 
and servant. Mrs. Smith jumped overboard with 
one of the children. Mr. 8. immediately followed, 


|and was so fortunate as to procure a plank, by 


means of which the lives of all were preserved. 
They were in the water, however, about two hours, 
and drifted down the rivera half dozen miles before 
they reached the shore. 


Appointment by the president. Ferdinand Gard- 
ner, of New York, to be consul for the Cape de 
Verd Islands, in the place of William G. Merrill, 
resigned. 


The U. S. ship Independence was expected to 
sail from Boston for Russia yesterday afternoon, 
but the shifting of the wind to the eastward pre- 
vented. It is currently reported, we know not on 
what authority, that she has been detained serera! 
days for want of the necessary funds in specie for 
defraying her expenses abroad. 

[ Boston Daily Advertiser of Monday. 


A lady sailor. Mrs. Holdridge, the w’fe of capt. 
N. Holdridge, of the packet ship United States, ar- 
rived on Tuesday in that vessel—it being her thir- 
lieth voyage across the Atlantic! We think she is 





fairly entitled to a command, having in eye, 
stance sailed as the mate of capt. H. j 
[N. ¥. Cour. and Eng, 


, Maine election. The Waldo district has at lene 
probably made choice of a representative jy «et 

ress, as appears from the returns given by the Bet 
ast Journal. The votes in 21 towns are, for jj), 
J. Anderson 2,650, and he is probably chosen”. 
The other votes are, for Marshall 659, Haj) 909 
Crosby 349, and 79 scattering. ” 


Albany. The aggregate vote at the recent oh, 
ter election in the Metropolis was near 3,80) th, 
average being about 2,061 for the whig, and, 1 
for the Van Buren tickets. Hon. Erastus Cornine 
the old*mayor, resigned his post on finding the City 
against his party. 

Failures in Boston. According to the directory 
there are in this city, says the Boston Journal, 4; 
hundred and eighty-five mereantile houses g), 
wholesale stores, five hundred and twenty-nine ms 
tail, and two hundred and twenty-three petty shop. 
in all thirteen hundred and seven. Of this nusboy 
there have failed, since November last, seventy. 
eight among the larger establishments, sixty asion 
the retailers, and about thirty among the shops 
inaking an aggregate of one hundred and six), 
eight. ‘ 


i. 


Divorce. Ata late term of the Rhode Island sy. 
preme court, held at Providence, there were {oyy. 
teen petitions for divorce granted, ten on the appl. 
cation of females and four by males. 

The principal cause for divorce, shown by one of 
the petitioners, was, that her husband had put he 
head into a kettle of hot water. It is needless to ad 
that the hfisband was himself heated by ardent sj. 
rits. The petition was granted. 


A peaceabletown. A New Jersey paper says “iy 
the little but most respectable township of Elinsboro’ 
in this county, where there are about 80 voters, they 
have neither tavern, store, lawyer, justice of the 
peace, nor any thing else that tends to disturb the 
quietude and industry of its inhabitants.” 


Pressure in the west. The Cincinnati Whig of the 
8th instant says. ‘The laboring classes in this city 
are just beginning to feel the pressure in the money 
market severely. On Saturday evening last, seve- 
ral of our large foundry and machine establis)inen's 
discharged most of their workmen, and two or three 
ofthe proprietors of the ship yards entirely closed 
their business. The cause is, the impossibility of 
obtaining money enough to pay the workmen. 


A severe gale was experienced in New York on 
Monday night last. Among other damage, to 
dwellings, signs, &c. &c. it unroofed the piano forte 
manufactory of Dubois, Stoddard & Durham. The 
roof was carried several liundred feet and deposited 
in a vacant lot. 


White’s trial. We omitted to state that on White’ 
third triel for burning the treasury department, the 
jury could not agree and was discharged. They 
stood, four for conviction and eight for acquittal. 


New Orleans has recently been the scene of som 
disgraceful riots, which had their origin in ‘a fight” 
between two vulgar boxers, one an Irishman and 
the other an Englishman. Several lives, it is st’, 
were lost, and the military were ordered out t0 
quite the disturbance. The Irish hero was paral: 
ed abont the streets of the city in a coach drawn 
by his friends! 

Com. Rogers sailed from New York on the lit 
inst. in the packet ship Montreal for Liverpool. 


Newspapers in Mississippi. The following We 
take from the Macon Siar, and is, we believe, 
pretty correct list: 

Natchez Courier and Journal, Free Trad, 
Christian Herald, Vicksburg Register, Sentinel and 
Expositor, Mississippian, State Rights Baune', 
Clinton Gazette, Raymond Times, Gallatin Dem 
erat, Woodville Republican, Pontotoc Union, Mi 
sissippi Mirror, Macon Star, Lexington Gazette, 
Manchester Whig, Grenada Bulletin, Pauldns 
Palladium, Canton Herald, Liberty Advocate, \ 
lumbus Democrat, Southern Argus, Port Gibso! 
Correspondent, Port Gibson Southerner, Rodney 
Telegraph, Grand Gulf Advertiser, Mississip]’ 
Tuscahomian. 


' sin ih baal 
Anti-slavery associations. Atarecent mecting® 


the anti-slavery society in New York it was stale! 
that 483 new associations of this description b* 
heen formed in our country during the past ye% 
two of which are said to be flourishing state sec’ 
ties, making the whole number 1,006. The amot"™ 
of moneys received this year is near $37,000, de 
ing $10,000 increase since last. Number of pu” 
cations €69,000; number of agents 70. 
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